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A QUARTERLY JOURNAL FOR THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT 
OUR SEAS — OUR SHORES — OUR SELVES 
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Heron Island is renowned for spectacular diving just minutes from the beach. 
Simply because Heron is a coral cay on the Great Barrier Reef itself. And for 
those who want even more than a resort surrounded by world famous dive 
spots, Heron offers Adventure Diving. A comfortable day away seeking out 
virgin reefs and fabulous wall dives. Or try a Night Dive on Heron. A truly 
unforgettable experience. You'll witness a dazzling performance from a cast 
of thousands never seen during the light of day. 

Put some adventure into your diving. Talk to your Dive Travel Agent or 

P&O Resorts. 482 Kingsford Smith Drive, Brisbane, Queensland. 4007. 
Telephone: (07) 268 8224. Fax: (07) 268 8220. 
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GREAT BARRIER REEF AUSTRALIA 
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CHARTER BOATS 
AUSTRALIA 


MV Si Bon - Port Douglas 
TSMV Coralita - Cairns 
EXPLORER II - Cairns 

MV Stella Maris - Cairns 

MV Watersports - Townsville 
MV Supersports - Townsville 
MV Spoilsport - Townsville 

MV Coral Cat - Hamilton Island 
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NORFOLK ISLAND 


SPECTACULAR 
AND UNSPOILT 


LEARN TO DIVE 
DIVING HOLIDAY 
PACKAGES 


Anemone Fish 


CHARTER BOATS 
INTERNATIONAL 


MV Bilikiki - Solomon Islands 
MV TANIA - New Guinea 
MV Thorfin - Truk Lagoon 
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Island Explorer - Indonesia 


DIVE INTO ADVENTURE HOLIDAYS 





Send me details of your Dive Holidays to: 
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Whale Shark | 


BUDGET PACKAGE 
HOLIDAYS 
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Kadavu, Fiji 

Salamaua 

WETors|are 

Rabaul 

New Guinea 

REEF TREK 

Great Barrier Reef Australia 


27 ALFREDA STREET 
COOGEE 2034 AUSTRALIA 


Phone: (02) 665 6335 
Fax: (02) 664 2623 
2TA0014352 








Built-in TTL flash capability 
Built-in exposure automation 
Built-in electronic flash 
Built-in close-up lens 
Built-in extra protection 
Built-in auto wind/rewind 
Built-in DX film coding 

Of the world’s great under- 
water camera systems, only 
the Sea & Sea Motormarine II 
builds in full system support. 
Built-in light meter, and TTL 
flash capability. You will al- 
ways get perfect exposures, 
because advanced electronics 
precisely measure available 
light and light during TTL 
flash exposure. 









INTRODUCING MOTORMARINE Il 


The new underwater camera system with all 
the easy-to-use features built in. 


Built-in optical convenience. 
The built-in selectable close- 
up lens lets you shoot as near 
as 18” from your subject. Plus, 
you can quickly and easily add 
wide-angle, ultra-wide and 
macro optics with bayonet 
mounts... while underwater. 
Built-in protection. Two O- 
rings lock out water, dust, and 
sand while the specially 
treated ABS body shrugs off 
ultraviolet radiation and salt 
water. DX indexing automati- 
cally sets the film speed. 
Built-in handling ease. When 
once-in-a-lifetime shots swim 
by, you’ll be ready. That’s 





Choose from dozens of top-quality accessories. 
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Change lenses underwater. 


because Motormarine II is al- 
ways ready to shoot. Film 
wind and rewind are 
automatic. 

Build-on accessories. Enjoy a 
large and growing system of 
superb Motormarine II optics, 
and accessories .. . including 
the YS 50 TTL wide angle elec- 
tronic flash. It covers a full 90° 
for even illumination with any 
lens. 

Accessories for Nikonos. Our 
critically acclaimed 15mm 
(write for test report), and 
20mm primary lenses, and 





GRAFLEX PTY LTD 
P.O. Box 675, WILLOUGHBY, NSW 2068 PHONE: (02) 417 8100 FAX: (02) 417 8182 





16mm add-on ultra-wide lens, 
expand and enhance the 
Nikonos camera’s abilities, 
while they reduce weight and 
costs. 

bo) th am Color: mel =t-0(-) mers ve moles eee 
onstrate the many built-in fea- 
tures that make the Sea & Sea 
the finest underwater camera 
systems and accessories in the 
world. Or, contact us directly 
for a free brochure. 


















TURD@ One 


MADE IN AUSTRALIA. 


The revolutionary new Airdive ‘TURBO Designed by noted Australian diver-engineer 
2000’ Regulator now being acclaimed world- Jim Ager, the TURBO 2000 bristles with hi- 
wide as the regulator that out-performs all tech engineering innovations and has been 

others, gives the diver unparalleled air control _—_ created to fill the special needs of todays top 
and operating safety at a competitive price. professional and sport divers. 
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at makes breathing underwater. 
Messier and safer than ever before! 
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- Contact your favorite dive shop: or send enquiries: to: yt gue ane 





o. co  AIRDIVE EQUIPMENT PTY.LTD. 
-.* 947 PRINCES HWY. DANDENONG, VIC. 3175. _| 
ee i Relea tes | 4! _ PR. (03) 793°4200 Fax(03)794 0216 
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In one of the most recent waves of 
environmental brochures | have 
received over the last two or three 
months there was a heading | found 
particularly interesting. It stated that 
“one diver alone cannot save the marine 
environment” and after 20 years of 
trying, | must admit they are right! 


It would have been great 20 years ago 
if the instruction agencies had had an 
environmental outlook. As I’ve stated 
before, maybe millions of divers could 
have benefited from the education and 
maybe with a strong, educated, 
motivated group we could have done 
something really significant. It would 
have been great 10 years ago, 5 years 
ago or even 1 year ago, but it wasn’t! 


It would be easy for me to become 
perhaps a little dispirited when | see all 
the emphasis now placed on 
environmental education by others who 
have ignored the very same things put 
forward in the past by others. 


In many cases Lord Howe Island, 
Lizard Island, Norfolk Island, Lady 
Elliott Island, Julian Rocks Byron Bay, 
Fly Point, Port Stephens, Moreton Bay 
Qid, there have only been one or two 
enquiries to the programmes. 


Sea Life Travel certainly pushed the 
concept in the early eighties and again 
in 87 & 88 but the diver response was 
fairly negligible, though one programme 
in 88 saw 8 divers attend the Lord Howe 
Island fauna survey. (It took the Army 
to volunteer at Lady Elliott). However 
the A.M.P.I. (Australasian Marine 
Photographic Index) explorer concept 
in 1980 and again the Underwater 
Explorer Task Force set up in 1987/88 
were dismal failures because all | had 
to work with was my own resources, 
enthusiasm, dedication, initiative and 
understanding of the ocean. 


The basic educational requirements 
needed to forge a worthy participation 
were already set up. | had done all the 
work over the previous 18 years. 
Instruction courses, species 
identification, guides (by the dozen) a 
complete facility built just for the 
purpose of environmental education, 
yet on a diver participation level it failed, 
because it was alone, one diver’s ideas. 


EDITORIAL | 


One diver alone, no matter what effort 
and dedication shown, or proved, even 
if they are the best in the world, is when 
it all boils down, almost insignificant. 


| believed that because | was keen, it 
would encourage others. | believed that 
if | set an example it would encourage 
others. | believed if | dedicated my life 
(as | have done for 20 years) it would 
put a value back into the study of natural 
things. 


We need more underwater naturalists 
to care, we have to know! We need 
knowledge of what exists. 


Perhaps my past ideas of having a 
special group of divers in each area of 
Australia participating in recording and 
looking after their own piece of 
coastline, especially in marine park 
areas, is not just pie in the sky. Perhaps 
now that our instructor agencies are 
actively participating in their own 
environmental strategies these ideas 
will be resurrected and acted upon. 


| really waited a long time for this to 
happen and | would like to congratulate 
all the agencies who have sent me 
details of their specific programmes 
which I will try to do justice by 
publishing. After all, that is what 
Underwater Geographic Magazine is all 
about, the best I can do alone, is help. 


For all those who don’t remember, a 
quote from my editorial in Underwater 
1...10 long years ago. . . Underwater 
1 (Sept. 1980). 


“| wonder why we are so far behind 
in our appreciation of the marine 
environment? Are we too busy watching 
the rest of the world go by on our 
television sets to take time out to 
experience our own natural world? Why 
is it with one of the longest and most 
beautiful shorelines in the world we 
know so little about it? Indeed, scientific 
institutes have a smattering of 
knowledge, but what do WE know or 
CARE? 


Over two centuries ago Australia was 
discovered by seafaring Europeans who 
faced the unknown of their time and 
accepted the challenge of the sea. The 
frontier of our time is the same sea and 
its challenge has no more diminished 





with the passage of time, for it is beneath 
the sea that man faces an inheritance 
of thousands of years of nescience. 


To me a diver be she or he a naturalist, 
photographer, scientist, observer or 
adventurer, is an explorer. Not just an 
explorer in another world but an 
explorer in another concept, in which 
ideas, techniques, philosophies, 
languages and ideals are constantly 
being changed, remodelled and 
invented. 


The sea is only an extension of the 
land but it makes up 71% of the total 
surface area of our planet. Yet we call 
it, earth. We cannot in any way, shape 
or form ever begin to understand this 
vast unknown part of our everyday 
existence by standing at a distance and 
throwing rocks, or by sticking pins in 
it to see if it’s alive. 


Nor can we hope to evaluate the sea 
and its contents by remote control 
robots. We must go down and see for 
ourselves. We must study and observe 
the creatures and their relationships 
within the total overall balance of life 
as we know it. It must be realised that 
the land, the air and the sea are all one 
gigantic system, all related, all 
connected, all dependant and all 
important. 


Perhaps we need more than a cold, 
calculating, scientific approach. 
Perhaps we need to be encouraged by 
more effective visual communication. 
Perhaps we need some ‘sweet talkin’ 
before we can learn to appreciate what 
is ours by inheritance. If we have to be 
seduced into loving and caring for our 
own then that is what UNDERWATER 
is all about and that is what | am about”. 


Hopefully, it will now become, what 
we’re all about! 
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After the dive you can listen to fish talk. 


It’s an interesting week for 


under the water in your 


etsuit. And out of the 
wetsui ut o 4 


about a wide range of topics, 
including the likes of tropical 
fish. Where else can you com- 
bine terrific diving with a wealth 
of education? 

You can go diving twice a 
day. Try night diving or take an 


adventure dive to remote and 


Main photo courtesy of Gary Bell. 
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untouched parts of the reef. 


After you — surface, 
you ll attend seminars 
featuring guest speak- 
ers like Reg Lipson, re- 
nowned marine biologist; Neville 
Coleman, famous naturalist and 
principal of the Nikon School of 
Underwater Photography; Walt 
and Jean Deas, underwater film- 
makers and many other speakers 
covering a host of special interest 


topics. You'll meet Australia’s 


Lr \ \ ; 
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most famous diving couple, Ron 
and Valerie Taylor. And to top the 
week off, there’s great entertain- 
ment every night. 

Book your place at the Heron 
Island Dive Festival by contacting 
Dive Adventures, Sea Life Travel, 
Allways Travel, your Travel Agent 
or contact P&O Resorts direct 


(07) 268 8224. 
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The Heron Island Dive 
Festival is a real fun affair. 
Lots of good companions, good 
diving and good food, all 
tempered with light hearted 
entertaining audio-visuals, 
videos and films by which you 
can learn more about 
appreciating one of the 
world’s’ greatest natural 
wonders, the Great Barrier 
Reef. This years Dive Festival 
is bound to be the best yet, 
10th - 17th November; join us 
and the turtles - dive into 
natural history and discover 
the wonder of watching. ey 























Colour 
Dl eAviedlo)elaniedal sh 


Inc. in N.S.W. 





THE LATEST IN E6 TECHNOLOGY 
The 1st lab in Australia to offer both Dip & Dunk and 


Roller Transport processing 








Brand new machines, side by side in the same 


| laboratory to meet your individual requirements. 


COLOUR DEVELOPMENTS P/L 
NOW AT TWO LOCATIONS 


SPECIALIST EG COMPLETE SERVICE 
PROCESSING LABORATORY PHOTOGRAPHIC LABORATORY 
(WITH FULL LAB BACKUP] 367-369 RILEY ST. 
= Ae od 4 ie A SURRY HILLS 2010 
SURRY HILLS 2010 TEL: 212 5755 


TEL: 331 1031 FAX: 281 4989 
































o the casual observer, reefs may be reefs, 

trees may be trees, resorts may be 

resorts, people may be people and life, 

may be life . . . yet each individual life 
form and sea scape structure is unique. So it is 
with the islands of the Capricorn group, on the 
Great Barrier Reef. Each island and each reef has 
its own brand of uniqueness and to the average 
keen diver, snorkeller, reef wader or beachcomber 
these are places they love to return to time and 
time again. } 


Unlike most of the excellent boat only access 
reefs throughout the Capricorns, Lady Elliot 
Island has quite a large area of diving and 
snorkelling sites which are accessible to the shore 
based diver. Many of these sites are inhabited by 
creatures which are rare or non existent at other 
dive sites. 


Even when matched against dive sites 1000 
kilometres to the north - places like the Anchor 
bommie and the lighthouse bommies are excellent 
dive sites, with heaps of species I’ve never recorded 
from anywhere else throughout the entire Great 
Barrier Reef. 


In this day and age of luxury dive boats, giant 
catamarans and more and more emphasis towards 
the lighter side of diving, the art of shore diving 
after falls into neglect, and/or has never been 
experienced or sufficiently trained for. There are 
many points to shore diving which rarely come 
up when boat diving, and it is these that can 
- become safety hazards if they are not understood, 
remembered or practiced. 


Shore diving off the front reefs at Lady Elliot 
Island can be successful from either the lighthouse 
bommie entry or the Anchor bommie entry. Of 
course at low tide during calm seas one can walk 
out to the reef edge and enter at many other places 
as well but exits are not always easy due to lots 
of fragile table coral. So it is best to work by 
the well known methods and keep to the 
recognised entry and exit points. 


There are lots of considerations to take into 
account when shore diving in the tropics. Most 
are common sense, but all are necessary when 
it comes to the safety aspects and survival planning 
of a dive. Heat and physical exhaustion are realities 
of the tropics and must be understood as such. 


THE DIVE SHOP 

Lady Elliot Island dive shop has an excellent 
range of equipment, air filling services and well 
trained instructors and divemasters to assist in 
any way. Dives are booked at the shop for specific 
times, tanks and weightbelts are taken by four 
wheel drive vehicle to the side entry. Divers have 
free acces to rubber tyred trolleys in which they 
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can wheel any gear or camera equipment on their 
leisurely stroll to either end of the dive locality. 
Depending on the tide, current and mood of the 
ocean the divemaster selects the best entry and 
times for each day. 


From the Dive Shop to the entry point is 
generally no more than a 10 to 15 minute walk 
on flat terrain, either down the airport runway 
for the Anchor bommie and Coral Gardens etc. 
or across the airport and down the lighthouse road 
for the lighthouse bommies. 


It’s always more sense to wheel gear and wetsuit 
jacket down and put it on at the site. The sun 
can be very hot sometimes and heat exhausiton 
is easier to experience than most people realise. 
Always wear a wide brimmed hat and sunscreen 
as it maybe up to half an hour to an hour from 
arriving at the dive shop to sinking beneath the 
surface. 


DIVE SITE ENTRY 
Once at the dive site entry, check with your 


budddy as to your dive plan, organize an entry 
fF 
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plan, gear up and holding mask and fins proceed 
to walk out through the shallows of the reef 
causeway to the reef edge. 


On the way out it is uneven ground, there are 
small bounders, knee-deep pools, rubble and reef 
clumps to negotiate so wet suit boots are a must. 


If cameras are being carried, extra care is needed, 
especially if there are swell breaks coming over 
the reef. At a point deep enough to snorkel or 
just before the edge, don fins and mask while 
using your buddy as a ‘steady’ and performing 
the same service for them in turn. Snorkel out 
over edge, continue the dive. 

DIVE SITE EXIT 

Always plan the dive to include enough air in 
case of tide change, current change of sea 
conditions. Of course in good conditions it is a 
simple matter for a diver in average physical 
condition to snorkel out and in on the surface. 
But at other times the surface wind and/or waves 
make swimming on the surface with BC and tank 
more than a match. Plan to return to the entry 
points as they are the easiest places to exit in all 
conditions. 

At high tide of course it doesn’t really matter 
as there is enough water over the reef platform 
to swim right into the beach. 

All the dive sites are alive with fish, well over 
1000 species have been recorded from the 
Capricorns. The coral formations at Lady Elliot 
are exquisite with some of the nicest table-top 
coral I’ve ever seen, acres of wonderful terraces, 
huge circular platforms. Swim throughs, gutters, 
bommies, turtles, manta rays and a giant maori 
wrasse, butterfly fishes, angels and fairy basslets, 
leopard sharks and huge prehistoric looking shark 
rays out on the sand, it’s all there. 

Since my first visit to Lady Elliot Island many 
years ago, the entire facilities have been updated 
and refurnished bringing it into line with modern 
resort premises. The dining room with self-serve 
smorgasboard styling suits the lay back 


atmosphere and the food is excellent. Bar and 


service is well stocked and maintained and the 
reading library, self entertainment room has a 
good range of books, videos and games for the 
kids. The outside drink and confectionary bar has 
lots of mouth watering nibbles and the gift shop 
sells an impressive range of souvenirs. 

Accommodation is by way of prefab self- 
contained units, log cabins, or tents, depending 
on the whim of the wallet. Lady Elliot Island caters 
more to the get away from it all adventure rather 
than to the luxury market. It’s a beautiful little 
natural sand cay with lots of trees, a unique sea 
bird nesting site (protected area), lots of good 
diving, snorkelling, beachcombing, birdwatching, 
reef-walking and all hosted by the French family 
whose concerns for this little piece of paradise 
is matched only by their courtesy and goodwill. 
On a scale of 5 out of 5 I’d give Lady Elliot, 
a 10 plus! 








Tooth-edged chromodoris (size 35mm) 


Bird rookery at sunset. Silent 
shadows silhouetted against a sky 
of gold, screaming for possession. 
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NOTE - 1, CURRENT GENERALLY RUNS SOUTH ON INCOMING TIDE & NORTH ON OUTGOING TIDE. 
MAY VARY AND BE VERY STRONG AT TIMES. 
2. APPROX. TIDE TIMES - DEDUCT 1 HOUR FROM GLADSTONE TIMES 
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our reefs - amongst the best in the world. 
the natural, friendly and casual atmosphere, the 
excellent food and comfortable accommodation. 


on the beaches or in the water. in the joys of Island living. 
Ph. (008) 072200 or contact your Travel Agent. 
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CONSCIOUS CONCERNS 


Dear Sir, 


| have become concerned 
about the day to day manage- 
ment of Lady Musgrave Island 
and reef. | understand that the 
resources of The Department of 


Conservation, Parks & Wildlife, 


like most, are stretched and also 
because of its remote location, 
it maybe difficult to give this 
island and reef the attention 
necessaary to retain it in prime 
condition. As Captain of the 
M.V. Lady Musgrave, | visit it 
taking tourists on day trips, 
usually four days a week and 
during holiday time, seven days 
a week and in four years have 
had over 50,000 tourists visit the 
island. This letter is not written 
to be critical of the Department, 
only to make _ suggestions 
which maybe of benefit to the 
island and reef. 

! do not think the island is 
being visited by Department 
Rangers as often as it was 
formerly. | feel regular visits by 


Rangers in uniform are 
necessary. Now camping 
permit fees have been imposed, 
could a Ranger or an Honorary 
Protector be on the island for an 
extended time during the busy 
season? Perhaps among 
students doing Honors, P.H.D. 
etc., there could be found 
people who could be appointed 
Protectors and could spend 
some time there. Proprietors of 
Lady Musgrave Barrier Reef 
Cruises would be prepared to 
carry such persons and their 
gear to and from the Island free 
of charge. The Company is also 
prepared to carry free of 
charge, Rangers on day trips. 

| feel that camping numbers 
should be set at not more than 
30 to 35 maximum on the island 
at any one time, and particularly 
during turtle and bird breeding 
season. Also | feel an upper 
limit, say 200 to 250 should be 
set now for day-trippers, 
considering that Lady Mus- 
grave is one of the few where 


day trip passengers get to walk 
on acoral cay. There must be a 
fine line between the number of 
people visiting and what the 
island can stand without des- 
truction of its natural beauty. 
Day passengers do not often 
use the campers’ toilets, but | 
am prepared to put on the 
island out of sight amongst the 
trees a fibreglass portable toilet 
to be removed each day and 
emptied on the mainland. 
Company policy is not to 
carry spearguns, generators 
and freezers. In the interests of 
preservation and conservation 
of the area, other operations 
should not do so either. Visiting 
barges carrying campers run 
onto the beach or shore at high 
tide, leave motors running and 
cover the coral with sediment. 


“This should be stopped.” 
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| have heard that there is a 
proposal to run camping trips to 
the island, possibly taking up 25 
of the 50 maximum. This should 
be looked at very closely — 
maybe one-third of the total 
limit. 

| feel it important that the 
groups of university students 
that camp should have a person 
in charge as | have observed 
some very dangerous boating 
practices by these groups and 
have had to rescue some of 
them. These practices are likely 
to result in loss of life. 

Shell collecting should be by 
permit only. Generally, shells 
taken live from the sea are dis- 
carded as soon as they begin to 
smell. | think G.B.R.M.P.A. reg- 
ulations for areas not totally 
closed allow the taking, except 
for specified species — 5 of 
each species per person per 
day. At Musgrave, we tell the 
day passengers that it is illegal 
to take anything, which is not 
the truth, because outside the 
closed area they could take 


some things. This should not be 
necessary — We should not be 
in this position. Lady Musgrave 
Island, lagoon and reef should 
be under complete protection. 
Anyone who knows the zonings 
could legally bring on board a 
large number of live shells as 
there are many species on the 
reef flat in shallow water, and 
there is not much we could Say. 

Because we feed the fish 
around the pontoon in_ the 
lagoon it should be a designa- 
ted special no_ fishing, no 
spearing area with signs 
erected saying so. Similar to the 
closure of John Brewer Reef 
after the floating motel was 
removed. 

When all year camping was 
first allowed, total people/ 
nights were around 2000 
annually. The_ figure has 
increased to 9000 or more. The 
imposition of fees should be 
bringing in sufficient money to 
enable rangers to be on the 
island more often. This, added 








to occupants of visiting yachts 
and the number of day visitors 
surely should require more pro- 
tective zonings for the island, 
lagoon and reef. 

We must try to take care of 
this reef as well as others along 
the entire length of our great 
barrier reef. It is ours, but we 
must use it wisely. 


Yours faithfully, 


George Christensen 
Captain — M.V. Lady Musgrave 
Bundaberg. 
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Who said you can breathe easier at 
198 feet? The U.S. Navy, that’s who. 


SCUBAPRO G250 REGULATOR EARNS NAVY’S NO. 1 RATING. 


The Scubapro MK10/G250 regulator system was ranked V.I.V.A., and Pneumatically Balanced Linear Flow 
No. 1 in breathing performance by the U.S. Navy Experi- Demand Valve offer overall response smoothness and 
mental Diving Unit. A total of 51 regulators from 19 minimum breathing effort. The rugged corrosion free 


manufacturers were evaluated. In the graphite/nylon case with molded in exhaust 
evaluation of breathing perform- 5 ETRE, tee make the G250 a regulator be- 
ance phase, the G250 regulator ee ee yond excellence. Blue, red and 
had the lowest breathing | eae | | teal diaphragms and decals 
resistance of all the regu- i a -f , allow for color coordina- 


tion. Test the ‘Easiest 

Breathing Regu- 

lator’ at your 
SH Eds) 
Dealer. 


lators at 198 feet. The 
exclusive Inhala- 
tion Resistance 
Control, Diver 
Controlled 
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SCUBAPRO AUSTRALIA, UNIT 3, 28 VORE ST, SILVERWATER N.S.W. 2141. Ph: (02) 748 0199 Fax: (02) 748 0803 
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Looks ie 
Fit a 
Texture i 
Style (1 piece) 
Wearing comfort (dry) Bt 
Wearing comfort (wet) a 
Flexipad knee protectors Bs 
Flexibility Pa 
Wind chill factor (surface) a 
Heat retention wa 
Body squeeze at depth (none) 

Zippers Bi 
Water absorption resistance a 
Drying time ea 
Stitching a 
Joins fe 
PRICE (a 


This suit appears very well made 
and over the period of testing (1 week) 
I found it certainly excelled in most ways 
over my usual one. 


As it was my first time wearing a one 
piece I did have extreme problems 





Fair %& Not provided 





getting it on and was unable to get it 
off by myself. Apart from the style 
(which may be excellent for others but 
does not suit me) | found the suit to 
be at least 25% warmer than my 
conventional suit and if I can get one 
in a two piece, I will certainly change 


my brand. This must be the definitive 
‘buddy suit’. 


Inner Fabric is a Polyester Plush with 
micro flakes of Stainless Steel which 
conducts and reflects the body heat for 
longer period than normal material, 
therefore tests have shown that you can 
wear a 3mm suit and have warmth factor 
of a 5mm suit. 


Outer Fabric is a hard wearing Diamond 


Nylon Plush Patterned fabric. 


Flexi Pads a revolutionary new process 
in injecting moulding resulting in a 
flexible hard wearing polyinex surface. 





Diamond Thermo-Plush Lining (1 piece) | 
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Black Cod are a protected species, here one provides a close encounter for the photographers. 
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You Doni Have io 
Dive Deep 


re you tired of making videos of the 
sae old things? Aunt Mabel 

coming to stay, or yet another video 
of the dog, is all very well, but there must be 
subjects with a bit more of a challenge and 
a sparkle; aren't there? 

Have you ever watched the underwater 
films of Jacques Costeau or David 
Attenborough and wished that you could 
do something as exciting, but don't relish 
the thought of diving? 

Well you can, all you need is your video 
camera, a Ewa marine bag, mask and 
snorkel and you too can film the most 
amazing scenes. Even in this country, 
there is wealth of life underwater, just a few 
feet from the shoreline; but for spectacular 
underwater scenes, you will need to find 
yourself a coral reef. 

There are many places in the world, 
some quite close to home and others in 
distant exotic places, where the coral reefs 
come to within a few feet of the waters 
edge. So, whilst the rest of the family bask 
in the sunshine, you can film scenes that 
will amaze and entrance them without 
even swimming out of your depth. 

| have visited the Maldive Islands twice in 
the past and been captivated by their 
beauty, both above and beneath the water. 
Having taken some really nice photo- 
graphs, | was keen to return with a video 
camera. 

The Maldive Islands are scattered like 
pearls in the Indian Ocean 400 miles S.W. 
of Sri Lanka. There are almost 2,000 
islands, approximately 200 are inhabited 
and only 55 are developed for tourism. 
Most of these are in the Male atoll. 

The tourist islands are fairly similar, each 
has small thatched bungalows simply 
furnished and constructed of coral rock 
nestling close to the shore line, a 
restaurant, coffee shop and bar and asmall 
gift shop selling most things from hand 
printed tee shirts to sun lotion. The climate 
iS aS near to perfect as one could wish, 
temperatures both on land and in the water 
average 30°C. If you are keen to dive or 
snorkel it pays to check how far away the 
house reef is. Some are a few yards away 
from the shore line while others can only 
be reached by boat. Similarly some islands 
have shallow and safe lagoons perfect for 
windsurfing and swimming and some have 
better beaches than others. The size of the 
islands obviously dictates the number of 
bungalows and facilities available. 
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Ros Orpin with one of her video housings. 


My destination for the first week of my 
holiday was Meerufenfushi, right at the top 
of the north Male atoll and two-and-half 
hours by Dhoni from the airport. What a 
breathtaking journey. Stretched out below 
a shady awning, trailing our hot feet in the 
refreshing water, we were accompanied by 
flying fish and playful porpoises, it was the 
perfect way to see some of the other 
islands. Each circled by pure white coral 
sands and varying shades of translucent 
acquamarine. 

Meerufenfushi is one of the largest 
islands and has a small jungle in the centre 
which conceals a football pitch. The 
Maldivians, who are marvellous friendly 
people are football fanatics and love to 
play against the tourists so remember to 
pack your kit if you are a keen player. 

Most visitors to the Maldives, however, 
are entranced by the underwater paradise. 
The reefs and fish are protected by law and 
one only has to walk a few paces into the 
water to be surrounded by brightly 
coloured fish of every size and shape 
clamouring for titbits of breakfast toast. All 
equipment for both diving and snorkelling 
is available for hire, but it pays to take your 
own if you can. The Maldives is probably 
one of the cheapest places in the world to 
learn to dive and the crystal clear warm 
waters ensure that it is a most pleasurable 
experience. Not everyone, however is 
suited to diving either physically or 
psychologically and you can, in fact, get 
just as much pleasure from snorkelling. 
Most of the colour and life on a reef is 
within the first few feet of the surface. 


Vide 


by: Ros Orpin 


Floating effortlessly surrounded by butter- 
fly fish, angel fish, parrot fish and gropers 
is an exhilarating experience. The fish are 
totally unafraid and welcome you to their 
magical world. You do not need to invest in 
expensive equipment either. Ewa marine 
bags, which consist of a heavy gauge, 
flexible plastic bag witha glass port at each 
end are perfectly adequate; and prices 
start at around $200.00 

| normally use a Sony V100 Pro, but 
considered this too bulky and took with me 
a Sony V90 and Ikelite housing. Although it 
weights only 19lbs complete with camera, 
it is quite a large item to carry, but gives 
excellent results and well worth the effort. 

| couldn’t wait to start filming and as 
soon as we arrived at our Island, | grabbed 
my mask, flippers, camera and housing 
and staggered excitedly towards the reef. | 
gently lowered the housing into the water 
and instantly curious fish swam up to 
investigate. A quick check that all was well 
and | was off. | had fitted an Ikelite video 
eye which replaces the rear extension of 
the camera view finder and magnifies the 
image to approxiately 1%" across. This 
makes viewing with a mask on an absolute 
delight. In fact, | was so impressed | have 
left iton the camera as a permanent fixture. 

The housing handled perfectly, the 
stabilising wings held it steady and it was 
quite possible to use just one hand when 
required. | found it easier to switch all the 
controls on before entering the water 
leaving just the record button to operate 
whilst submerged and this method is ‘ideal’ 
for the marine bag, also; leaving just the 
record and zoom controls to worry about. | 
had set the camera to macro, tied down the 
button, and focused underwater on an 
object 2 - 3ft away. This ensures that it 
remains in focus to infinity and it is a good 
idea to mark this setting on the camera, 
thus enabling one to set the focus before 
loading the camera into the housing or bag 
on future occasions. 

| had ordered a wide angle converter, 
which would have enabled me to use the 
zoom controls, but unfortunately it did not 
arrive in time. 

It was very disappointing being 
restricted to the macro setting as obviously 
the zoom control would have expanded 
and enhanced the filming, but the fish are 
so used to divers and snorkellers that they 
literally swim alongside. In fact, the cleaner 
fish can be a bit of a nuisance, cleaning 
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Paes. and lenses tho roughly a and a “There are numerous books and courses 
otc Lighting is only essential Sipe 
- diving fairly deep as most video cameras — much on the use of a video camera 


on underwater photography, but not so 


operate in low light conditions, and various — _ underwater. However, video film is so 


filters are available to epee colour and 
_ reduce glare. 


cheap that the best way to learn is to have a 
Ses go, after all, if the results are less than 


Keep the sun behind you if you can, she ~ perfect, you can rewind the film and try 


don't forget that you can burn very easily 


whilst Snorkelling, So Cover up or use a 


titted down at an angle to create the 
illusion of depth and deepen the blue ofthe 


ocean. Try to keep swimming slowly 


forward, which will make holding the 
camera steady a little easier, as will a 


want to linger over a particular shot, 


prevent drifting off at the crucial moment, 
but always respect the reefs, they take 
thousands of years to grow and establish 
and one careless knock from a flipper can 
destroy hundreds of years of growth. 
Never touch anything that you are notsure 
of, somethings are toxic or very rarely, 


leave only bubbles is a well known divers 
motto. Take care also, not to kick up too 
much sediment and sand or you will spoil 
the clarity of your video. Be alert at all 
times, it is all too easy whilst snorkelling to 
be so entranced and engrossed by the 
fascinating underwater world that one is 
tempted to swim out too far. Always check 
which way the current is pulling and swim 
against it initially, using its power to assist 
you back to base should you tire. Divers 
always dive with a buddie and | would 
suggest that for safety’s sake, snorkellers 
should always do the same. 
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again. | am sure that you will never cease to 


be thrilled by this vast new world; and who 
waterproof sun cream. Keep your camera ns 


knows you may want to progress even 
further and dive with an aqualung in order 
to enjoy the underwater to the full. 
have the most 
marvellous record of an unforgetable 


~ experience which you will be able to share 
couple of weights in the marine bag. If you | 


with family and friends. Do remember to 


edit down to a reasonable length and 
anchor yourself to a piece of coral to_ 


possibly add some suitable music for 
interest, half an hour of heavy breathing 
and splashing isn't that entertaining. 

_ Always rinse and dry your housing or 
bag carefully before removing the camera 
and check the clips and o rings or seals 
‘regularly. The mating surface for the oring 


~ or seal should be clear of dust etc. and the 
even deadly. Take only photographs and — 


o ring should be lightly greased with 
silicone grease. 
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A bag of silica gel inside the housing pte 


bag helps prevent condensation on the 

inside of the glass port and some salivaon 
the outside before you submerge, it will 
help prevent bubbles from forming. Saliva 


on the inside and outside of your mask just ~ 
before entering the water prevents misting © 
up and bubbles forming. It sounds awful — 
but it is a standard practice.amongst divers 
which really works, sono one will think any 
the less of you. 

The Maldivians are Muslim and worry 
that video tapes might contain 
pornographic material, so it is advisable to 
take film sealed in the original wrapper. 
There is a limited amount of video film 
available in the Maldives but it is mostly 
video 8. 

Remember to take the receipt for your 
camera to show Customs, if required. 
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LEARN TO DIVE 


HOLIDAYS 
* INTRODUCTORY RESORT COURSES 
* OPEN WATER DIVE COURSE 
* DISCOVER SCUBA DIVING — SIMPLE, EASY 
AND LOTS OF FUN 


Borry’s Rentals have a range to suit everybody. From mini 
coach to 4 and two door cars. 
Whether you are diving at Kingston Cascade, or visiting 
the many picturesque coastal views, Borry’s Rentals have 
reliable excellently maintained vehicles to cater for your 
requirements and afford your pocket. 
Norfolk may be small on the map, but transportation is 
essential for shopping, visiting the tax free stores and 
getting around to restaurants each night. Your Borry’s 
Rental car will meet you at the airport on your arrival. 
TAYLORS ROAD, BURNT PINE @ Hours: 8am-5pm seven days 


Telephone: 2114 @ P.O. Box 169, Norfolk Island 
Telex: NV32008 BORRYS ® Facsimile: 6723 3014 





PH: (672-3) 3154. =, FAX: (672:3) 2907 
ALA 


SOUTH PACIFIC RESORT HOTE]_ 


NORFOLK ISLAND’S PREMIER HOLIDAY ADDRESS 
P.O. BOX 215, NORFOLK ISLAND 2899, SOUTH PACIFIC 


When you've spent a long energetic day engrossed 
in the wonder world of Norfolk’s fascinating dive spots 
- you're going to want to relax in calm comfortable 
surroundings - maybe enjoy a long cool drink or two 
- be waited on a little - have a choice of food styles 
(from barbecues to Cafe style to fine A-la-Carte) - 
perhaps even let your hair down a little at a Disco 
Night. There’s only one place in Norfolk where you 
can have all these options. 


* BOAT DIVES to Nepean and Phillip Islands, Norfolk — THE SOUTH PACIFIC RESORT HOTEL — 





coastal spots that we know so well. Weekends and 
midweek. Phone: Sydney: 
& NIGHT DIVES a different and exciting way of __ eye ea 
enjoying Norfolk’s underwater world. Poa se vane 
* BOAT CHARTER\or commercial work, scenic trips, : i 
experienced skipper with extensive local knowledge. ae a 
orto Irn 
* TAX FREE dive equipment, fishing and sporting gear. | (07) 229 ars 
* PADI diving course specialists recommended by __ Weityaatienie: 
Neville Coleman. | Diu. Travel 


(03) 650 2385 


Norfolk Island: 
Norfolk Resorts 
(6723) 3154 


CONTACT NORFOLK DIVING 
TAYLORS ROAD, NORFOLK ISLAND 2899 | 
P.O. BOX 454 TELEPHONE: 2618 or 2775 FAX: 672 3 2276 








very dive is different, that’s what 

makes diving such a buzz, no 

matter how many times you dive 
(even in the same location) to those 
whose eyes are open and searching, the 
discovery of life never diminishes. 


Daytime diving is exciting, but 
nighttime diving is an outright challenge 
to all the basic elements our programmed 
fears bestow on us. Darkness all around 
and only a thin beam of torchlight slicing 
through our conscious sight. Out beyond 
the beam the pure expectation of true 
exploration, the self discipline of knowing 
and the adrenalin-charged, spine-tingling, 
heart-pumping high of facing the 
unknown. 


Yet there are times when the factors 
of familiarity reduce the apparent risk and 
the dive site takes on all the aspects of 
an aquarium where ease of reference 
points and known seascape enables good 
scientific photography and natural history 
observations to be made with maximum 
efficiency and almost effortless ease. 


NORFOLK ISLAND LAGOON 

Such a place is the Norfolk Island 
lagoon. Due to its shallow depths and well 
protected reef rampart it is a night diver’s 
paradise and a natural historians 
pleasure. A three hour night dive is not 





unusual for an experienced diver and two 
to two and a half hours the norm. The 
nocturnal animals occupy many of the 
same niches that have been vacated by 
the daytime species. 


Snake eels, flounder, soles, Pacific rock 
cods, prawns, shrimps, scorpionfish, 
crabs, sea cucumbers, nudibranchs, 
volute shells, hermit crabs, sea anemones, 
sap suckers, hard and soft coral polyps, 
side-gilled slugs, staircase shells, dog 
whelks are actively foraging. 


The numbers of the little brown sea 
cucumbers (which are only found 
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Scabby platydoris nudibranch 


by 
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beneath rocks during the day) must be 
seen to be believed, like so many brown 
sausages they cling with their tube feet 
all over the bright green grape weed 
covered reefs. 


Using two Nikonos cameras, one with 
1 to 2 close-up tube and framer and the 
other a 835mm Nikonos close-up lense 
and framer, combined with SR 3000 and 
Nikonos 102 strobes, I had a possible 72 
frames of Fuji 50 I.S.O. to capture the 
nightlife. 


THE NORFOLK ISLAND 
FAUNA SURVEY 

Although all the results are still not 
collated as yet, a number of significant 
discoveries were made. Over 250 species 
have been identified with many new 
records for the area. Strangely, some 
species have only ever been recorded 
from the Indian Ocean before. 


One shrimp of which there were only 
two damaged preserved specimens in the 
world now has a complete specimen and 
a colour record of the living animal. It was 
first discovered from a poison station at 
Eniwetok atoll centuries ago. Ours was 
the first ever hand collected and photo- 
graphed. The survey will continue and a 
record of the known species listed in the 
future. 
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self contained accommodation 
found in the comfortable quarters of Sunhaven Apartments. 
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NIKONOS V is used and recommended by 
World renowned Underwater 
Photographer/Author Neville Coleman, 
Director Sea Australia Resource Centre. 


'@ Send for details on the 
y, “Nikon guide to underwater photography’ 
{ | ) ly | Video available on V.H.S. or Beta. 


Distributed by Maxwell Optical Industries Pty. Limited, Unit 5, Level B, 100 Harris Street, Pyrmont. N.S.W. 2009 





MARINE MAMMAL MAGIC 





e knew it was past the whale migra- 
tion season and a sighting was 
unlikely. We knew it was really too 


late in the summer for a glimpse of the tiny, 
endangered Hector’s dolphin. There were 
enough problems getting a ferry booking for 
atemotelUiamede-lacem Com eLel@ermelimel-Vaair-laC-laliiam 10) 
the lure of Kaikoura’s towering seaward 
ie: Tare [-- am fle fe -rem-Jarelec-t-M-lare mm (al-Mal-\ume)e) ecole (Ulan 
ity to see dolphins and whales in their own 
environment under an exciting new part- 
tourism, part-conservation venture was too 
i celale Mm C-miela.¢-rem-l eel elute Mm (al-Mar-es1(-t-e- Tare mall 
Kaikoura in early March. It was worth every 
cent. 

About 16k offshore south of Kaikoura the 
water, nearly 5k deep, sparkled invitingly. The 
boat load of 10 watched for the first splash — 
except it was not just one. Several splashes 
turned to 40 and 50 and eventually a thrilling 
400 as the great schools of dusky dolphins, 
their slim bodies streaked soft grey and 
creamy white, streamed rapidly through the 
sea. Pursuing lines of fish for a feed, the 
ro Coll elaliat-wmme-(ec-to Mmm Cole el-to lon << iam (01) ame] -) (ou Mm (al) 
ol Tal diate MUL ar-(ex-mr-l1Mr-Leelelare mm (al -m eloy-] Mm Cat-IaCel cor 
of re-entry after a jump raining splinters of sea 
_ skyward. At such times of pursuit, the sleek 
ro (VE1.4(=t-Mor- | aM c-y- (ern) ol-\-1e fe) melee (e408 dale) CR (ols 
short periods. We twisted one way and then the 
ro) a=) am =Y-° [= gam COMMER oy: | (1a MR CaC- mo lo)| eal alam of-1-) 
moments on film, their incredible movements 
difficult to frame still. And once they had 
finished feeding, we were rewarded with 
breath-taking displays of agility as the duskies 
leapt joyfully clean clear of the water, turning 
foT=JINVEaU] om CoM CaC-M-LUlam ol-1elc-mey oll-L-lallale Ml ey-[e. Malco) 
the sea and resuming their path. As if merely 
watching was not enough, we were told that 
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by SIOUX BENNETT 


four of us could get in and swim with the 
dolphins if we wanted. Four of us went mad 
with delight. Stripping off to togs or simply 
underwear, we lowered ourselves gingerly 
rohY(=) am (a= MJ(°(- Mal Comm Clem eli lace Mmoxe)(e Me) mm (a(-IE-(-T- B 
ror-} Coal lave Me: Mali cVelare Mm olc-t-] (am el-a(o)¢-mmelolalaliare] 
masks and snorkels to look down into the 
dappled azure depths. It was kind of scary, 
ol-Yfate Wr-le)(-m Coe-1-Melame (ola m (el c=) -] Meemor- 1a ALL?) 
then thrilling as one of the duskies zoomed 
upwards towards you, circled and then raced 
effortlessly off again. We were told it was really 
best to keep as still as possible and for 
ro) oy unle las mme (edi olaliaMma-t-F) elolaly-mmm Colm ce) | me) =] ar: Lae] 
over. The chill was a bit much to spend 
sufficient time trying it all out. But to actually 
be in there with such beautiful creatures and 
realise they wanted to play as much as you, 
WED am ial celae (tic lel(-m-» ¢el-te(are- mm Olal rele) Clemia) 
i at=M oXey-] Moral Uren. dire MLC Manleiiic-remelelare-lalei-t-laby 
that drifted from the swimmers’ snorkels. The 
dolphins, seemingly puzzled at our lack of 
staying power, fluttered their tails and whisked 
away. 

There was more to come. OK, so it was a bit 
late to see whales. But we all wanted to check it 
out, just in case there was one of the giant 
mammals lurking there and we missed the 
rot ak-laler- Mam Oh iM (-Me-lalo) eum ele] larediate Malle lamr-lale Mm r-t-1' 
over the slightly swelling sea into the misty 
distance, the land veiled by thin cloud. We 
(1 c= im (o)(o Mm Comm (ele) am (ol amr: MAUL ar-1(-M- Meer: lI [late Meet: ] a0 B 
Lake] Mu cel Ui (eMe-]e)el-r-1am CoMel-M-MIIi(-M olelime) M-yaile). <=) 
somewhere on the vast horizon. We stared with 
foxeyatex=Jal(e-1{(e)a Mmm al (om (aC- Mame |-1-) emo) (U(- Mme l(-)¢- [ale 
eyes straining hopefully. Thar she (or he) blew! 
oli dl ofey-| mello M-> del(elo(-XomTiiam-lalicel|ey-]((e)a mn mele 
many of us this would be the first live whale 


sighting we’d every had, certainly the first at 


such close hand. As we closed on the “puff” a 
Tair LiMmalelin) Mere 0] (eM ol-My-\-Tammur-| (imei (-y-luiliare men 
it projecting from the massive sperm whale’s 
|oF-(o). Gam (=r) ¢) el-¥-1¢-1o Mm Comm itey-] @mecelanle)(-1¢-1) amd LLB 
resembling a hesitant submarine, most of him 
submerged apart from the fountain of spray 
that shot up from his blow-hole at several 
minute intervals. It was hard to conceive of 
FTaNataliare MYM Lae (-m-larem UM diale mer: Lintl mi rey:] (Lale ir by 
if oblivious of our small and noisy presence. 
Shortly, slowly, the whale began to move 
downwards and in the greatest characteristic 
gesture of sperm whales, lifted his solid tail 
eS Colo) UU) om CoMil Co Me t-malere( mC liMiOL Cr Malle lait Mal: 
proceeded down into the depths, leaving a 
ms Colo) (ola la) Mmm: BUT e(-M-laem-liuiles1m el-1ai-[e Melee (-me) 








The fabulous Dusky dolphin, New Zealand's much loved mammal. 


rofoyany ol (1 CIN MT UMW r-1 (am ol-dallale mw Wi Celat-M-]ler-] (cost 
sailed past. There was silence. This was 
awesome. 

BM at-maleljey-larem-lalomdic-m (Y-la me) mM =f-140)-1¢- I More le| 
Talo Ma tole(-Tame1eh(al-1ar-laremel(e male) @c-y-l|\mx=) mele] a Ce) 
create such an impression. They were, 
explains Barbara, extremely involved with 
marine mammal research specifically her 
lar Liem ola Gur: lale mm at-t-e(-10maalelc-Mustelat-\ "am (Com ivlale| 
Tian Cola eam Cle] late Melalm(e(-y-\-Micelinme) 7-1 4-1-7--w-1ale| 
knowing what Kaikoura could offer, they 
fo [-Yoi(o[-Yo Mm (oMmexelaale)(al-mmr- Mm evelaly-1ar-1{(olataaliace(-t0, 
tourist attraction with pleasure for themselves 
and began Nature Watch Charters, offering 
Lofoy:) Mm id) oko) Mam) ome (om (alc -(- Mm alolUle-Mm fo) am liali (yo! 
numbers of people per trip. They were hardly 
prepared for the almost instant success that 
followed. 

ms oh T- Mi at-h-mvomaar-labva cd) etm efoto) ¢-Yom tal-] md 
dont have enough time for the research,” 
Roger laughs. 

But the money invested must be paying off 
for the venture to continue. It was no small 
commitment to decide, after the first few 
uatolal (al-Mamo) mmme)ol-1¢-] (ola mimm (al-] Gm al-h amc te LU] (a -1o mmr | 





oUF} olan tae ¥ ILL @c-t-3-1-1 BCom el ce) (o[-M (al-Mel-1-) y=) a) (o-e 
The result was a steel-hulled, wind-shield 
protected type of zodiac, with sturdy sides, 
“roll bars” and the zodiac’s cushiony sides. 
Worth around a cool $70,000 the sturdy boat 
has already proved its all-weather capability 
lato m-1-y-] Mle la) mexolualcolac-le)h mei a-w-lrremilaCrem aida) 
Fm ab'Ze ice) o)alolal-mam- Mull s’mmel-\Ucet-mm (ole) diate meiita] oli] 
NL <= Mo) F-Tol dV lol ol-Tarerolcom ii (ak-B darelekelam(al-K-1alep 
Lowered into the sea, it picks up the sounds 
marine mammals use to communicate, sense 
FlatoM slate mel (¢-rei(lolam-laroM ii CialiaremComele)|elalial-mel Lg 


_is pure magic. We were all entranced by the 


sharp shrieks and squeals that came from the 
lv latel di hea t-x-rel late MmmolOl-). 4 mum-Yodalelo) (-wmr- ale Mmm (al) 
mysterious clicking noises from the whale's 
head used to locate its prey. 

dar} =f-19ek-1e- Bre late Ma felel=lamelceh i (o(- wr: mola lor-m 
abr ba Lia (iant-me) ol eLelacelall om com-> del-1a(-Jale-e-Me- late (= 
of what Kaikoura hosts in marine life. The high- 
speed thrill is just a part of the wonder, 
> dalit-le-)(Celame-lare mm t-l0 relate 

i ae) a Lali ¢-|aler- Wan (=m =] (=m ol =Lo) 0) (-Mole] a Com-t-1- I (al = 
seals if they haven't time to get to the mainland 
colony, Barbara says. 


“The seals” are a smallish colony inhabiting 
Fe} (1) Mm cored QYmr-ir-laleMarelm Colom t-lm@elitiarele-m dalleia) 
Y-T Taare ole) olUlr-lacolmela-1-rel ale Mm Mal- Mel: ) (=m Et] O-| 
mother hisses at us, protecting her tiny baby, 
lalColfate Micelasminl-mellislel(-Me) Mial-M olor] @-Melb) (oler-[ael-) 
Tale: Miar-[oloh AY mole ColcoloMmy dali (-Muit- lah mel m Ut-e-relel it 
seals cavort around in the thick seaweed and 
tumultous swells surrounding the _ island, 
others have somehow climbed near its perilous 
summit. 

Seals are, however, very much a part of 
Kaikoura, whether found in more isolated 
re) F-(eox-.-M IL Cm Cal-mit- late elm lamer] (olal(-t-e-leol lato M als) 
coast road. Although they've historically 
returned to the south of the South Island to 
lol ¢-1-Xo Mm uarola-mmolc-r-re late MI -Mmale)mmelerel¥laalare Mla (al) 
Kaikoura area. And if the whales are majestic 
Tato (al-melolielaliarm-aliale-li are i (Cam cacelele amr =) 
were too far out to catch a glimpse of a 
Hector's) seals are the clowns of the place. 
They're funny, they're posers and they appear 
Commo’ (=m 14-0) (Colaba olcohUcel-ro Mm cele mele) aM Mi (ala-F-1(-18) 
them. Barbara says they can move extremely 
fast along all kinds of rough terrain, despite 
their somewhat clumsy appearance on land, 
and they have a nasty bite. If you’re lucky, a 
search for seals can also reveal a few other 
coastal zone treasures, such as the little 
yellow-crested penguin we discovered, 
1 Tatel [ate M-Lrelal-mmr-lalemmr-]°) ex-Le-1ah hmm (ate lal (-lal-to Mm Co) 
re-enter the water, although he wasn't at all 
Tor: [¢'-To Mr] Mol) amal--11¢-1a) am] e) ol cey- Leia lm-l folate Mm (at 
rocks near Kaikoura’s main seal habitat. 

But the whales have continued to be a prime 
FLA te Tet (Cela (olmmar-] (lcm t-](olame-lale | & Mol 0] Om Cele dal 
deeps Roger usually heads first on expedi- 
tions. Everyone, he grins, wryly, secretly wants 
to see whales more than the rest. 

The sperm whale we found they had named 
Humpy and had been seen for three weeks in 
almost exactly the same spot where presum- 
lol NVM (alm folelom tele toleluillar-lalii mye (ire) Mur-t-Me (oleh 
Roger estimated Humpy weighed about 50 
tonnes and he was about 18m long, bringing 
him close to the maximum size for a male 
sperm. The over-sized facts about whales such 
as this are hard to grasp. Sperm whales can 
dive as deep as 3000m and remain submerged 
for as long as two or three hours. They're able 
1 Comme (om-1| Ma (all-fmo) am) (0) 9) ollale mmole) in Mm-vo)nil-i o)lofeye| 
flow and their muscles have a huge oxygen 
3 Co) ¢-Je [= Mam or-| oF-[e1] 4’ = 101 Gm (al-Mmr-Ler-] ele: (eam Mm late | 
most amazing is the massive oil reservoir 
\ Col d-To Tam ial-timal-r- lok Mew alrolaMetar-late(-t-eelUi(el (iva Co 
wax when the whale pumps cold water in 
around the chamber before it wants to 
fol -T-Tor-T alo Mm (al Umer] diate Mr: Mal-r-) AML ale lal (om ar=y |e) 
the process. When the whale wishes to rise — 
again, it simply pumps the water out again, 
lie ET ate a (alma b aa Coc 2 (Oda (om (aC-mal(e]al(-1ame)| p 

= F-[deoy-]¢- Me lace Ma Cele (-1amolola me (om- Mle) Meolmc-lL diate 
ro lUT alate Mm Cal-mm-> Cone Le-i(olal- eam ol] am ol-Yo) 0) (-Me-1e-M-]1 7: im 
free to ask questions and they certainly have 
most of the answers. They basically let visitors 
enjoy what they find and there's plenty of 
Talfolduar-lielam-)c-Iitlel(-m-1@ (al-mel(oMeial0l coiam (al-h'AZ:) 
renovated as a business centre in the main 


a) (¢-1-) Ge) a €- 11 oleic: mM al- me] 9) ol coy- loam Col Wnd ¢-hY 


Tato Mal Mu rela ¢-eam @] o\-1a lr: Melero) at-lalo i (=) al (aless- Talo 
lat: Cam ar- To (al-iy ola hi C-re (=m CoS (-) 0M (alcolele lame: )U-m 

Despite whaling bans and protests against 
fishing practices which kill marine mammals 
by the thousand (the current drift-netting 
practice is a prime example), slaughter 
continues. What Barbara and Roger are doing 
Tam €-1L collie: Mime ar-lalale Mr-lalm (ap ey-\F-laler-M-van ai ce) ape 
ment in a non-threatening way. An 
environment more of us need to strive to 
FJ) ol ¢-Jelt-] (-mr- Talo oe) cel (-1e1 6 
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AQUATICA4 


THE PROFESSIONAL’S HOUSING 
FOR THE NIKON F4 


PROFESSIONAL UNDERWATER HOUSING FOR NIKON F4 


he introduction of the new 
; AQUATICA 4 underwater hous- 
ing is the result of a long and 
continuing relationship between Aqua 
Vision Systems Inc, of Canada and the 
most highly acclaimed, most demand- 
ing underwater photographers in the 
world. 


The AQUATICA 4 is a cast aluminum 
housing specially designed to accept 
the NIKON F4S 35mm camera with the 
DA-20 action finder. Use of the MF-23 
data is recommended. The system 
allows for use of either wide angle or 
macro lenses. 


While sharing the same feel and many 
of the same accessories of its renowned 
predecessor, the AQUATICA 3, the 
AQUATICA 4 permits the photographer 
to exploit the new technology found in 
the F4. The choice can be made to shoot 
in auto or manual focus mode, 
corrections to exposure can be made 
using the exposure compensation 
control, and difficult lighting conditions 
can be solved by using TTL mode strobe 
with the cameras 1/250th sync speed. 
All this along with complete control of 
shutter speed and aperture. 


AQUATICA 4 is available in Australia 
only from SEA OPTICS, South Australia. 
Phone (08) 362 6161 or 
Fax (08) 362 9326 


» 
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rr 


P.O. BOX 337 
CAMPBELLTOWN 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
PH: (08) 362 6161 
ren (:) IK GYECKY 5 


AQUATICA 4 
SPECIFICATIONS: 


Camera: Nikon F4S with DA-20 action finder. 
MF-23 Multi Control data back necessary for 
frame counter information. 

Housing: Cast aluminum shell, fully black 
anodized to military specifications. Premium 
Dupont acrylic enamel exterior finish. 

Sealing System: All sealing surfaces precision 
machined, all giands double O-ring sealed. 
Port Mount: Standard Aquatica thread mount. 
Ports: 8” Dome Port for wide angle lenses, flat 
lens port for macro lenses. 

Lens Gears: Standard Aquatica lens gears with 
certain new gears specially designed for AF 
lenses. 

Function Controls: Aperture select, focus 
adjust, shutter speed adjust, trigger release, 
exposure compensation adjust. Aperture, 
shutter speed, and exposure compensation 
controls are graduated and can be calibrated 
from outside the housing. 

View Port: Provides full frame viewing and frame 
counter information (with optional MF-23 Multi 
Control data back). 

Strobe Connectors: Nikonos TTL, Nikonos III/ 
IV, E.O., and ICS 

Dimensions (WxHxD): 223.5 x 221 x 127 mm/ 
8.8 x 8.7 x 5” (w/o grips) 

Weight: approx. 4700gr/10.35 lbs (w/o camera) 
Optional Brackets: Choice of Oceanic; Sea & 
Sea; E.0.; ICS; Nikonos $B102/103; and 
Nikonos IV/V mount. 
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PHONE: (07) 391 3766 


BRISBANE’S NEWEST 
AND BEST STOCKED 


Wreck Dives 
Reef Dives 
Tropical Waters 
spend one 

day or one week 
and experience 
S.E. Queensland’s top 
dive locations! 


Daily 8-5 


GET WET SPORTS Pty. Ltd. 


Tangalooma Island Resort 
Morton Island 4004 


(075) 48 2666 


OR JOIN US 
ON ONE 

OF OUR FULLY 
ESCORTED 
OVERSEAS 
DIVE 

TOURS 


Beginners 
t 


0 
Instructors 


49 Balaclava Street, 
W'Gabba (Brisbane) 


WWil 
Wrecks! 


Professional Dive Store ' 
Servicing Ae Needs 29° Water Temp! 
0 


30m-plus visibility! 
100m wall drop offs 
Friendly Natives 
Lodge Accommodations 


Experience the 
SOLOMON ISLANDS 


Also 
located 
at Tambea 
Village Resort, 
PO Box 506, Honiara 
Singles, Couples and 
small groups especially 
catered for. 
For bookings contact: 
Adventure Sports, 


(677) 60253 Fax: 60297 


P.O. Box 
21 Gizo, 
Solaman. 
islands. 


NSW. 





. «2, A REY 
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EXPEDITIONS 


Phone: 018 72 1005 


P.O. Box 225 
East Brisbane 4169 
For brochures and schedules 
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@ SCENIC ISLAND BOAT DIVES @ PURE AIR FILLS @ ALL GEAR HIRE & SERVICE e EQUIPMENT SALES. SCUBA 
INSTRUCTION TO ALL LEVELS INCLUDING SNORKELLING & SPECIAL INTEREST COURSES. “DIVE QUEST” 
MULLAWAY IS SITUATED 29km NORTH OF COFFS HARBOUR IN THE HEART OF THE SOLITARY ISLANDS GROUP. 


Enquire or Book Now with Your Hosts Gary Thompson and Chris Connell 


30 MULLAWAY DRIVE, MULLAWAY NSW 2456 e PH: (066) 54 1930 


DIVE QUEST MULLAWAY 
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Proposed Solitary Islands 


Solitary Islands Marine Reserve 
Proposed Zoning Description 
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Marine Reserve 


SANDON NORTH SOLITARY ISLAND 
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Proposed Recreational and Commercial Activities in 
Different Zones of the Solitary Islands Marine Reserve 


Activity 




































Recreational - Line Fishing Yes 
- Netting Yes 
* Trapping Yes 
- Spearfishing Yes 
- Collecting Limited(1) 
- Diving 
- Boating 






Commercial - Line Fishing 

















- Trawling No 
- Trapping Limited(2) 
- Netting Permit 






- Collecting Permit 


- Mining 






Competitions - Line Fishing 
- Spear fishing 
Collecting for: 
Group Educational Excursions 
Scientific Research 


(1) For bait organisms such as pippies, beach worms, red rock crabs, cunjevoi and green sea 
lettuce only. 
(2) Rock lobsters and crabs only. 


Subject to MSB consideration. 

Note - These activities must comply with existing State and Local fisheries regulations e.g. 
restrictions on collecting and fishing at North Solitary Island; restrictions on trapping at 
North and South Solitary Islands; restrictions on spearfishing , netting and trapping in 
estuaries; and the current ban on fishing in Coffs Harbour Creek. 








BUBBLE SHELLS 


S a small boy | had occasion to visit 
A many eye specialists in Sydney’s 

Macquarie Street. | was fascinated 
by the highly polished brass plates on the 
doors of the rooms of most of the medical 
practitioners | visited. | remember one in 
particular which had, besides the doctor’ 
name, an ornate raised pattern of swirls, 
elipses and Spirals. 

When the creator put the finishing 
touches to Haminoea cymbalum \|'m sure 
he let himself be guided not only by the 
evolutionary laws but by the possibility of 
simply ‘outdoing’ some future Sydney eye 
specialist. This exquisite, tiny, lime-green 
and pastel-orange bubble shell entered my 
life with dramatic force on a recent visit to 
Lady Elliot Island. | had gathered my reef 
walking group around to look at a mature 
milk-spot cowrie which was carefully 
guarding her cluster of bright pink eggs, 
when out of the corner of my eye | spotted 
cymbalum just 12mms long easing from 
under a piece of Caulerpa. 

With great excitement | began to explain 
how fortunate we were to see such an 
unusual Creature and that this was the first 
one | had seen in live form. 

“This really is a rare find,” | said. 

“No, it’s not,” came the voice of a young 
diver from the outskirts of the group. “I 
have three more of those over here under 
this boulder.” He surely did... 

Some hours later, back at the resort, | 
was able to view one of these tiny creatures 
under magnification, with the use of a 
telemicro. 

My mind wandered back to a similar 
incident in Merimbula Lake. Again | had a 
lake walking party with me. | explained that 
we had found the beautiful rose petal 
bubble shell twice in the lake in twenty 
years of wandering its shallows. Just ten 
minutes into our walk a bright twelve year 
old, who had come on the walk unaccom- 
panied because she was the only member 
of her family interested, said, “Is this the 
snail you were talking about?” 

In her hand was the largest and most 
delicate specimen of Hydatina physis | 
have ever seen. Its shell was over three 
centimetres in length, chocolate and pink 
stripes delicately painted by the mantle 
with perfect artistry. The fragile foot was 
seven centimetres in length with the 
softest of pink, tipped with a fine edging of 
translucent blue/green curving and undu- 
lating around the shell. The rose petal 
bubble shell is a perfect name for this 
creature. 

| have yet another encounter with 
Cephalaspidea, the brassy bubble-shells. 
Returning from a dive with a photographer 
friend, | spotted an aggregation of three 
middle-sized bubble shells on a rock 
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platform covered with an algal turf as an 
understorey and a forest of Ecklonia. 
These beautiful shells were in eight feet of 
water right on the breaking zone for the 
waves. Not a suitable place for macro 
photography, but we tried! About a centi- 
metre in length with a pale blue-green foot 
and a finely striped translucent shell, the 
shells were the species Bullina lineata. 

As is my custom, | then began to collect 
information on this special group of 
opisthobranchs. After three years of 
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Rose petal bubble (size 50mm) 


collecting and reading, | still know very 
little about their life cycle, feeding, repro- 
duction and distribution. 

Some weeks after finding the rose petal 
bubble shell in Meriumbula Lake | was 
relating my find to a well known State 
Fisheries marine biologist. “No... No!” he 
said, “that species is a tropical species. If it 
was a Hydatina physis it must have been 
very small, just settled out of the plankton.” 

| gave him its measurements. “That can't 
be right,” he said. We parted agreeing to 
disagree. | guess | sounded too certain. 
You see, | had a slide to prove it. 

Well, what have | managed to learn on 
bubble shells? 

Bubble shells are mostly carnivorous- 
eating hydroids, forams, small crustacea 
and in the case of H. physis this animal 
feeds exclusively on small polychaete 
worms. One exception to the above state- 


ment is Haminoea cymbalum. This 
creature is herbivorous, feeding on algaes 
such as Caulerpa, Chlorodesmis and 
Enteromorpha. 

As regards reproduction, bubble shells 
are hermaphrodites and are unable to 
withdraw the penis, often having an open 
sperm groove to facilitate sperm transport. 
Bubble shells lay a soft jelly-like egg 
structure not unlike fine crumpled lace 
which hatches into planktonic larvae. After 
approximately two months of floating at 
the whim of tide, wind and current, the 
larvae sink to the bottom where they go 
through a metamorphosis, create a fragile 
shell and begin to take up life as a true 
benthic gastropod. 

Marine biologists consider some bubble 
shells to be at a primitive evolutionary 
stage with a very simple nervous network 
and also in the process of losing their 
shells and moving towards another group 
of opisthobranchs — the true 
nudibranchs. Another few million years 
should see the truth of this — or not. 

When one looks at the literature on 
bubble shell distribution on a world scale a 
confusing picture emerges. The same 
species can be tropical in some areas and 
temperate in others. Certainly the most 
likely bubble shell that Australian divers 
would see is the botany bubble, a less 
brassy fellow with a cream to brown 
mantle and foot and a dark brown and 
fawn mottled shell up to five centimetres in 
length. Juveniles usually have four dark 
brown swirls around the shell but these 
disappear as the shell matures. Just to add 
to the confusion, recently the molluscan 
taxonomists have, in their great wisdom, 
decided to change the scientific name of 
the botany bubble shell from Bullaria 
botanica to Bulla quoyii. Large specimens 
of Bulla quoyli have been dissected care- 
fully to reveal three small, hard plates. 
These are known as gizzard plates and are 
utilized by the animal to aid food crushing 
and digestion. 

It appears that there are five or six super- 
families of bubble shells. They tend to live 
on soft mud or sand using their sometimes 
enlarged head-shields to plough along in 
the soft substrate. 

A conservative estimate of bubble shell 
species is 1500. Much refining of the lower 
Classifications of these gastropods is yet to 
be done. 

A night dive on the sandy bottom of a 
tidal lake, lagoon or coral reef may 
introduce the observant diver to at least 
One specimen of bubble shell, most likely 
Hydatina physlis. A glance at this shell’s 
Classification reveals the animal's classic 
pedigree. It is a typical ‘brassy’ bubble 
shell. 











Adam’s bubble (size 30mm) 


Phylum Mollusca 
Class Gastropoda 
Sub-class Opisthobranchia 
Order Cephalaspidea 
Super-Family Acteonacea 
Family Hydatinidae 
Genus Hydatina 
Species physis 


A timely warning here is necessary. If 
you intend to pick up any bubble shell for 
photographic or observational purposes, 
slide your fingers under the creature's foot 
and you will avoid bruising or tearing the 
delicate folding body or spectacular head- 
shield. 

After much reading | have reached some 
hazy conclusions about bubble shells and 
their life style. 

Distribution is based on micro- 
conditions and food supply rather than 
temperature. If the micro-conditions are 
right then the shells can be found. 

The Pacific Ocean basis is rich in bubble 
shells whereas the Atlantic Ocean is 
almost a desert. Little is known of the other 
three major oceans of the werld. 

There seems to be no clearly apparent 
reason for the showy colours and shapes 


Guam bubble (size 20mm) 


of some of the bubble shells. The fragile 
quality of the shells seems to have no 
explanation which will satisfy all 
molluscan biologists. 

So, then, creeping around and through 
the slimy sediments of Australias shores 
are some of the most brassy and bold 
shells of the created order. As divers and 
ocean observers, we often fail to realize 
that beauty is most striking when the 
Surrounds are in direct contrast. As you 
next swim out over that sandy bottom to 
your favourite reef, remember, don't 
dismiss what is below you as just ‘country 
to cross’. If you do you will miss the 
creator’s bubbles... . bold as brass. 
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Look-Alike bubble (size 15mm) 
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Cymbal bubbles like many other species are gregarious during mating season forming small groups (size 15mm). 
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The EWA-MASTER M 


This new series has new advantages: 


1. It is easier to use than ever before (quick-focusing ring 


and the (optional) metal adapter ring). 
2. It goes deeper than ever before. 


(Pressure tested to 100’ Comfortable use to 30’ - with 


special instructions beyond 30’. 


MOST POPULAR 





3. It’s designed for both easy, comfortable use and stylish, 
contemporary fashions for active sport divers and 
photographers. (Wide color co-ordinated strap and sure- 
grip housing surface). 

Extensive tests have shown that the housing withstands water 

pressure of 100’. Easy operation with a motor-winder, but 

following special instructions, has been tested to 60’ and 

comfortable operation under general instructions to 30’. 

TECHNICAL DATA 

© Strong transparent, flexible, double laminated PVC @ Double profile 

closing rail. Corrosion free. Unbreakable. @ Permanently sealed optical 


THE MANUAL OF UNDERWATER 


HeEINz-GERT DE CoueT & ANDREW GREEN 


unui 


\ * 





here are no short cuts to 

successful underwater photo- 

graphy. It requires a lot of 
patience and as much time as 
possible spent out in the field prac- 
ticing. It can be an enormous cChal- 
lenge, it can be expensive. But the 
rewards make it all worthwhile, it’s 
a way of bringing the underwater 
world back to the surface and 
sharing it with others. Some people 
describe it as an intimate form of 
art, an extension of feelings. 
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If you have been bitten by the bug 
and have decided to dabble in under- 
water photography, you will need a 
good reference book to guide you on 
the right track. Recently released in 
Australia, “The Manual of Under- 
water Photography”, is a book 
compiled to satisfy the needs of both 
amateur and professional under- 
water photographers. Reading 
through the papers, | was astounded 
by the amount of useful information 
it contains. The authors, Heinz-Gert 
De Couet and Andrew Green, are 
well known for their underwater 
photographic talents in Australia 
and have covered just about every- 
thing. Three hundred and ninety four 
pages explain in excellent detail how 
to get started, buying equipment, the 
Nikonos system, cameras in hous- 
ings, wide angle, close-up and natural 
light photography, underwater 
modelling, creative photography, 
latest equipment, maintenance, 
repairs, selling pictures and much, 
much more. 


CAMERA HOUSING 


EWA-MARINE 


glass windows, diameter 65mm, on model FPN 75mm. @ Adapter ring 
for 49 to 67mm (optional) @ Pressure tested to 100’. Special instructions 
required beyond 30’. (Movie camera limited to 30’, due to trigger control) 
@ Weight approx. 130z @ One year limited warranty @ Built-in glove 
for fingertip control of still cameras (advance, focusing, aperture, exposure 
time) @ All still cameras can be used with winder. Model FXP also holds 
strobe and different size lens. See special Size sheet. All claims are valid 
only upon careful following of instructions and limitations as explained 
in both instruction sheet and warranty card. 


SCIENCE WORLD PTY LTD 
138 Railway Parade, Leederville 6007 Perth W.A. 
Ph: (09) 382 2999 Telex: AA92199 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


Although bigger than most refer- 
ence books, “The Manual of 
Underwater Photography” is 
still within the limits of packing into 
a travel bag. When out on location 
it will prove invaluable for anyone 
serious about the standard of their 
work. As David Doubilet said in his 
foreward to the book, “It is a source, 
a bible”. 


Orders can be made direct to 
Andrew Green, P.O. BOx 41, Hack- 
ett, A.C.T. 2602. Price $59.50 plus 
postage and handling (discounts 
available for multiple copies). 


Appearance 

Hard Cover 

Size (24%2 cm x 172 cm) 
Quantity of pictures 

(61 colour plates - 11 B/W plates) 
Figure Examples 

Quality of pictures 
Information in detail 

Page Binding 

Value for money 

Publication recommendation 
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Excellent ™ Good B® Fair 


Not provided 





SUNDIVE DIVE CENTRE Pty Ltd. 
BYRON BAY - Ph: (066) 85 7755 


@ Scuba training facility © Daily Charter Trips 
@ Snorkelling and sightseeing tours 
® Sales & Service ® Air fills 
ROD GRAY ® GREG MURRELL @ LEE MACEFIELD 
Cnr Lawson & Fletcher Streets, Byron Bay, N.S.W. 2481 
An UNDER WATER GEOGRAPHIC BOOK MOBILE DIVE SHOP 


Exotic Diving Adventure 


9 and 14 DAY ITINERARY 
9 Day Cost Twin Share accommodation *1345. 


DEPARTING: 
July 7th, September 8th 
October 20th, November 10th 


DIVE ITINERARY 
@ Dive “the Lady of the Sea”, a 1620 Spanish Galleon 
@ Dive a Japanese W.W.II Wreck @ Hand feed the giant 
Moray Eels @ Dive in the “Blue Holes” @ Experience the 
Hot Springs, hot water gushing @ Dive in the beautiful 
Coral Gardens @ Feed the Tropical Fish @ Dive with 
“White Tips” @ Dive the Inter-Island Ferry @ Dive the 
“Boulders” @ Experience the Drop-offs at Verdi Island 
@ Visit the Shark Caves @ Experience diving in the 
Canyons 
PRICE INCLUDES: 

e Return Air Fare Sydney/Manila @ Transfers Airport to 
Motel e Accommodation in Manila @ Transfers Motel 
Mirador to and from Mindoro Island @ Includes two 
Dives per day @ Dive Boat, Tank, Weight Belt and Dive 
Guide included @ Accommodation on Mindoro Island 


Twin Share Accommodation . . . Extra single 
supplement on these trips. 
*Prices subject to Airline increases 


Families Welcome - Non Divers - Dive Clubs 


Scheduled day trips for divers and 

snorkellers to the Yongala wreck and the 
Great Barrier Reef aboard the fast, new 
15 metre 
Catamaran 
Scuba Sport. 
Dive with a 
qualified and 
experienced 
crew. 

Two 
tanks and 
weight belt and 
equipment for 
snorkellers. 
Dive gear 
available for 
hire. 


Berth E4, Breakwater Marina, 
The Strand, Townsville, Qld. 
Australia 4810 


Or write to: P.O. Box 2023 Townsville, 
Qid. Australia 4810 
Owned and operated by Bob Kent 
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Neville Coleman DIVE GUIDE - Neville Coleman Neville Coleman 

A fascinating glimpse into the lives of | Underwater diving guide with almost 300 } A unique look at the wildlife of this 
living molluscs. Around 200 | Pages of full colour Spee The unic ue | famous coral cay. 64 pages full colour 
illustrations. Colour throughout. sar of this sie alten hstala, from the treetops to 30metres. 130 
Hardcover: Price $20.00 Post/pack | [formation to dive areas in Australia. | nics Softcover: Price $15.00. Post/ 
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2. AUSTRALIAN SEA LIFE SOUTH 
OF 30°S - Neville Coleman 
The first 4 colour large format (271 pages) 
marine biology/identification guide written 
on southern sea life. Over 250 species in 
living colour. Hardcover Price $45.00 
Post/pack $8.00. O'seas $A12.00. 





























1. WHAT SHELL IS THAT 
Neville Coleman 

The largest 4 colour shell guide. 

Over 750 photographs. Hard 

cover: Price $30.00 Post/pack 
$8.00 O’seas $A12.00 






























—UNBERWATER— s MARINE LIFE yt OCl 
ais 7 acai OF SOUTH-EASTERN 7 pictures 
| \COVE AUSTRALIA ee 
Biology, : i BF tip 2 Steet | NGC Ee Mark. O'Connor 
oN EIU IVIDIINAs Neville Coleman 







BY Neville Coleman 










: ae 
oS 
10. POETRY IN PICTURES 
THE GREAT BARRIER REEF 
Mark O'Connor, Neville Coleman 
Modern, in depth poetry in pictures. 
80 pages hardcover. 






9. AFIELD GUIDE TO THE MARINE 
LIFE OF S/EAST AUSTRALIA 
Neville Coleman 


Underwater identification guide, over 
200 colour photographs illustrating 


7. DISCOVER BEACHCOMBIN 
Neville Coleman 
The identification of the many unusual 


objects washed up by the sea. 
Softcover: Price $10.00 
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6. UNDERWATER MARINE BIOLOGY 
Neville Coleman 

| 200 illustrations. A complete introduc- 

tion to the basic groups of marine flora 

and fauna. A must for PADI, NAUI, 





























7. G 





DISCOVER SEA SHELLS 
Neville Coleman 

An introduction to how, when, where 

and what to do in the study of 

molluscian fauna. Softcover: Price 


































FAUI, SSI_advance education course major flora and fauna groups. Price $10.00 Post/pack $5.00 
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11. TROPICAL SEA FISHES OF 
THE SOUTH PACIFIC 
Neville Coleman 
Over 350 colour pictures. The biggest 
little photographic fish identification 
guide of its kind. Softcover: $15.00 
Post/pack: $5.00 O’seas $A10.00 










































12. 13. “MIND YOUR SELF” 
Neville Coleman 
Inspirational imagery in verse. Enviro- 
mentals from the poetic artistry of a 
self. Rhymes for hard times. Softcover: 
$20.00. Post/pack $5.00 


O'seas: $A10.00 


14. THE NATURE OF 
NORFOLK ISLAND - Neville Coleman 


The first in-depth full colour identification 
guice to the flora and fauna of this little 
nown South Pacific paradise. Over 150 
colour pics. Softcover.$15.00 Post/pack 
$5.00 O'seas: $A10.00 


15. AUSTRALIA’S GREAT 
BARRIER REEF - Neville Coleman 
Large format picture book illustrating 
around 100 of the reefs most 
interesting and colourful inhabitants. 

Hard-cover $16.95 Post/pack $8.00 
O'seas: $A12.00 


NUDIBRANCHS OF THE 
SOUTH PACIFIC 
Neville Coleman 
Over 170 full size colour identification 
pictures with both common and 
scientific names. Softcover: $20.00. 
Post/pack $5.00. O’seas: $A10.00 
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THE TURTLE WATCHERS 
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Photos by Gary Bell, 
Underwater Geographic Magazine. 


“Turtle researchers weighing turtles to tie to work oui it the many still ateaiae questions to their life histories. 


ncient reptiles of the deep, sea 
Aittes have long been surrounded 

by mystery and ignorance. Now as a 
result of much research by dedicated 
scientists and conservationists, our know- 
ledge of these puzzling wild creatures is 
expanding. Experts believe that obtaining 
a complete picture of a turtle’s life cycle 
may be the key to saving them from 
extinction. 

Green turtles were heavily exploited in 
the 1920's for turtle soup by canneries on 
Heron and North-West Islands off central 
Queensland. Around a thousand nesting 
female turtles were harvested each year 
from North-West alone, almost resulting in 
the total decimation of that island's breed- 
ing population. In other parts of the world 
such as the Cayman Islands, Bermuda and 
the Dry Tortugas, entire populations have 
become extinct through commercial 
exploitation by man. 

Of the seven existing species of sea 
turtle, six are today listed as threatened or 











Diver riding a large turtle. 


endangered. In 1950, green turtles became 
protected in Queensland and in 1968 this 
legislation extended to include all turtle 
species. 

This summer from November through 
March, the many conservationists and 
volunteers of the Queensland Sea Turtle 
Project will make their annual pilgrimage 
to the rookeries of Mon Repos and the 
Capricorn-Bunker Islands. Here they will 
carry out important research into turtle 
biology, which may bring us closer to 
understanding their obscure and 
perplexing life cycle. Every night these 
beaches will be patrolled by the research- 
ers along with many tourists and interested 
onlookers who hope to witness the 
awesome event of a female turtle coming 
up to nest. 

Sea turtles take many years to grow to 
maturity. It is thought that a female turtle is 
around fifty years old when she begins to 
mate and breed. When her first breeding 
season finally comes around, she drags 
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Female turtle laying eggs. 


herself up onto the beach, digs first a body 
pit and then an egg chamber of around 50 
cm depth and lays an average of 50 to 130 
ping-pong ball sized eggs depending on 
the species. Over the course of that one 
season she may repeat the procedure up 
to eight times, laying a total of 500 to 1000 
eggs. Of these maybe one or two will reach 
adulthood. Her nesting season complete, 
the female will probably not mate again for 
another three to six years. 

The turtle eggs incubate in the sand for 
around seven weeks during which time the 
embryos develop into miniature turtles of 4 
to 6 cm in length. Recent studies have 
uncovered some astonishing facts about 





embryonic turtles. The nest is in fact a 
complete micro-environment where 
factors such as temperature, sand type, 
moisture and position on the beach will 
affect the outcome of the eggs. The sex of 
a turtle is not genetically determined at 
conception. When the eggs are laid the 
embryos within are sexless and whether 
they turn out to be male or female depends 
entirely on the temperature of the sand 
around the nest. If the sand is 27 degrees 
Celcius or cooler there will be more males 
and if it is over 30 degrees, females will 
predominate. Thus, some beaches 
produce greater numbers of one sex than 
others. Though most of the eggs will 
develop into healthy baby turtles, some 
will fall victim to crabs and infestation by 
fungus. 

When the baby turtles hatch they spend 
a few days in the sand, gradually making 
their way to the surface and when the time 
is right (usually at night) they emerge 
together and make an energetic dash 
down to the water. It is by some innate 
sense that these tiny creatures, which look 
something like wind-up bath toys, know 
exactly in which direction the sea lies, even 
when it is obscured by ridges or walls. 
They instinctively move toward the bright- 
est light source which is normally the light 
area on the horizon. They can be 
disorientated by artificial lignt, however, so 
every effort is made at rookeries to educate 
the public about the distraction 
unneccesary lights may cause. At least 
90% of the hatchlings will escape birds and 
crabs to successfuly reach the water, but it 
is here in the sea that their journey 
becomes perilous. The helpless little 
turtles are very easy prey to many reef fish 
and sharks and most will not make it 
across the reef flat. 

When a newly hatched turtle leaves its 
natal beach it is unlikely to be seen again 
until it reaches around 30 cm in length and 
an estimated age of ten to fifteen years. 
Where these young turtles spend the early 
part of their lives is a complete mystery, 
though it is speculated that they drift with 
ocean currents for great distances and 
remain in the open ocean until they reach a 
certain level of maturity. 

Many scientists and volunteers will 
dedicate many nights this summer to 
observing sea turtles on Queensland 
beaches. The work they do is painstaking 
and often tedious and they must brave all 
weather conditions. The majority of people 
working for the Queensland Sea Turtle 
Project are unpaid volunteers and it is only 
through the tireless efforts of these people 
that we hopefully may be able to learn 
enough about sea turtles to procure a safe 
future for them. 
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— BY REPUTATION — 
AUSTRALIA'S BEST DIVE OPERATION 
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Neville Coleman’s Northern Reef 
Learning Experience 
28th June to 10 July on “Coralita” 


3-10 FULL DAYS OF a 
— UNLIMITED DIVING — 

FOR THE ULTIMATE DIVING 
ADVENTURE... CALL 
CORALITA DIVE ADVENTURES 
Phone: Toll Free (008) 079047 




















THE CHANGING FACE OF 
THE COD HOLE 


by Mark Nissen 


experienced the magic and the beauty 

of the Cod Hole. Now three years and 
450 Cod Hole dives later | am finally 
prompted to put pen to paper. Unfortun- 
ately the impetus for this article is not just 
to comment on or share photos of the 
beauty of this dive, but to also draw 
attention to gradual changes occurring in 
this community of Potatoe cod, maori 
wrasse and moray eels. 

In the time past, we the crew of Volare 
have become aware of the many attract- 
ions both in and around the Cod Hole. 
Shark Alley for instance only 100 metres to 
the west, a landscaped sandy gully home 
to many a white tipped reef shark. The 
ledges, 75 metres south, a 30 metre drop 
off, prolific with schools of trevally, 
chinamen, and cruising whaler sharks and 
manta rays. These examples are only two 
of a many faceted jewel. | have seen 
hundreds of divers of all ages surface from 
a Cod Hole dive, their expressions a 
mixture of both excitement and delight, 
derived from observing and generally 
interacting with these friendly curious 
100Ib potatoe cod. 

Epinephelus tukulas charm rubs off on 
you in a clumsy sort of way. His comical 
yet Curious eyes seem to be asking, “Well, 
what's happening today then?” Many a 
heckler rises to say, “they're only around 
for the food you feed them,” but in the past 
| have had many a dive without a food 
bucket and been entertained by eight or 
nine of these gentle giants. | once spent an 
enchanting hour and a half with my 
favourite cod, cuddles. Never more than a 
metre away she delighted in being part of 
Our dive group and posing for the camera, 
her only demands being a tickle under the 
chin or a rub on the forehead. Never a 
more considerate buddy have | met. 

Alas, as written earlier, this has now 
changed. Man’s bumbling interference 
into the environment has once again 
resulted in not man adapting to the 
environment, but the environment 
adapting to man. The balance is upset, and 
once upset, drastic and sometimes tragic 
changes occur. 

The Cod Hole for a long time has 
remained unexploited, with its isolation 
preventing it from becoming a heavy traffic 
dive area. However this has now ceased to 
be true. It is now what would be most aptly 
termed a pressure sensitive area of the 
Great Barrier Reef. There have always 
been a small number of charter vessels 
Operating the area, but in one month you 
would be surprised if you saw a dive 
charter vessel there more than once a 
week. Now, it is not unusual to arrive by 
boat at 10.00 am and find two charter 
vessels already moored and with divers in 


: is three years past since | first 
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hole. 

the water. We recently pulled up to find two 
dive vessels carrying approximately thirty 
divers, and two seaplanes, also carrying 
divers. What was once the exception is fast 
becoming the rule. In the October- 
November marlin season, which is fished 
mainly around the top of number 10 ribbon 
reef, it is not uncommon to see four or five 
boats. Thankfully however not all are 
diving, but this does not detract from the 
damage being done. 

A favourite diversion for some of the 
gameboats is to dangle a tailroped thirty 
pound tuna from the back of the boat. The 
cod naturally get excited and fight each 
other trying to claim the prize. The poor 
winner really loses, as he burns and chafes 
his mouth on the rope whilst he tries to 
wrench the carcass from it. These wounds 





Only ‘people’ hurt animals for fun, usually 
males trying to be men! 


Thousands of divers have enjoyed the cod ; 


then turn into puffy swollen green sores. 
After two weeks it soon looks like there is a 
disease in the community. | have seen dive 
leaders from other dive boats take down) 
tailroped fish, entice a large moray eel to) 
swallow half of it, then proceed to have a! 
tug of war with the eel and try to rip the fish’ 
from its grasp. Another favourite is to tie off| 


a large carcass to the reef and arrange their, — 


divers back in a group to watch the 
ensuing frenzy as the cod battle amongst 
themselves for the prize. Most of the divers) 
are novices or newly certified, and once 
told on deck that they were lucky enough 
to have dived one of Australia’s greatest 
dives, think that this behaviour is the norm: 
and feel privileged to have been part of it. Is_ 
this the correct example to show to new 
divers? Are we demonstrating man’s ability’ 
to be one with the ocean and _ its 
inhabitants? Besides the physical scars, 
cuts and scrapes these and other circus] 
stunts inflict upon the cod and eels, they 
also prove to excite and further aggravate 
them, gradually causing a noticeable 
change in their behavioural patterns. They | 
are becoming increasingly competitive) 
and aggressive. | 
Previously the cod had a semi establish- | 
ed pecking order and would almost. 
literally swim up one at a time to be fed, itis 
now every man for himself and don’t spare | 
the horse power. The minute a diver) 
descends with a food bucket he is mobbed | 
by cod, wrasse and moray eels. Never any-_ 


| 


where else have | seen four large moray | 


eels up to two metres in length free 
swimming around divers. The eel, being | 
short sighted can, and does make mistakes | 
as to what is and what isn’t food, and who | 
can blame the eel. A pair of hands holding | 
onto a food bucket at the Cod Hole is now | 
a brave pair of hands indeed. | 


Working as a member of the crew of M.V. | 


Volare, Lizard Islands Dive Vessel, | have 
for the last three years been lucky enough 
to live only thirteen nautical miles from the | 


Cod Hole. | also consider myself lucky to | 


be part of an experienced and professional | 
crew. Don Wills, the skipper of the 46 foot | 
Volare has also been a PADI instructor for | 
a number of years, and was one of the first | 
instructor/divemasters on Lizard. The 
divemasters consist of Tony Carroll and | 
myself, both NAUI master instructors and 
diving every day of the year except Xmas | 


day. Belinda Morris the dive boat hostess is | 


a qualified NAUI skindiver leader and | 


Between the four of us we have fourteen | 


years of experience diving the Cod Hole | 


currently upgrading to divemaster. | 
| 


and have seen these gradual changes | 


occurring. We feel strongly that if some- | 
thing is not done to alleviate this pressure | 


then this wonder of nature will be | 


irreversibly ruined. | 
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For the past ten months we have been 
assisting the Lizard Island research 
Station’s director Dr. Norman Quinn with 
his studies of the effects of human inter- 
vention at the Cod Hole. We have been 
recording observations such as the 
number of boats present, the number of 
divers, the number of divers feeding the 
cod, the number of cod, wrasse and eels 
on each dive, any changes in appearance, 
new scars, cuts, etc., their location, and the 
general behaviour of all involved. 

Dr. Quinn says, “our existing knowledge 
of fish behaviour does not allow us to 
predict how increasing human interaction 
effects individual or groups of fish. 
However, it is unlikely that frequent 
artificial feeding and visitation by divers 
would not be deleterious to existing fish 
behaviour. Consequently, it is only a 
matter of time before the usage of the Cod 
Hole by dive and game fishing boats will 
ultimately be restricted.” 

It is common knowledge among boat 
operators and most divers that the 
Cormorant Pass section, which 
incorporates the Cod Hole is a marine park 
buffer zone, and protection extends in a 
500 metre radius. Yet still we see potato 
cod with fishing line trailing from their 
mouths, prop cuts, indentations in their 
heads consistent with being bludgeoned, 
resident white tip reef sharks with hooks 
imbedded in their mouths, egg shells, tea 
spoons, miscellaneous pieces of rubber 
and the normal junk that seems to be 





A marine park should be a monument to human compassion. 


dropped over the side of charter vessels. 
Cleaning up is not a major task, but six 
months ago it wasn’t even necessary. We 
now have to ask is enough being done to 
protect this area. Should the area of 
protection be widened. Should the number 
of boats be restricted, should feeding be 
restricted or even stopped. Should there 
be a Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 
Authority brochure with a list of do’s and 
don'ts, or should people just start being 
responsible for their own actions. 


It’s a pity that scenes like this are turned into frenzied fantasy by film making freaks who prey on the nature of competition 


If and when | leave Lizard Island | would 
like to think | could return twenty years 
from now and find the Cod Hole 
unchanged, or at the very least still there. 
Unfortunately unless some form of regula- 
tion is implemented soon or even more 
miraculously people start becoming aware 
of, and even responsible for their own 
actions, then | sincerely feel that this 
inspiring and beautiful dive will be just a 
memory. 
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THE DEEPEST FRONTIER: 


JAMES CAMERON'S “THE ABYSS” 


by 
Mike Adamson 
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This is the great journey, the probing 
question, of director James Cameron’s film 
The Abyss. Released in 1989, it has gained 
critical acclaim worldwide and proved 
itself a box office winner, very much in the 
footsteps of Cameron’s previous epics, The 
Terminator and Academy Award winner 
Aliens. 


The film deals with the unknown and the 
ways in which different people respond to 
it. A ballistic missile submarine, USS 
Montana, cruising at 1450 feet over the 
Cayman Trough, encounters a “bogie,” or 
unidentified contact, travelling at 
incomprehensible speeds. The craft loses 
power and collides with the wall of the 
trench, going down hard with the loss of 
all hands and coming to rest on the lip of 
the trench proper at 2000 feet. 


The U.S. Navy seconds the experimental 
oil exploration rig “Deepcore,” a saturation 
habitat, to act as base of operation for an 
expedition to enter the Montana and 
search for both survivors and the cause of 
the disaster. 


The rig is commanded by Virgil “Bud” 
Brigman, and he is distressed to find that 
he is not only to play host to four Navy Seal 
commandos, but that his estranged wife 
Lindsay - the engineer who designed 
Deepcore - is coming down with them. 


An expedition crosses from the relocated 
habitat to the Montana, the large work sub 
One-Niner “Flatbed” carrying teams of 
divers, and deep inside the doomed craft 
one of the rig divers encounters something 
very strange. With panic, his breathing mix 
becomes deregulated and he is unable to 
tell them what he saw, being returned to 
Deepcore unconscious. At this time a 
hurricane is rising over the Caribbean and 
the Flatbed, needed to disengage the 
umbilicus from the support ship Benthic 
Explorer is commandeered by the Seals 
to covertly remove a warhead from the 
Montana. Before it can be returned to 
proper use the storm has taken hold and 
they are no longer able to cast off the 
umbilicus. Benthic Explorer loses a Station- 
keeping thruster and Starts to drag the rig 
- toward the edge of the trench, where she 
jambs, before the crane carrying the 
umbilicus shatters and sinks, directly 
toward the rig. . . 


Surviving the impact, the rig, is in desper- 
ate trouble and the adventure has only just 
begun. From that point on Cameron heaps 
upon the viewer incident upon incident, 
bringing his characters face to face with 
things they cannot comprehend. The 
Seals react to them as enemies, but one 
is presented with phenomena that one 
cannot deem hostile. 


The Abyss is a long picture, about 135 
minutes, but very compact. Take your 
eyes from the screen for a moment and 
you will miss something vital. It is in all 
senses a dynamic picture that does not flag 
from the first frame to the last. 


Photos by Richard Foreman 
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The original intention had been to film 
in open water in the Caribbean but this was 
technically prohibitive and the largest 
freshwater heated pools in the world were 
constructed inside an unfinished nuclear 
power Station outside Gaffney, South 
Carolina. The reactor containment building 
was flooded with 7.5 million gallons, and 
the pit that would have housed the tur- 
bines with a further 2.6 million. With a 
mean depth of 55 feet and a width of 209 
feet, the big pool housed a portion of the 
Deepcore rig, pressurised and ballasted 
with 90 tons of concrete, plus fully operable 
submersibles built by Donald Pennington 
and Can-Dive Services Ltd, and ten special 
sets of diving gear built by Western Space 
Marine. Forty per cent of all principal live 
action was filmed underwater, the first time 
so great a proportion has been done. 


Underwater photography was staged by 
veteran film-maker Al Giddings, and 
Cameron directed from the bottom of the 
pool. He spent up to six hours per day 
underwater and a special Communica- 
tions system was developed to enable him 
to talk to actors and technicians simultane- 
ously, above or below the surface. Also 
developed was an air filling station, elim- 
inating the need to surface to charge tanks. 
The gear designed by veteran concept 
artist Ron Cobb (also of Aliens, the original 
Alien and many others) follows the prin- 
ciples of commercial oil diving, being full 
saturation “rat-hat” suits, weighted to 
negative buoyancy. The helmet he 
designed was so strong and so good that 
Western Space Marine offered to buy the 
film units as prototypes of a commercial 
version. 





I have refrained from telling the whole 
story so as to preserve a sense of mystery 
for anyone who may not have seen it yet. 
It is a magical sense, it has a conclusion 
that puts a firm fullstop to the past and 
Starts a clean sheet for the future of 
mankind. It is also a Story of love, loyalty 
and sacrifice, and recognises, debates, the 
tenacious human drive to cling to life in 
the face of terrible odds. The film is 
intensely moving at times, always. bDril- 
liantly and convincingly acted, and the 
feeling of reality is quite overwhelming. 





Behind the scenes, revolutionary camera 
units, in an enormous main tank. 


The Abyss stars Ed Harris (formerly 
astronaut John Glenn in The Right Stuff) 
as Bud Brigman, Mary Elizabeth Mastran- 
tonio (who starred with Al Pacino in 
Scarface) as Lindsay Brigman, and 
Michael Biehn (of both The Terminator and 
Aliens as Lt. Coffey, leader of the Seals. The 
budget lies between 35 and 45 million and 
one Can certainly see where it went. It was 
universally rated the hardest film any had 
ever tackled, at all levels. It took no less 
than nine special effects companies, 
including George Lucas’ Industrial Light 
and Magic, to generate the miniature, 
process, matte, rotoscopic, radio-control 
and pyrotechnic work, and amazing new 
work with computer imaging. Reading 
down the credits one sees names such as 
Les Dilley, who engineered the sets for Star 
Wars, and Joe Viskosil who handled 
pyrotechnics for same. Then there is stop- 
motion ace Gene Warren and others. The 
film was produced by the very competent 
Gale Anne Hurd, who also worked with 
Cameron to produce Aliens. 








It is interesting to note that The Abyss 
is set only a few years from now and that 
everything one sees was built either for 
real or according to fully-understood prin- 
ciples. At 1700 to 2000 feet the diving is 
very deep and uses the new oxygen-neon 
“neox” mix, and for extra-deep work the 
film shows the amazing liquid respiration 
system that has been in experimental 
development for over 20 years. Human 
liquid-breathing was achieved for the first 
time about 1988 and it is naturally a 
sensitive area due to its inevitable military 
applications. 


Beyond all of this there is the unknown 
itself to alone stand as a projection of fiction 
and the viewer gives himself willingly, 
body and soul, to the adventure. Do 
yourself the biggest favour you ever Nave: 
see it! All advertising materials are played 
very close to the chest, for perfect reasons, 
and I am not about to break the spell. As 
the poster slogan says: When you get there, 
you will understand. 








our fish spat at me!” 

“What?” 

The blue devil; it came out of 
its cave, swam to the glass in the aquarium 
and spat gravel at me.” 

“He’s just doing some house cleaning,” 
said Frank. “The main reason | collect fish 
for the aquarium is to learn things you 
don't observe in the sea. If | hadn’t had this 
One in the fish tank, | never would have 
realised that they excavate their caves.” 

| looked at the dazzling blue fish. It 
turned side on and | could see its electric 
blue spots and the lines on the margins of 
its fins. | thought about what Frank said 
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about aquariums helping you to under- 
stand fish and my mind went back to the 
day Frank and | collected this one... 

| got into the boat, pulled off my mask 
and regulator and turned to Frank. 
“Where's the fish?” | asked. 

“In the bucket, hanging on the end of the 
rope.” 

| looked over the side and saw a bucket 
hanging in the water about eight metres 
below. 

“Why not haul it straight in?” 

“Decompression. Fish need to be 
decompressed to avoid air bladder 
trauma. Most kinds need longer than 
humans to adapt to a decrease in 
pressure.” 


The fish had been collected from a ledge 
in about fifteen metres of water and Frank 
had judged that it should be left to 
decompress for about an hour. 

We had been diving at the Rip Drop-off 
at the southern end of Victoria’s Port 
Phillip and had timed our dive to be during 
slack water. We had got out before the 
current resumed. 

As | took my first sip of tomato soup 
(Victorian divers are well prepared) the 
boat swung around on the anchor. | looked 
over the side. “Tide is starting to run,” | 
commented. 

The current that runs through the Rip 
has to be seen to be believed. A lot of water 
has to get through the narrow entrance to 








the bay and, as well as this, the sea floc. 
rears up from over sixty metres to about 
twelve and this causes tremendous 
turbulence. 

As | watched, the bucket shifted from 
directly below the boat and swung down- 
current. As the water speed increased, it 
shifted more. 

“Looks like the fish won't finish its deco,” 
| said to Frank. “In a minute or two, the 
Current will lift the bucket to the surface.” 

“Damn!” said Frank, and he hauled the 
bucket in. Once it was in the boat, he 
pulled off the lid. Despite its attempts to 
swim downward, the fish was floating on 
the surface and its belly was distended. 

“What's wrong?” | asked. 

“Air bladder trauma,” replied Frank. 
“Fish have an air bladder that helps them 
float.” 

“Like a_ natural, 
compensator?” 

“Right. The trouble is, most species 
don't have a dump valve. If they want to go 
to shallower water, they have to absorb air 
via their blood and that takes time. That’s 
why | wanted to decompress this one 
slowly. 

A lot of fishermen know about air 
bladder trauma and use it to help them 
land their catch. If you can haul the fish up 
ten metres or so, its air bladder will expand 
and become positively buoyant. Not only 
will the fish have to fight the fisherman, but 
it will have to fight buoyancy. This 
technique was used a lot by spearfisher- 
men when they still speared the giant black 
cod and Is still used by anglers after blue 
groper. 


FIFTH EXPEDITION TO THE 
WRECK SITE OF HMS 
“SIRIUS”, NORFOLK ISLAND, 
MARCH 1990 


he Minister for the Arts, Tourism and 

Territories, the Hon. Clyde Holding MP, 

announc hat the fifth expedi- 
tion to the wreck of the HMS “Sirius” on 
Norfolk Island will take place between 14th and 
25th March 1990. This will coincide with the 
200th Anniversary of the loss of the “Sirius.” 

Mr. Holding said that the Commonwealth 
Government has made a special “one-off” 
grant of $3000 to the Norfolk Island Govern- 
ment to assist with defraying the cost of 
mounting the expedition. 

The purpose of this expedition will be to 
monitor the condition of both the wreck site 
and those relics which have been preserved to 
date. Previous expeditions have been 
concerned primarily with documenting and 
excavating the wreck and associated artefacts. 
The last expedition took place in 1988. 

“The wreck of the HMS ‘Sirius’ is of national 
significance in establishing permanent 
European settlement in Australia,” Mr. Holding 
said. “The Commonwealth Government is 
pleased to provide funds in order to ensure the 
success of the expedition which will be under- 
taken by professional maritime archaeolo- 
gists.” The expedition will be led by Mr. 
Graeme Henderson of the Western Australian 
Maritime Museum. Mr. Henderson has led all 
previous expeditions. 
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| said, “When I've been line fishing, I’ve 
pulled up snapper from the depths. Some 
of their guts were sticking out their anus. | 
suppose their bladders had blown and 
pushed on their intestines.” 

Frank went on “Not all fish have the 
problem. Some species have a pipe that 
allows excess gas to escape out of the 
gullet. I've seen nannygai in an aquarium. 
They were caught in trawl nets on the 
continental slope, God knows how many 
hundreds of metres deep, yet they survived 
an unceremonious haul to the surface with 
no problems.” 

“What about sweep?” | asked. “You can 
be on the surface in fifteen metres of water 
and they will swim up off the bottom to 
look at you. I’ve never seen bubbles 
coming out of their mouths, or any other 
orifice if it comes to that.” 

“lve thought about that,” said Frank. 
“On a couple of occasions, I’ve put a spear 
through a sweep and later gutted them, 
prior to eating. When you look at their 


The Sirius, redrawn from original — courtesy 
Mitchell Library and Marine Studies, Vol. 4 * 
20, Nov. '88. 





Mr. Holding also announced that the 
Commonwealth Government would provide a 
further grant of $3000 to the Norfolk Island 
Government as part of the 1989/90 Historic 
Shipwrecks Programme for the task of manag- 
ing the “Sirius” wreck site and preserving the 
“Sirius” collection of relics. 

Mr. Holding said that Commonwealth 
financial support during 1989/90 will assist 
with the long term preservation and protection 
of this important wreck site and enhance the 
nation’s maritime heritage. 

HMS “Sirius” was originally built as a collier 
of some 500 tons. Burnt to the waterline the 
hulk was purchased by the British Government 


swim bladder, the walls are very thick and 
tough enough to resist pressure. Also, they 
have a lot of fat in their guts. | reckon they 
use the fat for buoyancy and have reduced 
swim bladders.” 

“Anyhow, said Frank, “None of this 
helps our mate in the bucket.” Frank 
looked at the distressed fish. “There is 
something | can do.” He produced a 
wicked looking needle. 

“He's going to put it out of its misery,” | 
thought. 

| was wrong. Frank held the fish under 
the water and pushed the needle into its 
bloated belly. Bubbles came out and the 
swelling went down. The fish swam to the 
bucket’s bottom and hovered in a normal 
position. It looked a little shocked and its 
vivid colours had faded a little. 

My mind came back to the present and 
the fish now securely established in an 
aquarium. “Did the needle treatment hurt 
the fish?” | asked Frank. 

“Having a big spike in your belly can't be 
too pleasant, whatever way you look at it,” 
said Frani, “but once its air bladder was 
reduced to size, it came good in a day or 
so. It lost a couple of scales but they grew 
back in a week. It’s king of the aquarium 
now and manages to teach me something 
new every day.” 

| looked at the magnificent blue devil 
finishing his spring cleaning and had to 
agree. 
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and rebuilt as the “Berwick” for use as a naval 
shoreship of 520 tons. 

Laid up after a run to the American colonies 
the “Berwick” was refitted and renamed HMS 
“Sirius” for service as the flagship of the First 
Fleet under the command of Captain Arthur 
Phillip. 

HMS “Sirius” was totally wrecked at Norfolk 
Island on 19th March 1790. 

HMS “Sirius” and her tender “Supply” sailed 
from Port Jackson with 275 convicts and 
marines with food supplied on 6th March and 
arrived at Norfolk Island on the 13th. Strong 
gales were blowing and for several days the 
“Sirius” was unable to stand inshore to 
disembark passengers or stores. 

On the 19th with the wind from the east- 
south-east, the “Sirius” has commenced to 
land stores by lighter. A wind change to the 
south east left the “Sirius” embayed. Despite 
the efforts of Captain Hunter to save the 
situation strengthening wind and worsening 
seas pushed the “Sirius” onto reefs in Sydney 
Bay. All passengers and crew were put safely 
ashore and over the following weeks a great 
part of the stores were salavaged. The “Sirius” 
finally broke up in a storm two years later. 


ho) OF od od ©) ow BO) O28 
ADVERTIZERS 


THEY SUPPORT 
UNDERWATER 
CONSERVATION 





© Underwater Geographic 49 








Underwater laducatnom 


PRO-DIVE BRISBANE 
P.A.D.Il. UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY 
CERTIFICATE COURSE (QLD) 
(Weekend Workshop) 


Participants attended theory audio-visuals at Sea Australia 
Resource Centre facility in Brisbane. Results and certificates 
were screened and awarded during ‘Sex in the Sea’’, 
‘Education through Entertainment”? evening at Pro-Dive, 
Milton with Steve and Dorothy Hills. 








Practical dives were organised through Pro-Dive Tweed 
Heads. Their new “Cougar Cat’’ has all the latest equipment 
and was expertly skippered by Scott. Even in a somewhat 
choppy sea, the boat handled beautifully. 


Due to acyclone out at sea, course participants chose close- 
up photography for their practical and turned in some 
excellent results, the like of which will be published next 
issue. 





Pro-Dive Brisbane photography group pictured on 


Striated hermits board Pro-Dive Tweed Heads NSW dive boat, with 
live at Scott Rawling’s mascot, Sea Dog. 
Cook Island. Congratulations: Vicki Oakhill, Loietitia Long, Bob 


Spence, Wayne Langley, Lee E. Seary, Martin Wright 
and Hugh Savage - the average practical and theory 
assessments were 83%. 
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DOLPHI 


P.A.D.I. RESEARCH eat 
wy), CERTIFICATE COURSE (QLD) _ 


(Weekend Workshop) 


A very enthusiastic group of divers attended the first Dolphin Dive Centre P. A. DL. 
research course and this air of learning continued throughout the course, rain, rain, 
rain and 20 beautiful metre visibility. 





With lots of thought provoking comment, 
practical observation dives were held at 
artificial reefs on Moreton Island where there 
were heaps of all kinds of “stuff” (which after 
8 hours audio-visuals the day before), miracu- 
lously turned out to be sponges, cinidarians, 
worms, bryozoans, molluscs, echinoderms, 
ascidians and fish. The Car Body reef is in 
an excellent situation and can be dived in 
almost any conditions. I was impressed with 
the site, as were three of our group who stayed 
in too long looking at ‘stuff’, and nearly missed 
the ferry. 


Congratulations to: Tommy Wong, Guy 
i yee, Green, Stephen Payne, MaryLynne Heiser, 
Some of the e Dolphin Dive Club group at the Christine Heiser, Chris Fielder, Sam Fielder, There appear to be very few stonefish Gut 
‘CaP Dadies. =~ David Robinson, Rana Jewell and Gary Carroll. _ in the open at this locality, unlike other dive _| 
50 Underwater Geographic © ee | 




















N.A.U.I. Underwater Environment Certificate Course. 
N.A.U.I Advanced Underwater Environment Course 
Weekend Workshops 


Consecutive Weekend Workshops held at Frog Dive Centres, 
Bass Point Dive Lodge saw the most rain ever for February, and 
huge seas. Even the tidepools were too rough for safe entry. Extra 
theory/ practical audio-visuals filled in the rain-soaked days and 
all participants benefitted from the additional encouragement. 
Assignments were set for practicals. The gutter at Bass Point 
generally has an excellent entry and safe exits during normal sea 
conditions. Pictures shown on this page were taken during 
PreviOuS COurSes. 

Congratulations to: Craig Foster, Bengt Norrman, J.A. Norrman, 
Malcolm Ford, Steve Owen, Leigh Owen, James Pruss, John 
Rogojkin, Lynette Clark. 


A NIGHT WITH NEVILLE AT BALMAIN LEAGUES CLUB 
“EDUCATION THROUGH ENTERTAINMENT” AUDIO-VISUAL 
“EAT OR BE EATEN” - 7.30pm WED. Ist AUGUST. 





Beautifully camouflaged Red 
Cardinal Scorpionfish Scor- 
paena Cardinalis at Bass Pt, NSW 
(size 220mm). 

RING BOB TAYLOR 


(O2) 637 2144 
FOR BOOKINGS 





Umalertracer Idclneatnom 


Neville Coleman Education Courses, Seminars 
Workshops, Photographic Exhibitions, Promo- 
tional Dive Festivals and Teach Tours are held 
Australia wide/the World around. 





SS. 


A mating pair of orange-spotted Chromodoris Chromodoris sp. 
photographed at the gutter Bass Pt, N.S.W. (Size 30mm). 





Neville Coleman's School 
of Photography Underwater 
Certificate Course 
PAO. NAW Rae 
5.5.1. A.U.F. will be held 

at Bass Pt (17 hour 

from Sydney) 

Weekend workshop: 

Fri. night 27 July 28-29 
For details ring Bob Taylor 
(02) 637 2144 





USED BY THE BEST 
IN THE BUSINESS 











NIKONOS PACKAGES 
AND ACCESSORIES 


LIGHTS ALL 
SIZES & COLOURS 


VIDEO CASES, LIGHTS 
AND ACCESSORIES 





SINGLE LENS REFLEX 
CASES & ACCESSORIES 


SUBSTROBES, MOUNTING 
ARMS & ACCESSORIES 


SINGLE LENS REFLEX 
MOTOR DRIVE CASES 








PLAIN AUSTRALIA: 
PRODUCT REPORT 


with Gary Bell 








Clive and Maxine 
Armstrong for 
day trips on 
Moreton Bay 
aboard their 
brand new dive 
boat Climax I 


7 DAYS A WEEK WEATHER PERMITTING 








Available for Group Bookings in Moreton Bay 
area. Also regular trips to Swain, Capricorn 
and Bunker Group Reefs. 

Overnight: 10 Divers @ Extended Trips: 8 Divers 
5 cu. ft. compressor 


} ) 


Trundle Rd, Thornlands, Qld 4164 





DIVING CHARTER BOAT 





M.V. ESPERANCE STAR 


MORETON BAY DIVE SITES 


LENGTH 17.07 METRES WEEKEND CHARTER 
BEAM 9.34 METRES ($195.00) 

FNC aNSBEE: SUNDAY DAY Ta 
415V + 240V A.C. POWER eg a ae allele 
FUEL 2000 GALLONS 


CRUISING SPEED 10 KNOTS (TWO DAYS) 
RANGE 3600 MILES ONE NIGHT DIVE) 
STABILIZED $50.00) 
DESALINATION PLANT 
BOLOURTV-e VIDEO | CONTACT: 
URT.V.e 
LIBRARY M.V. ESPERANCE STAR 
LARGE PANORAMIC WINDOWS 


85 Gympie Road 
Kedron, Qld 40831 
(07) 857 6141 


FULLY EQUIPPED GALLEY 
SHIPS BAR @ SUN DECK 
DIVE PLATFORM 


Special Expedition 


CHRISTMAS ISLAND and THE COCOS 
(KEELING) ISLANDS. 
Led by Dr Gary Morgan, Curator of Crustacea, 
Western Australian Museum 
18 September - 2 October 1990 
COST: $3,920 ALL INCLUSIVE (EX PERTH) 

Christmas Island and the Cocos (Keeling) 
Islands are amongst the most remote and 
isolated oceanic landmasses in the world. These 
rarely visited Islands have a fascinating wildlife, 
both terrestrial and marine. 

On this special expedition, you will first 
experience the rugged scenery and rainforests 
of Christmas Island, which is alive with rare 
seabirds and the world famous land crabs. 

You will then jet 900kms to the tropical 
paradise of a true coral atoll at the Cocos 
(Keeling) Islands, and explore the wonders of 
their seas. 

For qualified divers, at least two dives will 
be organised at both destinations and 
snorkelling will be available to non-divers. 

Only ten persons will be accepted for this 
expedition. Expert guides, including Leader 
Dr Gary Morgan, Curator of Crustacea . 
at the Western Australian 
Museum, will accompany you. 

























For complete information, please contact: 
CHRISTMAS ISLAND EXPEDITIONS 
PO Box 298, Christmas Island, Indian Ocean 6798 
Tel: 0011 6724 8274 Fax: 0011 6724 8275 

Or: Dr Gary Morgan 

After hours on (09) 272 6983 














oat Diving 


Brisbane” 


Some Words of Concern from a Disenchanted Diver.” 





As a keen, enthusiastic diver of 
many years | share my UNDER- 
WATER experiences with all people 
who show the slightest degree of 
interest. 


One day while | was seated in a 
coffee bar | noticed a diver’s watch 
on the wrist of a fellow sitting 
opposite me. “Are you a diver?” | 
enquired without embarrassment or 
hesitation. Accompanied with a 
smile came the answer, “Yes, | am”. 
Great, | thought, someone who 
understands my love of the world 
below. 


My new found friend’s name was 
Joh Bjelkie-Diver. A man in his mid 
thirties, married with three children, 
house on mortgage and still paying 
off the two year old family sedan. 
Joh had been diving regularly for 
five years. He was a public servant, 
didn’t earn a big salary and scraped 
pennies together for his dive gear 
and boat trips. 


We spoke for along time and after 
we parted | thought a lot about our 
discussion. | hope you do likewise 
after you've finished reading what 
was shared. To capture the flow of 
our encounter I’ve presented Joh’s 
comments in verbatim style, so as 
not to colour his words with my own 
interpretations. 


- Do you enjoy loving and 
diving in Brisbane? 


Joh - Definitely. Brisbane has the 
benefits of big city living while also 
possessing some of the newest and 
best dive spots in Australia. 


What else could | ask for? I enjoy 
around-the-year diving in clear, 
warm waters, whales that grace our 


by David N. Buchanan 


doorstep, numerous wrecks to 
explore, a multitude of top dive 
locations and a myriad of fish life, 
both tropical and sub-tropical. Why 
would | want to live anywhere else? 


- You don’t have to sell me on 
Brisbane. | live here too and fully 
agree with what you say. With all 
the wonderful advantages of being 
here in Brisbane are there any 
problems or dislikes you have with 
living and diving here? 


Joh - Oh, yes. There are disadvan- 
tages wherever one lives. It is a bind 
having to travel so far in a boat to 
dive sites, whereas some other cities 
and towns are closer to dive desti- 
nations or you can dive off beaches 
or rocks. Another aspect | don’t like 
is my discontent with dive charter 
operators. 


- Your “discontent”! What 
does that mean? 


} 


4 > . 


20mm). 


Photos by Neville Coleman, 
Underwater Geographic 


Joh - Well, | can’t afford my own 
boat and most of my friends don't 
own one so | book on dive charter 
vessels for my diving trips. When | 
visit dive shops around Brisbane I’m 
always on the lookout for new boats 
because, until now, I’m not really 
satisfied with those I’ve been on. 
Believe me, | have dived with many 
charter boat companies and there 
has only been one trip in the last 
three years | can honestly say | 
enjoyed, felt comfortable and safe 
on. 


- Could you detail some of the 
problems you've experienced? 


- Sure!! Some of the boats have 
not been adequately prepared or 
adapted for diving. I’ve actually 
dived off a boat that had no dive flag, 
no shot line, no J.C. line, no inflat- 
able to pick up stray divers and a 
crew who knew nothing of diving 





Holthuise’s shrimps are very common residents in Moreton Bay sea anemones (size 
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Beautiful little pineapplefish hide away in the artificial reef wrecks. 


safety or divers’ needs. On another 
boat | spent % of an hour one night 
sitting freezing with eight other 
divers in the middle of Moreton Bay 
while we drifted without lights, 
electricity and with both motors out. 
During this ordeal the skipper didn’t 
even contact the Coast Guard to 
explain our predicament. Let me tell 
you about the boat that pulled up 
anchor and was heading back to the 
Brisbane River before the Dive 
Master realized there were two 
divers missing. And what about the 
time | surfaced with a large group 
of divers after a cold night dive to 
discover our meal, prepared by the 
crew and part of the price of the trip, 
was lying over the deck of the boat 
and all that was left to fill our bellies 
was cold coke. 


DNB - Are there any other 
instances that have upset you when 
travelling on charter boats? 


- There are lots of things that 
have occurred over the years. | 
remember the day | stood with a 
group of divers in the hot sun for 
an hour waiting for a boat to arrive. 
When it finally did everyone was 
expected to carry all our heavy 
equipment 300 metres to reach our 
illustrious, royal craft. Leaving the 
jetty after a one hour delay we 
journeyed down river for ten 
minutes before pulling into another 
jetty to refuel this “luxurious cat”. 
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The rest of the trip I’d rather forget. 
Sour grapes maybe, but another nail 
in the coffin of dive charter experi- 
ence for me. Hell!! The more | think 
about it the more angry | become 
at myself for committing my money 
and my time to it - neither of those 
do | have any to spare. 
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DNB - Are there things that annoy 
you about diving off charter boats 
that are common to all? 


- Are you kidding? Have you 
ever tried getting geared up ina 
small area of the stern with 8 - 10 
other divers all trying the same thing 
at the same time? It’s hard enough 
in calm seas but when there are 1 
metre swells - forget it! Have you 
ever been introduced to your dive 
buddy seconds before you dis- 
appear into the depths without 
knowing his/her name, tactics on 
communication, emergency proce- 
dures or without even time or 
agreement on dive plans equipment 
check? Talk about breaking all the 
rules, no wonder people have 
accidents or are scared off diving. 


DNB - You sound pretty angry 
about all of this. 


- Too bloody right! | have to 
save up for these boat trips and then 
persuade my wife to allow me time 
away from my family before | can 
go. | question if diving is worth the 
effort, in fact, if | didn’t love the sport 


4 ag 
P io 4 ¥ 
, " ~~ 

* ‘i , 

' - 

5 <= a. h 

. - 

ead ae 

. . 
a us ‘ 4 
yen. + 


The car body reefs off Moreton Island provide excellent diving in sheltered waters. 








so much | would have given up years 
ago. | want to dive but | don't believe 
| should have to jeopardize my 
health or life when doing it. 


DNB - If you had the opportunity 
to address the operators what would 
you say? 


Joh - That’s an interesting ques- 
tion. First | would tell them exactly 
what I’ve told you. Then | would tell 
them to begin considering the safety 
and needs of the diving community 
as a whole, to get their act together 
or get out of the business and take 
up selling second hand cars or 
insurance. We divers don’t want or 
need shonky operators in Brisbane. 
| would encourage them to accept 
that they have lives in their hands 
every time a boat leaves a wharf with 
divers on-board. | would also plead 
with them to ensure safety stan- 
dards are always met and that Dive 
Masters organize and oversee those 
in their charge in a comfortable and 
safe manner. 


HOW ABOUT ITT 
EARTHLINGS! 


Leopard sharks are frequent visitors to the Shag Rock nursery area. 


DNB - Would you be prepared to 
dive regularly with a dive charter 
company if all your requests were 
met? 


Joh - Without question, and |! 
would personally promote that com- 
pany with all my friends and at dive 
shops | visit. 


John Bjelke-Diver (name withheld 
to protect the innocent) is a real 
person with true experiences. There 
are more Joh’s in Brisbane as | have 
spoken to quite a few. This dialogue 
was recorded not for the purpose 
of disenchantment with dive charter 
operators or, for upsetting individ- 
uals. It has been presented as a tool 
for education and a drive for a better 
exchange between what is, and 
what's needed. My concern is the 
safety and welfare of local and 
visiting divers and their families. 
Joh’s challenge has been issued. If 
there are honest, safe, professional 
charter operators in Brisbane take 
up this challenge. You’ve got 
nothing to lose and the diving world 
to gain. If you feel that your 
operation is within the guidelines 
made by Joh, speak out and let us 
see Brisbane become Australia’s 
safest and best city to dive in, after 
all Moreton Bay is the best we’ve 
got! 


EDITOR: This article is published in the 
sincere hope that it will bring about a 
greater understanding between divers 
and boat operators and provide a basis 
by which we can all get on with the 
fabulous business of diving and looking 
after Moreton Bay. 


MM al-me li c= olor} me) ol-1¢-1 0) e-M daceme: |) ol-t- Lar: 
the beginning of this article guarantee to 
meet any of John Bjelke divers standards 
and offer each and every diver safe, 
professional services while diving 
Moreton Bay. 
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FILM CAMERA MARINE 


Available from your closest” 
Underwater Sales 
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INEXPENSIVE - WATERPROOF - SIMPLE . 
HIGHEST RECOMMENDATIONS 
(Gary Bell) 
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) f you aren't all that serious about photography and are searching for a simple to operate 

all weather camera that will take satisfactory pictures without costing an arm and a leg, search 

B no further. ADEAL PTY LTD, of Melbourne have recently released another U.N. product from 
Japan, the new “Film Camera Marine”. It's a waterproof underwater camera housing designed 
exclusively for use with the disposable Fuji Quicksnap Flash Camera (Film with Lens/Flash) and 
can be used on the beach, in the surf, out on the boat, when snorkeling and even when Scuba 
diving. 

The housing is made of a tough transparent polycarbonate resin which allows the photographer 
to see clearly the exposure counter at the top of the camera and the flash ready light at the 
back. Should the housing ever leak, water is easily detected. At your finger tips are three outside 
controls (which incidentally can be easily dismantled and maintained), the shutter button lever, 
film advance knob and the flash activating button. Installing the Quicksnap Flash Camera into 
the “Film Camera Marine” housing is very easy. Simply unfasten the two spring-loaded stainless 
steel buckles, ensure the main O-ring is free of foreign particles and lightly lubricated with silicone 
grease, insert the camera (there are no screws or clamps), place the two housing halves back 
in place and then fasten down the buckles. 


When | tested the “Film Camera Marine” at Heron Island recently, | found it very reliable and 
definitely a pleasure to use out on the reef. The manufacturers claim that the housing is pressure 
tolerant to a depth of 30 metres. Although | didn’t take it down to this depth, all three controls 
operated as smoothly at 25 metres as they did 3 metres below the surface and | have no doubt 
in this claim. To advance the film from one frame to the next it’s simply a matter of cranking 
the control knob with the index finger and thumb of the right hand. The shutter button lever 
is activated by the right index finger and the flash activiating button by the left index finger. 
The camera flash is situated about 6cm from the lens. For this reason, | highly recommend that 
pictures are taken using the ambient natural light rather than flash in all but clear water conditions, 
as this will eliminate any back - scatter problems. The camera and housing complete has positive 
bouyancy and will float to the surface should you ever lose grip. For safeguard, a nylon cord 
for use as a neck strap is supplied. 


For such an inexpensive piece of camera equipment, | was amazed by how well the “Film 
Camera Marine” performed underwater and my overall picture results. It will no doubt provide 
the low budget photographer with hours of enjoyment and has my highest recommendation. 





BUCKLES 

STRAP 

SIZE 

SHOCK RESISTANCE 


DEPTH RANGE 


MAIN MATERIALS: 
WATERPROOF STRUCTURE: 


SUBMERSIBLE LIMIT: 
OUTSIDE OPERATION: 


DIMENSIONS: 

WEIGHT: 
ACCESSORIES: 
RELEASE OF PRODUCT: 
UNIT PRICE: 


WATERPROOF O-RING SEAL 


model Libby Grant 


CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS © OUTSIDE CONTROLS 


@ OPERATIONAL 
FUNCTIONS 
1 EASE OF OPERATION 
MAINTENANCE 
L] VALUE FOR MONEY 
[] PRODUCT RECOMMENDATION 


EXCELLENT @ GOOD @ FAIR @ NOT PROVIDED 


Mono block Transparent Polycarbonate, Resin 
Stainless Steel 

Pressure sealing method with O-ring and spring 
loaded buckles 

Depth of 30 metres 

Three Operations 

1. Winding of Film 

2. Shutter 

3. Flash 

157 (w) x 73 (d) x 87 (h) mm 

190g (Not including film) 

Strap, Silicone Grease, Silica Gel 

From November 19/89 

Suggested retail: $175.00 


© Underwater Geographic 59 





*-. ° %e_ AN & = 
ee | OS. 
— Se En een 








| 1 
; ere 
SS ch cn in niin tt i ic ie il i Ml i i in ie in in indi alti atin ita -m. 
7 T r; , ’ MITE LS 8 
7 sf a4 er ee Per ie Mar Garr Vem weer hel weds i ei 
| — ‘ cry mimo j 
! = << 


. 
“ o 73 
-- = - ea 6 - oo oslo ee 
a =, — = ——— 
: eae Ne re as, ree et ee A BS ee 


— 
: — a 
— 


GENERAL INFORMATION 





Best times of the year: 


Typical weather: 


Accommodation available: 


Airport: 


DIVE SITE GUIDE 


Access: 
Dive methods: 
Types of diving: 


Description of dive site: 


Conditions at site: 


Dive time: 


Underwater terrain: 


Marine life: 


Experience level: 
Dive site rating: 


Management of resources: 


@ Summer 

C) Excellent 

M@ Very good 
L] Average 

LJ Fair 

@ Camping 

@ Light aircraft 


@ Boat ramp 

@ Scuba 

@ Boat 

@ Island 

@ Wreck 

@ Current 

@ Tide changes 
@ Fair visibility 
@ |n-coming tide 
@ Spring tide 

@ Drop offs 

@ Sand & rubble 
@ Low profile reef 
@ Caves 

@ Kelp 

M@ Sea whips 

m@ Anemones 

@ Crays 


@ Nudibranchs 
@ Sea stars 

@ Ascidians 

® Sharks 

@ Pupil 

LJ Excellent 

@ Marine reserve 


C) Winter 
a 


@ Hostel 
_] Jet 


@ Charter boat 
M@ Hookah 
@ Jetty 


@ Submerged reef 


@ Shallow water 
@ Swell 

B Boat traffic 

C] Poor visibility 
L] Out-going tide 
B Neap tide 

@ Gutters 

@ Rocky reef 

C] Coral reef 

L] Swim-throughs 
M@ Sea grass 

@ Sea fans 

@ Fan worms 
@ Crabs 


@ Cuttles 
(_] Basket stars 
@ Sea lions 

@ Fish 

@ Beginner 
@ Very good 
@ Protected 
species 





@ Spring 


@ Hotel 
| International 


BA 

@ Snorkel 

@ Shore 

@ Shore 

M@ Deep water 
@ Wind chop 

L) Good visibility 


@ Slack tide 
@ Patch reefs 
@ Flat bottom 
Mi Slope 
Silty bottom 
@ Sponges 
CL) Black coral 
@ Bryozoans 
@ Shells 


@ Scallops 

@ Sea urchins 

@ Dolphins 

@ Numerous fish 
@ Intermediate 
L) Fair 

@ Quotas 





LJ Autumn 


@ Motel 
| Helicopter 


@ Snorkel diving 


LJ Corals 

@ Soft corals 

L] Brachiopods 

L] Commensal 
shrimps 

@ Abalone 

@ Feather stars 

@ Whales 

LJ Abundant fish 

@ Advanced 

@ Photography 

@ Collecting 

















pier. If you enjoy watching the ‘helicopter 
antics of the little Shaw’s Cow Fish, or 
perhaps searching for the large Southern 
Blue Spotted Flathead that lurk in the 
grass. Various species of shrimp are also 
found here as well as many other tiny 
creatures that will reveal themselves to the 
diver who looks carefully enough. 

Several species of Cowfish and Boxfish 
frequent this area. | have seen Starry Toad- 
fish, Shaw's Cowfish and Ornate Cowfish 
all happily living together with Big Bellied 
Seahorse, Common Seadragon and the 
odd White’s Seahorse. Keep a sharp look- 
out for groups of Port Jackson Sharks 
especially in winter. 

All this sounds too idyllic to be true 
doesn’t it? Flinders Pier is all this and more 
but its delicate ecology is currently under 
threat. And why? Quite simply from the 
thoughtlessness of certain individuals who 
show a blatant disregard not only for the 
law, but also for the comfort and well being 


Old wife 


Shaw’s cowfish (female) 
of others. Bilge pumps are emptied by fish- 
ing boats without a thought to 
consequences this action has on the local 
marine population. Spearfishermen, some 
on Scuba, spear fish around the pier, an 
activity that is in fact illegal in this state. 
Anglers, for some unknown reason, 


immediately destroy any fish that they are 


unable to eat. These inedible fish include 
the delightful Cowfish and Boxfish. 

| cannot understand the mentality of 
some people. The so called ‘trash’ fish is 
cast alongside the pier in the hot sun just 
because it cannot be eaten. Why in God's 
name don’t they return the unwanted catch 
to the water? Your guess is aS good as 
mine. 

One thing is for sure, if there isn’t some 
effective policing of this fragile area there 
will be no fish, edible or otherwise. The 
various groups who use the pier have to 
get together to discuss a strategy so that all 
legal interests, both sporting and profes- 
sional in the area can be catered for. | must 
say that the prospect of this happening in 
the near future seems somewhat remote. 
Anglers have been known to deliberately 
jig divers. None of this is helping the 
ecology of the pier and that, at the 
moment, is the only real certainty in the 
dispute. 
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29m ; ma MARINE RESERVE — 
Se © ONE DAY INTRODUCTORY SCUBA DIVE 4 AUSTRALIA'S MOST 
— e 5 DAY INTERNATIONAL SCUBA DIVE COURSE | vd a daha dy 
"@ DAILY.DIVE TOURS EVERY DAY OF THE YEAR 
een © 7 DAY BUDGET ua 
ae dive package 
— ~\, © PROFESSIONAL TRAINING BY EXPERIENCED INSTAUCTORS 
; ‘ IN SAFE ACCESSIBLE WATEAS © ALL EQUIPMENT SUPPLIED 


TAKE THE PLUNGE — LEARN TO DIVE 


thole) ti teawe) Mle tai [eel iiiiel mide) iitlqmrh ite) Erich mei es i {s 
9 LAWSON STREET, BYRON BAY, N.S.W. 2481 © PH: (066) 85 7149 
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VALERIE TAYLOR 
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MINOLTA a PHOTOGRAPHIC 
, 4 HOT LINE. & 
(02) 525 7470 


NIKONOS V 
SPECIAL PRICES ON 
ALL UNDERWATER 
EQUIPMENT 

NIKON THE CHOICE 


Ring, write or call OF PROFESSIONALS 


SHOP 6 NEWTON BLDG, KINGSWAY, CARINGBAH 2229 
Phone: (02) 525 7170 
Camera Repairers to Neville Coleman and Australasian 
Marine Photo Index 





PLAIN AUSTRALIA 
PRODUCT REPORT ,< 


WITH NEVILLE COLEMAN 


_ THE EXCEPTIONAL PERFORMING SUNPAK MARINE auto 2400 


Test unit supplied by Maxwell Optical Industries Pty, power source — = 
4 varta AA 1.5v batteries, film (Fuji) 50 1.5.0. Location: Heron Island. A Q 


| Due to weather conditions prevailing at the times this flash unit | 

-_was tested over a period of three months, all tests were carried out 
in conjunction with Nikonos IV 35mm lens and the Nikonos close 
up lens and framer. I’ve no doubt that the manufacturers specifi- 
cations comply at other distances and when used with other 
combinations, this medium range super-light with its excellent style, 

_ simplicity of operation, reliability and price would suit even the most 
discerning underwater photographer. 


Both manual and automatic mode were tested and each proved 
to be within a whisker of the guide No. selections with F16 being 
the average aperture selection at the 1ft (30cm) distance. The marine 
grip (flash arm attachment) which came with the unit was simple 
to assemble. All functions proved easy to work underwater and gave 
: 








good results. These features, along with the SUNPAK marine auto 
2400 60 metre depth range and specially designed double safety 
battery compartment (which is sealed off from the rest of the. 
electronics in case of user error) (flooding) give it added value. For 
its size and output it is without doubt, over short range, a worthy 
competitor to the SB102 and I’m sure it will make its mark wherever 


To vvuvyvovee 
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it is available. 
Size _ Double battery chamber 
| ~ Construction materials Battery cap lock 
Power output Marine grip 
——- Battery _ Marine grip coverage 
Recharging time _ Marine grip functions 
Flash angle _ Sync. cord and connector 
~ Colour temperature - Depth range 
_ Automatic mode function ® Value for money 
_ Manual mode function Instruction sheet 
Flash ready light - Product recommendation 
Mode switch 
Excellent ™ Good ®& Fair ™ Not provided 





__ @ G.N. (UNDER WATER): 12-ASA/ISO 100 (FULL) 

. (ON LAND): 24-ASA/ISO 100 (FULL) 

@ COVERAGE: 28m/m lens © POWER SOURCE: 4 x 1.5V AA AL OR NICAD 
BATTERY e RECYCLE TIME: AL BATTERY -6.5 SEC: NICAD-4 SEC @ No. 
OF FLASHES: AL BATTERY-140 (MORE IN TTL) NICAD-70 @ FLASH 
CONTROL: TTL W/NIKONOS V © FLASH CONTROL RANGE: 0.3-4.3m (ASA/ 
ISO 100) © PRESSURE: TESTED TO 60 METRES (200ft) © DIMENSIONS: 
163 x 88 x 113mm © WEIGHT: 700g (-50g UNDER WATER) @ ACCESSORY: 
O-RING SET 
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PROMOTING [PS PROTECTING 


DIVING THE 
——— [BB eecees 9 ENVIRONMENT 
Neville Coleman's — 


books are now available 
at all environmentally 





“The nature of underwater is 
your business!” 

We must fight! 

Be an for its preservation. 

concerned dive shops —_ 


| "TT is 


10,000,000 Australians have 
never been inside the ocean. 
10,000,000 Australians have 
little understanding of the 
underwater environment 
10,000,000 Australians have a 


right to know why our seas and 
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Look for af 
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Mobile our shores are so important to 
their future. 
at We should all endeavour to 
a dive shop encourage others to share in the | 
knowledge of the fascinating | 
near you. 


world beneath the waves. 
Neville Coleman’s 
Underwater Geographic, the ° 
diver’s journal, is the only 
journal of its kind with a 
philosophy committed to 


All titles are shrink 
wrapped and priced for 
your protection 





saving by sharing. 
DIVING IS A “EDUCATION IS THE KEY 
LOVE AFFAIR TO THE FUTURE” 
WITH Turn some pages - Become more 
environmentally aware! Join the 
LIFE world’s leading underwater 
ENGAGE... YOUR author. Learn by concern, the 
MIND business of knowing. | 
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Neville Coleman’s 


Helix Ltd, 

310 South Racine Ave, 
Chicago, Illinois 60607 
(312) 4216000 


49 BALACLAVA ST, WOOLLOONGABBA 4012 


(07) 391 3766 


153 VICTORIA ST, MACKAY QLD 4740 
(079) 46 6204 


2422 LOGAN RD, EIGHT MILE PLAINS 
(07) 341 9733 


808 ANN ST, FORTITUDE VALLEY 4006 
(07) 252 3159 


HERON ISLAND RESORT 
VIA GLADSTONE 4680 


83 GYMPIE RD, KEDRON 4031 
(07) 857 1440 


CNR MILTON & BAROONA ROADS 
MILTON 4064 
(07) 368 3766 


22 HERBERT ST, BOWEN 4805 
(077) 86 2344 


SHOP 3 REDLAND BAY ROAD 
CAPALABA 4157 
(07) 245 1005 


410 MAITLAND RD, MAYFIELD WEST 2304 
(049) 67 6122 


430 PACIFIC HWY, BELMONT 2280 
(049) 45 3676 


539 WILLOUGHBY RD, WILLOUGHBY 2068 
(02) 958 5699 


Helix Ltd, 


SALES OUTLETS Sheaves soon? 


(312) 4216000 
7A MILLER ST, MERRYLANDS 2160 (02) 637 2144 
479 ANZAC PDE, KINGSFORD 2032 (02) 349 6333 
478 GEORGE ST, SYDNEY 2000 (02) 264 6177 
411 ENTRANCE RD, LONG JETTY 2261 (043) 34 1559 


SHOP 1, DUMARESQ ST, CAMPBELLTOWN 2560 
(046) 27 2351 | 


357 PACIFIC HWY, ASQUITH 2077 (02) 477 6764 


SHOP 1, 133 WHARF ST, TWEED HEADS 
(075) 36 9622 


(066) 85 7755 

P.O. BOX 454 TAYLORS RD, NORFOLK ISLAND 2899 
(02) 264 6177 

34 STATION ST, MOORABBIN 3189 (03) 555 9128 


237 EAST BOUNDARY RD, EAST BENTLEIGH 3165 
(03) 579 2851 


510 GOODWOOD RD, DAW PARK 5041 
(08) 271 7065 


PO BOX 496 KARRATHA 6714 
(091) 85 1957 


PO BOX 596 EXMOUTH 6707 
(099) 49 1662 
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Photo by Paulette Clayton (courtesy Sunday Sun newspaper). 





What it boils down to is 
? diminished personal responsibility 

and that’s what causes environ- 
mental problems in the first place. 
Hell! if we can’t be responsible for 
our selves and our actions who can? Surely NOT 
NATURE? What about human nature? 


Sow 
wee 


© THERES ONE THING 
| HATE MORE THAN 
A BLOWN FUSE, ITS ; 
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BANKSIA. 





The | 7 : . are 
presented in twelve categories for the development of 
environmental integrity and achievement in the following 
fields: 


This award is for either an individual or organisation 
whose achievements in the field of agriculture and/or 
primary production are seen to have made the most 
significant contribution to environmental achievement 
within these industries. 


This award is for either an individual or Landholder 
groups whose efforts in the field of land management 
and sustainable productivity have enhanced, beautified 
and protected the environment. 


This is awarded to an individual, organisation or body 
of individuals which through their efforts on behalf of 
the community, are seen to have made a significant 
contribution to the enhancement, beautification and 
protection of the environment. 


This is awarded to either an individual or organisation 
for practices and achievements in the development of 
Innovative Technology that are consistent with an 
environmentally sound future. 


This is awarded to an individual, a corporate body 
or an organisation within the media, who has made a 
significant contribution to the raising of environmental 
awareness. 


This is awarded to either an individual or organisation 
for practices and achievements in pollution control. 


This award it for innovation, achievement or 
development and implementation of recycling 
processes, projects or schemes that are contributing 
to the conservation of our Earths natural resources. 


This award is for an individual or organisation for 
achievement in the conservation and/or restoration of 
our waterways or marine environment. 


aware that schools and governments need to be leaders 
in environmental achievement. 


The following awards recognise this. 

LS This will be awarded to a Secondary School 
which has raised the level of environmental awareness 
and/or made a significant contribution to the 
enhancement, beautification or protection of our planet. 


This will be awarded to a local Govemment which 
implements projects or schemes which have a 
significant impact on the environment. 


awarded to a State or Federal Instrumentality which 
implements projects or schemes which have a 
significant impact on the environment. 

For further information on the Banksia Environmental 
Awards contact Mr. Robin Crawley on (03) 388 0672, 
(03) 388 0600, Fax (03) 387 5608 or write to: Banksia 
Environmental Foundation 225A Brunswick Street 
Brunswick Victoria 3056 


1990 Judges 


ENVIRONMENTAL 


FOUNDATION INC. 


NSW 


James 
NSW 


NSW 


NSW 


Richard Oliver Risk Managers 
Environmental Engineer 


Environmeal Science Lecturer 
Monash University 

Founder, Keep Australia 
Beautiful 


Commission For The Future 
Environmental Lawyer 


Research Scientist 


Underwater Naturalist 
Sea Australia Resource Centre 


Commissioner Industries 
Assistance Commission 


Environmental Journalist - 
Earth Watch 


Features Editor - Earth Quest 
Environmental Research 
Lawyer 


W.A. Premier's Dept.- 
Environmentalist 
President W.A. KAB 
Environmentalist 


High Court Judge 
Environmentalist 


NSW Parks & Wildlife. 

Media Personality 

Maritime Service Board Order 
of Aust. 
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NEVILLE COLEMAN’S 


» SEA AUSTRALIA RESOURCE CENTRE 


P.O. BOX 702, SPRINGWOOD, QLD AUSTRALIA 4127 PH: (07) 341 8931 FAX: (07) 341 8148 


A total concept communication facility created to advance the knowledge of the Marine environment and conserve its inhabitants through 
the educational media of natural history - photography - cine photography - video - audio - visual - public appearances - lectures 
- publishing - journalism and information. 


Professional services to all industries including Diving - Tourism - Underwater education - Advertising - National Parks - Museums 
- Public aquariums - Resorts - Fauna Parks - Fisheries and Wildlife - Universities - Schools - Libraries - Publishers, etc. 


PROFESSIONAL PHOTO JOURNALISM/SERVICES: 


Neville Coleman / Gary Bell 
Promotional editorial, photography, equipment reviews, resort reports, display audio-visuals, advertising, above or below water anywhere 
in the world. 


ENVIRO-MENTALS PHOTO AGENCY/SERVICES: 


Incorporating underwater photo library and Australasian Marine Photographic Index. 100,000 stock shots for hire, covering most 
environmental aspects above and below the seas; 10,000 species of marine animals and plants, huge selection of scenic diver shots 
and wide angle underwater environmentals. World wide. 


BROCHURES - BOOKS - ADVERTISING —- MAKE-UP & DESIGN 


2,000 sets of colour separations for hire. Concepts, packaging, artwork - Display prints. 


ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION PROGRAMMES 
Underwater Photography Certificate Courses 


Instructor: Neville Coleman (Member A.I.P.P.) 
P.A.D.I., N.A.U.1., F.A.U.1., S.S.1., A.U.F. Certification. Basic, Advanced, Professional, Photo-Journalism levels. 


Underwater Marine Biology Certification Courses 
Instructor: Neville Coleman (Associate Australian Museum) 
P.A.D.I., N.A.U.I., F.A.U.1., S.S.1., A.U.F. Certification. Basic, Advanced, Instructor levels. 


“Education Through ENTERTAINMENT’ Audio-Visuals 
Twelve programmes - 1 to 3 hours. Titles ranging from “Sex in the Sea” to “Dangerous Sea Creatures” presented anywhere in the 
world. Bookings can be made by dive facilities, clubs, schools, societies. Excellent fund raisers. Personal presentations: Neville Coleman. 


Nikon’s Underwater Australia Photo Exhibition 

The largest travelling underwater photography exhibition especially designed to promote, display and encourage active participation 
in diving and photography. Over 100 16” x 20” laminated cibachrome display prints for hire (velcro mounted). Photography by Neville 
Coleman / Gary Bell. 


Underwater Geographic Book Mobiles 

Heavy duty steel wire mobiles, baked white enamel exteriors, with 18 individual sales pockets and a spin selection concept, only 18” 
wide. High quality laminated four colour header cards printed on both sides with large eye-catching titles. All books are shrink-wrapped 
and priced reducing time on recording and handling and protection for the customer. All titles and prices are standard and all stock 
is retained and managed by Neville Coleman. Underwater educational titles are available from the Book Mobile at your closest environmentally 
inclined sales outlet or by mail order through Underwater Geographic Magazine. 












1990 PROGRAMME 
UNDERWATER GEOGRAPHIC LECTURE TOUR/PHOTO EXHIBITIONS, U.S.A. (Ohio - Illinois - Florida) April/May 1990 


2ND INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN & WHALE CONFERENCE 
VALLA BEACH, NAMBUCCA HEADS, NSW - MAY 26 - 30, 1990. Contact: Kamala Hope, Campbell (065) 688110 


G.B.R. TEACH TOUR (NORTHERN REEFS) 28th June/10 JULY Contact: Coralita Dive Adventures (008) 079047 
SYDNEY, NSW 'NIKONS UNDERWATER AUSTRALIA” 19th JULY - 22nd JULY. SCUBA EXPO 90 Exhibition 


SYDNEY, N.S.W. 27th JULY - 29th JULY UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY CERTIFICATE COURSE 
Weekend Workshop (P.A.D.1I., N.A.U.I., F.A.U.I., S.S.I., A.U.F.) Contact: Frog Dive Centres (02) 637 2144. 


Newcastle NSW - 10th May - 12th Aug. UNDERWATER MARINE BIOLOGY CERTIFICATE COURSE. Weekend workshop (P.A.D.I., 
N.A.ULI., F.A.ULI., S.S.1., A.U.F.) Contact: Greg Gibbons (Coalfields Dive Club) ((049) 90 3344. 


Melbourne Vic. 24th Aug. to 26th Aug. UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY CERTIFICATE COURSE. Weekend workshop. 
(P.A.D.1., N-A.U.I., F.A.U.I., S.S.1., A.U.F.) Contact: A.B. Ocean Divers (03) 579 2851. 


Karratha, W.A. Promotional Tour/Courses. UNDERWATER MARINE BIOLOGY CERTIFICATE COURSES. Weekend workshop. 
(P.A.D.I., N.A.U.I., F.A.U.1., S.S.1., A.U.F.) Photographic Exhibition — Public lectures - audio-visuals. UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY 
CERTIFICATE COURSES. Weekend workshop. (P.A.D.I., N.A.U.I., F.A.U.I., S.S.1., A.U.F.) Contact: Karratha Dive (091) 85 1957. 


Exmouth, W.A. Dive Festival (Promotional Tour) 28th Sept. - 30th Sept. “Nikons Underwater Australia” Photo Exhibition 
Audio-visuals, lectures, etc. Contact: Q Dive Exmouth. (099) 491 662. 


Bundaberg Coral Isles Festival (Promotional Tour). Oct. 5th - 7th. Lectures, audio-visuals, personal appearances. 
Contact: (071) 529 256 (Fax). 


Heron Island Dive Festival 10th - 17th Nov. 


Underwater Photography Workshops, audio-visuals, lectures, photographic competition. Contact: Sea Life International (02) 665 6333 
For bookings in your area of all, or any of Neville Coleman’s Sea Australia Resource Centre services 
and promotions contact: Neville Coleman, PO Box 702, Springwood Qld 4127. Ph: (07) 341 8931 or Fax: (07) 341 8148. 
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SCUBA DIVERS FEDERATION (WESTERN AUSTRALIAN 
BRANCH) MEMBERS SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETE NCAS 


APPROVED INSTRUCTOR TRAINING 


te 


PROGRAMME 





From left to right: Mr David Hay (Assistant National Examiner FAUI), Mr Jak Denny 
(National Examiner FAUI), Mr Ian Milliner (Secretary NSQC), Mrs Nancy Cummins 
(Training Manager PADI Australia), Mr David Sawyer (WA Branch Manager NAUI 
Australia) and under examination Ms Bonnie Birch (President SDFWA). 


Mr Hugh Morrison was given the 
job of conducting the course with 
the WA Ministry of Sport and 
Recreation funding the programme. 
Though the participants initially 
lacked both experience and 
knowledge, the two and half month 
part time course saw each candidate 
work more than 20 full days some 
40 nights, totalling in excess of 360 
hours. 


The programme culminated in an 
examination phase which was con- 
ducted under the auspices of the 
NSQC on the 16th and 17th of 
December. An unprecedented level 
of co-operation between the various 
instructor agencies saw a panel of 
examiners including Mr Jak Denny 


(National Examiner FAUI), Mrs 
Nancy Cummins (Training Manager 
PADI Australia), and Mr Dave 
Sawer (WA Branch Manager NAUI 
Australia) put each candidate 
through the gruelling two day 
examination programme. 


Six of the eight participants were 
awarded outright passes and have 
gained NCAS Level II scuba 
instructor certification, one received 
a provisional pass, and one was 


awarded NCAS Level I certification. 

The NCAS Level II accredited 
SDFWA Instructors have been 
given approval by both the AUF 
through the NSQC, and the WA 
Ministry for Sport and Recreation 
to conduct Scuba Instruction. 


Certification cards issued by these 
instructors will be distinctly differ- 
ent from certification cards 
previously issued by non accredited 
SDFWA instructors. Each card will 
show the NCAS course number SD2 
777777, and the Instructors per- 
sonal SDF number. The divers 
trained by these SDFWA Instruc- 
tors have met an appropriate stan- 
dard and should be given services 
to the level indicated on the card. 
If there are any queries concerning 
these new qualification cards or the 
qualifications of the Instructors 
concerned, please contact the 
Secretary of the AUF’s National 
Scuba Qualification Commission, 


Mr Ian Milliner on (09) 344 7882. 
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A great Australian died 
recently. 


He was James Brown, 
but we knew him more 
affectionately as Jim. I met 
him back in 1966 when he 
and Mabel invited Carol 
and myself to dinner in 
Sydney. He asked me to 
address the Wild Life 
Preservation Society of 
Australia of which I was a 
life member having joined 
many years ago in Western 
Australia. Jim and Mabel 
convinced me I should 
stand for the Presidency and with only 
a few breaks I have held that position 
ever since. Jim as vice-president always 
was a tower of strength in the conser- 
vation struggles which went on during 
the next twenty years. He also led many 
of our excursions. 


During those years I learned more 
about his career. Having to take over 
the responsibility of his mother, three 
sisters and a brother when his father 
died at an early age, Jim not only made 
a career for himself by his inventions 
but he also took part in football, surfing 
and finally in gymastics. He achieved 
great fame, not only becoming an 
Australian champion but also a judge 
representing our nation in four Olympic 
Games. He was made a life member 
of the Australian Association of 
Gymnasts. 


Farewell, old friend! 

Our wish for you 

Not heaven’s green pastures, but 
A little, lovely island 

Set in peacock seas, 


With towering peaks, cloud capped 


With rustling palms. 
And soaring sea birds, 
White as breaking waves. 


And old friends - diving buddies - 
Still to share with you 





by Vincent Serventy 


The joys of sailing on a sun- 
drenched sea! 
A lifting swell. A strong hand 
On the tiller, and below 
Enchanted worlds of colour - 
Coral reefs and brilliant cruising fish 
You captured them on camera - 
Not on hooks. 
Oh, how you loved 
This rare, exquisite place! 
How hard you worked 
To save this heritage! 
Part of the magic fabric 
of your dreams 
And now 
A closely guarded gem, 
A tribute to your caring. 
Thank you, Jim. 








It was in nature conser- 
vation we knew him best. 
A life member of our 
Society, he introduced me 
to the delights of Lord 
Howe Island. He went 
there first in 1938 and then 
in 1945, became involved 
with the underwater world 
through mastering the 
science and art of scuba 
diving and underwater 
photography. 


His tireless support of 
having this most beautiful 
island in the world made 
into a national park, both above and 
underwater, culminated in the 
declaration not only of the land 
reserves but also it’s listing as a World 
Heritage Park. Jim convinced Neville 
Wran, Premier of NSW of the beauty 
of this island through acting as a guide 
to Neville and his wife Jill. Some of his 
photographs were used in the 
nomination document which convinced 
the world committee that Lord Howe 
Island should be dedicated as one of 
the crown jewels of the natural world. 


The Wild Life Preservation Society 
nominated him for an Australian 
honour and in 1986 he was made a 
Member of the Order of Australia. 


We will miss him not only for his 
encouragement but for the good 
humour and assistance he gave all of 
us. 


Our Society will consider how best 
we can make a permanent memorial 
to this great conservation figure. The 
author would like to hear from any 
member who can give other details of 
his life history. 


Suggestions for a memorial and 
financial contributions towards it would 
also be of value. 


A poem, written by our member Jean 
Edgecombe and read at his funeral 
service is a fitting close to this tribute. 














the quality 


difference 





NEW DIVE SHOP FOR W.A. 
‘Q. DIVE‘ EXMOUTH 


Q. Dive Exmouth has been in operation 
now for several months. Situated on Lot 102 
Murat Road, Exmouth, Q. Dive is the first 
professional sport diver training centre in the 
Exmouth area. 

Q. Dive is aN.A.U.I. facility and offers dive 
courses for beginner through to the more 
advanced diver. 

A full range of equipment, hire, sales and 
service is available from the Centre, along 
with the best advice and help available to get 
in the water with as little fuss as possible. 

Exmouth is situated on the northern end 
of the ‘Ningaloo Marine Park’ and has diving 
of quality to rival the best in Australia; 260 
kms of fringing reef, Australia’s true barrier 
reef, untouched, unspoilt and unexploited. 

Some of the best diving locations are 
directly off the beach, making the diving 
relatively inexpensive and without the 
hazards of sea sickness. 

For the more adventurous, boat dives, night 
dives and wreck dives are available on a 
regular basis. 

Q. Dive has put together several diver 
holiday packages which include budget 
airfares or bus fares with accommodation 
and diving included. 

Whether you are coming to Exmouth for 
a day or a week, drop in to Q. Dive. Bruce 
or Sue will be available to help make your 
diving holiday one to remember. 

Q. Dive Exmouth Q. Dive Exmouth 

Lot 102 Murat Rd P.O. Box 596 

Exmouth 6707 Exmouth 6707 
Ph: (099) 491 6620 








NAUI AUSTRALIA 
introduces PROJECT 
S.A.F.E.R. DIVERS 


An initiative sponsored by the National 
Association of Underwater Instructors 
(NAUI) AUSTRALIA and NEW ZEALAND has 
been made to correlate and analyse the 
most recent diving-related accident data 
available. Hans Telford, Training and Educa- 


NEWS & VIEWS 


tion Director said that ‘“NAUI members are 
concerned with the fact that the data 
necessary to show accurate safety trends for 
recreational diving is just not available. 
Certain groups and individuals talk of 
‘acceptable accident statistics’ or ‘acceptable 
risk level’ - well, if you’ve just been the victim 
of a diving-related accident, being an 
‘acceptable statistic’ is not very comforting!” 

Mr Telford further added “that the Project 
(acronym for “Statistical Analysis File of 
Emergencies for Recreational Divers”) is a 
valuable and essential exercise to take a long, 
hard look at our industry and come up with 
some practical solutions. NAUI’s goal is, and 
always has been to eliminate diving accidents 
altogether.” 

The project essentially involves the co- 
operation of the hyperbaric medicine units 
operating through the Diver Emergency Ser- 
vice (D.E.S.) network in Australia and New 
Zealand to complete comprehensive 
questionnaires requesting diving-accident 
data and canvassing their expertise and 
experience involving the treatment of cases 
as to the cause(s) of diving accidents. 


NAUI AUSTRALIA OFFERS 
A 10 POINT SUGGESTION 
PLAN TO PRESERVE 
OUR UNDERWATER 
ENVIRONMENT 


Hans Telford, Training and Education 
Director of NAUI AUSTRALIA announced 
today “In a move to educate divers and other 
water-users in the conservation of our marine 
environment, the NAUI AUSTRALIA 
Environmental Task Force has suggested the 
following 10 point preservation plan to utilise, 
ensuring that the undersea world be 
maintained for our present generation of 
divers and other water users as well as those 
of the future. Realistically, environmental 
conservation can only be achieved by 
individual concern and _ constructive 
management of the diving environment. The 
Fisheries Act (protection of fish species) and 
the Environmental Protection Act (control of 
pollution) are not sufficient to provide total 
conservation measures.” 

Mr Telford further said that “the suggested 
10 point plan will be offered to students of 
NAUI diving courses as well as being given 
to relevant government departments and 
interested groups involved in marine use and 
conservation.” The suggested plan was 
written by Hans Telford, Graham Cook, 
Meredith Cook and Glen Savage, all active 
instructors with the NAUI diving association 
based in Capalaba, Queensland. 

@ 1. Avoid careless and indiscriminate 
littering or dumping in and around water 
areas (foreshores, dive sites, fishing and 
recreational sites). Items such as plastics, 
oils, chemicals and metals have a 
devastating effect on the marine life. 
Essentially, don’t throw it - stow it! 





@ 2. Remove any litter that you see in and 
around water areas. Plastic bags, fishing 
line, bottles and cans can be easily picked 
up and disposed of, however if you are 
incapable of moving other forms of water 
pollution, contact your local, state and 
federal member immediately. Govern- 
ments are very much alerted to water 
pollution problems. 

@ 3. Avoid souveniring when diving - photo- 
graph rather than remove or destroy. Leave 
dive sites intact. 

@ 4. Avoid bumping into or excessive 
handling of the coral and reef formations. 
Many forms of coral and sessile marine life 
are extremely fragile and easily destroyed 
by careless diver movements and actions. 
Exercise good buoyancy’ control 
throughout your diving. Also, avoid 
teasing, hassling or chasing timid marine 
creatures such as turtles, rays etc - 
thoughtless actions may disturb their 
natural life cycle. 

e@ 5. Boat-users - avoid anchoring directly on 
a reef, coral reef or wreck site. Always 
anchor away from the reef drea itself. 
Moorings should be used in popularly used 
spots. 

® 6. Boat-users - respect marine mammals; 
cut motors when near whales, dolphins, 
dugong etc. 

e 7. Respect the local fishery and game regu- 
lations. Avoid over-fishing. Respect the 
preservation laws of endangered species. 
Fishery Departments and National Parks 
& Wildlife Offices can give you a great deal 
of information in this regard. Check out 
the laws prior to considering any form of 
game taking. Certain areas may even 
prohibit any form of recreational diving or 
fishing. 

@ 8. Don’t condone or passively accept the 
misactions and abuse from others of the 
marine environment. Report any abuses 
and deterioration of the environment to the 
appropriate authorities. 

@ 9. Promote or help develop marine life 
propagation schemes (artificial reefs, fish 
attracting structures etc). These are 
extremely beneficial in building up marine 
life species and restore an underwater 
ecosystem to a balanced state. 

@ 10. Gain an appreciation and understand- 
ing of the marine life and aquatic life cycles 
in order to respect and better preserve it. 
Reading books, doing courses or just 
simply diving and observing marine life are 
excellent ways of accomplishing this. 


Remember - Prevention is better than the 
cure! Protect and preserve our seas! We have 
only the one ocean on this planet for us and 
our future generations to use. 


UNDERWATER 
GEOGRAPHIC 


Our Seas - Our 
Shores - Ourselves 
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“SCUBA SPORT” 





new dimension has been added to dive 
tours in Townsville with the intro- 
duction of the city’s only scheduled 
specialised day trips for divers and snorkellers 
to the Great Barrier Reef and famous Yongala 
wreck. 

Scuba Sport, a half million dollar 14.6 metre 
fast catamaran purpose-built for the work, runs 
six days a week from the Breakwater Marina. 

It visits the Yongala wreck each Monday, 
Thursday and occasional Saturday or Sunday, 
and reefs of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 
within 50 nautical miles of Townsville, like 
Wheeler, Keeper, Lodestone, Centipede and 
Helix on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Saturdays and 
Sundays. 

Prices for reef day trips range from $75 for 
passengers only and snorkellers to $85 for 
scuba divers, with Yongala trips costing $115. 

Scuba Sport, owned and operated by Mr. 
Bob Kent, travels at 23 knots fully loaded (30 
knots light). 

Mr. Kent said the 7 am departure and 4.30 pm 
return allowed plenty of time for diving, with 
the early start also providing the best possible 
time for travel. 

“Although Scuba Sport is in survey for 49 
people for day cruises and seven for overnight, 
we try to limit numbers to about 20 scuba 
divers, up to 10 snorkellers and up to five dive 
staff as the normal maximum load for diving 
Operations,” he said. 

The crew are all fully qualified diving 
instructors or divemasters, with support from 
divemasters in training. Underwater tour 
guides are provided for various groups, as 
required. 

Mr. Kent said he and his wife Kay decided to 
establish the operation in Townsville after 
closely investigating the potential of 
Townsville, Cairns and Darwin. 

“Tourism is a very volatile industry, but 
Townsville has a broad economic base, a 
strong local dive industry and excellent reefs 
are relevative close,” he said. 

The Yongala shipwreck, off Cape Bowling 
Green near Townsville, is also regarded as 
Australia’s best wreck dive and one of the five 
best wreck dives in the world. 

He said Scuba Sport complemented the 
existing overnight and longer dive cruises 
offered by Queensland’s leading dive charter 
operator, Mike Ball Watersports, and worked in 
co-operation with that company. 
and boat crew. 

Many of the passengers are participants in 
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NEW DIVE BOAT 


BOOST 
FOR 


TOWNSVILLE 
TOURISM 


Individual bookings or group charters can 
be made for Scuba Sport by phoning (077) 21 
2112 or (077) 21 1854 or by faxing (077) 72 
1436. 

Scuba Sport specialises in day trips to the 
Yongala shipwreck and advance bookings are 
advisable. 

Further information: Bob and Kay Kent, Scuba 
Sport, P.O. Box 2023, Townsville, Australia 4810. 


Listen to 
a Lonely Sea 


! tried to explain, 

But you could not listen, 
Ensnared by jigsaws of routine, 
Hoping for answers yet unseen, 
Hurting with others in their fears, 
Shedding your private tears, 
You found no time to listen. 

My tide pulled out, 

And took you too, 

With nothing left now to do. 
Your heart recoils from within, 
A lost soul dragged eternally, 
Where crying stars dim the sky, 
And touch me as | ripple by. 
No one can ever hope to win, 
Or listen to me. 

but a child hears with naive ears, 
Through a shell crystal clear, 
My raging force and glory high, 
Above the gulls’ raspy cry, 

As crested waves kiss my shore, 
He listens eagerly for more. 


Maggie Hollingworth 


dive courses who travel aboard Scuba Sport 
with their instructors. 

“Scuba Sport adds a new dimension to the 
industry in Townsville in that it provides the 
only scheduled single day dive trips in a fast 
vessel purpose-built for this work,” Mr. Kent 
said. 

Scuba Sport was built by Atlay Cats and 
Service Pty. Ltd. on the Gold Coast to a 
specially modified Cougar Cat design includ- 
ing every possible feature a discerning day 
diver could require. 

Mr. Kent spent months of research, 
numerous trips on other dive vessels and 
consultation with some of Australia’s leading 
dive industry operators to come up with a 
precise list of parameters for the design. 

Some of the features include a large, shaded 
kitting-up area and individual tank storage and 
dive gear storage unit built into each dive deck 
seat. 

Large, easy to use exit ladders extend 1.5 
metres into the water, fresh water sinks for 
rinsing gear are built into the transom and the 
dive platform has a fresh water shower. 

Safety equipment such as ‘Mermaid’ line, 
shot lines and decompression lines with 
surface supplied regulators attached are built 
into the dive deck design. 

“In the unlikely event of an accident, oxygen 
and resuscitation equipment are also carried,” 
Mr. Kent said. 

The saloon features deeply upholstered 
lounge style seating, a fully equipped galley, 
piped music, video system and a dive equip- 
ment spare parts locker. 

The interior is tastefully decorated in subtle 
grey and blue tones, accentuating the timber 
work which is Silver Ash, giving a light, 
spacious feel to the area. 

The enclosed wheelhouse is fully equipped 
with 72 nautical mile radar, HF and VHF radios, 
auto pilot and video sounder, AM/FM radio, 
CD player and intercom system. Seating is also 
provided for 10 passengers in this area. A sun 
deck and boat deck are situated behind the 
wheelhouse. 

A 4.0 metre Avon dive tender is also stored 
there while Scuba Sport is under way, and is 
lowered into the water by a 12-volt davit when 
diving is taking place. 

Scuba Sport is powered by twin 450 hp 
Detroit diesels, which give it a speed of up to 30 
knots and provides a fast trip to the reef. 











t has finally happened, a reprieve from 

the BIG WET. With the arrival of blue 

skies, crisp Cool days and moderating 
swells, | couldn't resist the opportunity of 
unleashing my adrenalin and testing my 
well used but newly modified wet 
submarine known as the EXPLORER. 

The day chosen was perfect, fine 
weather, just being on the water was 
exciting. My father Jack and brother David 
were navigating Jack's new Seafarer 17 
and the 90 hp Johnson was motoring at 
4000 rpms while | kept a watch on the sub 
as it towed behind the boat for the first 
occasion. It was only ashort 40 minute ride 
from the launch ramp at the Georges River 
Recreation area, Revesby to the marine 
reserve at Kurnell, Botany Bay. The only 
factor that appeared was going to fail us 
was the water clarity as recent rain kept the 
river muddy. 

We anchored at the outer most southern 
tip of the bay and | geared up with the 
belief that | would only be able to test some 
new components of the sub just beneath 
the surface under the boat due to the 
restricted visibility. I'll admit to being 
disappointed at that point since it was 
months since | had been in the water. 

| boarded my 3 metre undersea craft, it 
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by John Glennan 


was good to get back to the controls and, 
after a few checks, descended to two 
metres. The melding of salt and fresh water 
at this depth caused blurred visibility. | was 
not able to accurately read my instruments 
such as depth or compass. It seemed this 
was going to be a very short dive. | decided 
to abandon the dive, however, my 
attention was drawn over the side of the 
sub. There some 6 metres below was the 
bottom, the visibility down below this 
murky fresh water layer was excellent. So 
without delay | continued my powered 
descent to level out at 6 metres. | was 
ripping apart inside with excitement! 
Whilst on my descent | could see quite 
plainly how distinct the cut of point was for 
this murky layer of silt. 

| continued a level flight of 2 metres 
above the rugged underwater terrain 
which consisted of large rocky outcrops 
covered in kelp that submitted to the 
incoming current and deep gutters sloping 
down to a flat sand bottom at 10 metres, all 
of this bursting with colour and life. The 
wet submarine was functioning to manu- 
facturers expectations, my breathing was 
regular and relaxed with my air con- 
sumption down to the minimum though 
there was a one and a half knot current 
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running into the bay. | 
underwater luxury! 

The diversity of marine life was more 
prevelant and larger in size than | had 
witnessed in the area on previous dives. 
The fishermen must have been kept at 
home by the Big Wet. Leather Jackets, Old 
Wives, Yellow Tail and Groper all went 
about their tasks not noticing or maybe 
ignoring the sub’s presence. It was a very 
private and relaxed world that | was 
visiting with these marine creatures as 
hosts and all this world was concealed 
beneath 2 metres of murky silty fresh 
water. 

As | surfaced in the submarine | could 
not contain my excitement for as all divers 
know it makes more sense to laugh at the 
surface than lose a regulator on the 
bottom. Jack and David found all this 
excitement a bit much, exclaiming that it 
would have been impossible to see down 
there. This confirms my belief that scuba 
diving of any sort or in any spot can not 
only satisfy your senses and provide 
adventure, but also reward your 
imagination. 


had pure 
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.. +10 Million Can. 
What is Project A.W.A.R.E? 


The Professional Association of Diving 
Instructors (PADI) is the world’s largest 
recreational diving and retailing organisation 
— nearly ten million new divers will expe- 
rience the underwater world through PADI 
training in the 90s. We have a responsibility 
to preserve the aquatic environment. Project 
A.W.A.R.E. (Aquatic World Awareness, 
Responsibility and Education) is our 10-year 
plan to accomplish this. 


Education 

Education is PADI’s field of expertise, and 
it is the most important aspect of Project 
A.W.A.R.E. Through our publications, new 
training materials, advertising, publicity and 
presence at trade and consumer dive shows, 
we will stress the diver’s role in preserving 
the environment. We hope that Project 
A.W.A.R.E. will be a rallying point for our 
more than 28,000 members and 1,400 Dive 
Centres worldwide, who will instil in their 
students and customers good environmental 
sense along with safe diving practices. We 
want PADI divers to be welcome guests 
wherever they venture. 


Communication 

PADI’s network of diving and marine 
professionals is international and extensive. 
We've created an environmental Advisory 
Committee comprised of leaders in the 
marine sciences and environmentalism to 
help guide our efforts. We're also actively 
encouraging other environmental organisa- 
tions to use our network and communica- 
tions to reach divers and diving professionals 
worldwide. PADI can provide a link to 
millions of divers, who by their very nature 
are concerned about the environment. We 
will survey our members on an ongoing basis 
to explore the issues that are most significant 
to them and act accordingly on their behalf 
— whether it be through education, legisla- 
tive efforts or taking a corporate stance. 


Action 

We continually monitor legislation regard- 
ing diver safety, divers’ rights and its 
members’ interests, and try to respond 
quickly when needed with effective lobbying 
at all levels of government. PADI will also 
serve this “watch-dog” role on environmental 
legislation, particularly those issues that 
directly affect divers. At the grassroots level, 
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PADI will inform its members of important 
legislation and activities regarding aquatic 
resources so that they may take action as 
they see fit. In terms of “hands-on” partic- 
ipation, PADI is working to organise its global 
membership to participate in an annual 
worldwide shoreline clean-up. Other such 
activities will develop as the program 
matures. 


Commitment 

This brochure was printed on recycled 
paper. January 1990, PADI Headquarters 
switched to recycled and biodegradable 
products in nearly all its operations. This 
includes using shredded paper instead of 
bubble wrap in shipping, printing as many 
of our brochures, flyers and stationary as 
possible on recycled paper, and even ban- 
ishing plastic cups from our employees’ 
lunchrooms. We encourage other recrea- 
tional diving businesses to follow this 
example, and will be happy to supply infor- 
mation on the sources of such materials upon 
request to interested companies. 


For the Rest of This Century 

It’s fitting that Project A.W.A.R.E. occupy 
the last decade of the 20th Century so that 
the 21st Century might mark a new begin- 
ning. Recent popular interest in environmen- 
tal issues has PADI optimistic that divers can 
make a difference. PADI is not trying to clean 
up the world. We’re not big enough for that. 
But we are dropping pebbles into the water 
and letting the ripples spread. With Aware- 
ness, Responsibility and Education, hope- 
fully this can add up to a tidal wave of action. 


pAolemente mam nels 


the whales 


PAD! INTRODUCES UNDERWATER 
PHOTOGRAPHY: CAMERA 
BASICS AND EQUIPMENT CAR 


PADI debuts its new underwater photo- 
graphy series with the introduction of 
Underwater Photography: Camera Basics 
and Equipment Care, a guide on the care and 
use of the popular Nikonos V camera. Written 
by renowned underwater photographer Geri 
Murphy, Underwater Photography: Camera 
Basics and Equipment Care advises begin- 
ning and experienced photographers on 
what they need to know to maintain and 
operate the Nikonos V. Geri Murphy includes 
important discussions on assembling a photo 
tool kit, travelling with camera, film selection, 
equipment assembly and first aid for a 
flooded camera. 

The first book in the new PADI Underwater 
Photography Series, Underwater Photo- 
graphy: Camera Basics and Equipment Care 
is appropriate for self study or use in an 
underwater photography course. Under- 
water Photography: Camera Basics and 
Equipment Care is available at your local 
PADI Dive Centre. Check your Yellow Pages. 








SEE THESE FISH 


See these fish, 

they make me smile. 

Let’s give them two new experiences — 
the feeling of capture and release. 

See this cow fish, 

its quivering fins no match for my clasp 

I hold it gently but I hold it. 

On its release the bright yellow tail so fast 
in its slow departure 

I am greedy for this visual feast. 


See this sea horse, 

it is frightened 

I am frightening it 

I am holding it firmly 

Having a good look at its terrified eyes 
I am greedy for the sea horse 

I let it go. 

It swims frantically away 

I know I won't hurt it, 

but didn’t I hold it, firmly 

and stare into its mysterfied eyes? 

It had no capacity to understand 

I shouldn't hold it 

But [ must 

I am greedy — never satisfied with my feast. 


Maureen Bryan, Lorrain McShane 


THE DOLPHIN 
CONFERENCE 


Weep an emotional ocean 
O wise unlearned one! 


And the current of your godsent tears 

Will carry us with you 

Through the deeper fears 

And we will glimpse the kin of our 
creation 

That you will show us are there 

And we will swim and swirl 

And be as one 


And we will breach from the water 
With our tears 

And the tears of the ocean 
Streaming about us 


And we will never again 
Be able to conceive of 
Dolphins in the dry. 


We can write and research 

We can talk and teach 

But without the tears 

We will never reach down 

To the watery soul of a dolphin. 


Weep an emotional ocean 
O wise unlearned one! 


You will not be weeping alone, 
The world will weep with you 
And the dolphins will thrive 
And mankind will revive 

In an emotional ocean of peace. 


Maxi Grace, 
August, 1988. 











‘he new decade holds the promise of new 

technology to take mankind deep into the 

4% oceans for longer and uncover objects lost 
or animals never dreamed of. 


The best way to preview that future of diving 
is to go to Scuba Expo '90 in Sydney July 19- 
22 and attend the Underwater Congress and Film 
Festival. 


While the 1980s saw science fiction feats such 
as finding of the Titanic at a depth of almost four 
kilometres, what will the 1990s bring? 


Scuba Expo ‘90 will explore the very deepest 
oceans, bring to life bizarre creatures and 
participate in the hunt for one of the world’s richest 
underwater treasures. 


Speakers at the Underwater Congress and Film 
Festival include Dr David Gallo of the Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institution, the research 
foundation whose technology found the Titanic. 


“In terms of understanding the earth, three- 
quarters of the planet is covered by ocean,” says 
Dr Gallo. “Up until this date we have seen less 
than one-tenth of one per cent of the deep sea. 
So we don't really know what exists there. We 
are still in the exploratory stage of the deep sea 
- the Captain Cook phase.” 


“Every time we go out on an expedition we 
find something new. In my own personal case 
we have found shipwrecks but we have also found 
mountain ranges that have never been seen 
before.” 


Dr Gallo will speak and use slides and film to 
paint a picture of the oceans - which he calls 
the earth's lungs - and what technology will bring 
to the deep diver of the future. 


He'll describe how you could pilot a deep sea 
probe from your armchair at home with a pair 
of headphones, a joystick and a video monitor. 


Jacquie Morris, Scuba Expo Manager, says the 
Underwater Congress and Film Festival section 
of Scuba Expo ’90 will for the first time be a 
travelling show. 


(Jacquie is the full time manager for the Scuba 
Expo and is the executive manager of the expo 
organising body, the Diving Industry and Travel 
Association.) 


“We're taking the show on the road, running 
the congress and film featival for one night in 
every state capital,” she says. 


Dr Gallo and two other top international 
speakers and their film/slide shows will visit Perth, 
Adelaide, Hobart, Melbourne and Brisbane before 
linking with the main Scuba Expo '90 in Sydney. 


“We thought it would be a great idea to give 
everyone a chance to see these speakers and 
films” Jacquie Morris says. “You'd have to agree 
this makes it a truly national Congress and 
(Underwater Film Festival. 


“The speakers are top class, a mixture of 
international flavour without forgetting our own 
home grown experts. We were particularly pleased 
to get Dr David Gallo to agree to travel round 
Australia. We expect great interest in what he has 
to say and show on the screen given the 
excitement caused by the finding of the Titanic.” 


South Australian underwater explorer John 
Bent will tell how he and his dive store partner 
Paul Lunn found a sunken Spanish treasure 
galleon which could be worth hundreds of millions 
of dollars. 


They have won access to the shipwreck, the 
Nuestra Senora Del Pilar, off Guam in Micronesia, 
after years in the courts. 





Judith McDonald from Scuba Warehouse, David Gallo and Malcolm McGuire, publisher 
of Scuba Diver magazine. Michael Buesnell from Atlantis Divers, Palm Beach together 
with Jacquie Morris, Executive Manager of DITAA and Scuba Expo Manager. 


The ship was carrying 1.5 million silver coins, 
now valued at $200 each, and an unknown amount 
of gold coins and bullion. 


John Bent, who recently returned to Guam to 
arrange the archaelogical survey necessary before 
excavation can begin, will give an exclusive run 
down on the prospects of this historic treasure 
ship. 


“This talk is expected to be a real eye opener 
because John Bent and Paul Lunn have had, until 
now, been very close to the chest about the 
shipwreck because of the legal challenges to their 
rights,” says Jacquie Morris. 


Reg Lipson, who runs a successful program 
on natural history for divers, and is one of 
Australia’s best known diving personalities, will 
given an entertaining presentation on the strange 
habits of marine life. 


A diver since 1959, he has spent long hours 
underwater recording what he sees with slate and 
camera - amassing a collection of thousands of 
colour slides. 


“He brings alive the seemingly mundane with 
his tales of the relationships between the species,” 
says Jacquie Morris. “He’s a much loved regular 
participant in the annual Scuba Expo.” 


The three speakers will be complemented by 
the latest work from Emmy award winning 
underwater cinematographer Stan Waterman. 


He got his first Emmy in 1982 for a segment 
on hammerhead sharks and manta rays. This time 
Australian audiences will see “The Cayman 
Experience,’ a documentary on the finest diving 
in the Cayman Islands. 


“This is the superb quality film making you 
expect from an internationally acclaimed 
cinematographer like Stan Waterman,” says 
Jacquie Morris. “People will be talking about it 
for weeks.” 


On top of the Underwater Congress and Film 
Festival, the diving industry is putting together the 
largest display of underwater equipment in 
Australia at the Scuba Expo '90 at the RAS. 
Showgrounds in Sydney. 


Hundreds of experts have been involved in 
making the Scuba Expo '90 something special 
to mark the start of the last decade of the century. 


On display will be the latest innovations in 


technology and, for the first time, there will be 
swimming pools where diving events will be held 
- such as an underwater chess tournament. 


Among the equipment this year will be dive 
boats and four wheel drive vehicles to get your 
vessel to the water. 


David Balsom, the president of the Diving 
Industry and Travel Association, says Scuba Expo 
’90 is a unique opportunity for the diving industry, 
the diver and the public in general to be together 
for the largest and best organised dive exhibition 
and conference ever held in Australia. 


“Scuba Expo '90 will be an adventure for the 
diver and a window to a new universe for the 
aspiring diver and armchair traveller,” he says. 


“If you don’t do anything else in 1990, go to 
Scuba Expo '90.” 


Perth - Mon. 16th July 1990 - Cygnet Cinema, 16 Preston Como, 
Perth WA 7.30pm - 11.30pm 

Adelaide - Tues. 17th July 1990 - The Adelaide Convention 
Centre, North Tce, Adelaide SA 7.30pm - 11.30pm 

Hobart - Wed. 18th July 1990 - The Southem Teachers Centre, 
2 Edwards St, Glebe Hobart Tas. 6.30pm - 10.30pm 

Melboume - Thurs. 19th July 1990 - Blackwood Hall, Monash 
University, Wellington Rd, Clayton Melboume Vic. 7.30pm - 11.30pm 
Brisbane - Fri. 20th July 1990 - Mayfair Crest International Hotel, 
King George Square, Brisbane Qid. 7.30pm - 11.30pm 

Sydney - Sat. 21st July 1990 - Science Theatre University of 
NSW, PO Box 1, Kensington, Sydney NSW 7.30pm - 11.30pm 
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PRO DIVE TWEED HEADS 


NEW DIVE SHOP ON THE RISE! 


v Nhousands of people holiday on the Gold 
Coast every week whether from overseas 
or from around Australia to enjoy what 

the tourist capital has to offer. It might be stepping 

out into the fast moving night club scene or 


relaxing on the famous white sandy beaches that 
run the entire length of the tourist strip. 


There are however only the fortunate few who 
get to see the other half of the Gold Coast and 
that is underwater where there is as much to offer 
as there is on the surface. 


Just minutes south of Surfers Paradise is the 
Queensland-NSW border and this is where the 
best diving takes place. 


Coolangatta - Tweed Heads is the centre of 
a very active diving community and for years 
divers have been exploring the miles of reef that 
extends out to sea behind the breakers. These areas 
include larva formed bommies and caves along 
with 100 year old wrecked steam ships and the 
peaceful tranquility of Cook Island. 


The location has a large variety of both northern 
tropical fish and corals along with the southern 
temperate sea life. All of this can be found in 
one area due to both the warm ocean current that 


runs down off the barrier reef and the relation 
to the southern latitude of Tweed Heads. 


Most of these dive sites which lay a short 
distance off the coast however are really only 
accessible by boat. Bookings usually need to be 
made to secure a spot on a boat through the local 
dive shop PRO DIVE TWEED which runs two 
fully surveyed vessels out to the reefs daily. 


These boats include an 8 metre Cougar Cat with 
all the latest comfort and equipment including 
a colour sounder so you can see exactly what your 
diving onto. The other vessel is a 7.8 metre 
aluminium central consol set up especially for the 
divers needs and can be trailered to the best 
location if needed. 


Both boats are skippered by two very 
experienced divemasters who have dived the area 
for up to 15 years taking you to the best location 
on the day which at most is only 25 minutes from 
the shop. 


PRO DIVE TWEED has been the only shop 
established in the Tweed/Coolangatta area for 
around 15 years, formerly trading as The Tweed 
Dive Shop and just last year joining the network 
of 20 strong Pro Dive stores throughout Australia. 


Being only five minutes drive from the 
Coolangatta Airport and less than an hour and 
a halfs drive from Brisbane, lends itself to being 
the ideal dive holiday or weekend retreat. 


Accommodation runs from luxury resort 
apartments to well kept camping areas and one 
room self-contained units, all reasonably priced 
and able to be arranged through the Pro Dive 
shop. 


The area is in fact well supported by Pro Dive 
which is a professional facility providing a large 
range of the latest hire and retail equipment, 
backed up by qualified equipment service 
technicians. The club room facilities are open to 
all visitors who wish to take in a dive video while 
waiting for tanks to fill or have a hot shower and 
coffee after returning from a dive. 


PRO DIVE TWEED reports on local dive 
conditions regularly through Ken Brown’s 
Coastwatch on Channel 7, 4KQ and the Court 
Mail or the local Gold Coast Bulletin on Fridays. 
Live reports can be heard on the Gold Coast’s 
FM radio station 90.9 Sea FM by the Divemasters 
direct from the dive boats. 


Pro Dive Tweed Heads, Shop 1, 133 Wharf Street, 
Tweed Heads, NSW 2458. Ph: (075) 36 9622 
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underwater environment 


10,000,000 Australians have a right to know why our seas and our 
shores are so important to their future 
As underwater educators, we should all endeavour to encourage 
others to share in the knowledge of the fascinating world beneath 


the waves. 


Neville Coleman’s Underwater Geographic, the diver’s journal, is the 
only journal of its kind with a philosophy committed to 


Saving by sharing. 


“EDUCATION IS THE KEY TO THE FUTURE” 
Turn some pages - Become more environmentally aware! 
Join the world’s leading underwater author. 

Learn by concern, the business of knowing. 


The new look Underwater Geographic and Neville Coleman’s books can 
now be ordered directly from Neville Coleman (07) 341 8931 or from any 
Underwater Geographic Book Mobile sales outlet or dive shop. 


THE DIVER’S JOURNAL 


‘GEOGRAPHIC 


‘‘The nature of underwater is your business!’’ 
We must fight! for its preservation 
10,000,000 Australians have never been inside the ocean 
10,000,000 Australians have little understanding of the 






















NEVILLE COLEMAN PO BOX 702 SPRINGWOOD QLD 4127 FAX: (07) 341 8148 


PHONE (07) 341 8931 












SEA & SEA. . . FOR FREE! 


BUDGET PRICED 


; Sea & Sea Motor Marine II 
Free weekend Underwater Photography Workshop with Neville Coleman 
Free set of Neville Coleman books. 
Rules: Write not less than 200 legible words on why you'd like a free Seo and Sea Motor Marine 


ll and send it to “Seo and Sea for Free Competition”, PO Box 702, Springwood, Qid. 4127. No 
entries will be judged after Oct. 28th, 1990. 


[ Add $5.00 to Subscription (e.g. $30.00, (A$35.00 O/seas) for Post/Pack of FREE! “2nd 
(International Dolphin & Whale Conference” Dolphin poster 20” x 30”. (Retail price $15.00) 
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MORETON BAY 
RESOURCE KIT 


he Australian Littoral Society is a national organisation of Australians who care about life in our rivers, 
coastal waters and coral reefs. One of the most important roles of the Society is to provide information 
to help people better understand the conservation problems affecting aquatic life. 


The Moreton Bay Resource Kit has been developed to provide resource material about Moreton Bay and 
its islands for teachers, students and the interested public. Teaching units based on the Kit are in preparation. 


A set of 24 slides with brief notes has also been prepared. The slides include aerial, landscape and underwater 
photographs showing various features and human use of Moreton Bay. 


CONTENTS 
Maps: 


- Northern Moreton Bay 
- Southern Moreton Bay 
- Sunmap Boating and Fishing Guide to Moreton Bay 


Leaflets: 
— Introduction to Moreton Bay 
— Islands of Moreton Bay 
— Rocky shores and sandy beaches 
- Mangrove communities 
— Seagrass and intertidal flats 
- Freshwater environments 
— Birds of Moreton Bay 
— Vertebrates of Moreton Bay 
— Conservation and management of Moreton Bay 
- Useful lists 
Additional published brochures 


The preparation and publication of the Kit has been partially funded by the Australian Bicentennial Authority. 


COST: Moreton Bay Resource Kit - $25 plus $2.50 to cover postage, etc. UNDERWATER 
Slide set (packaged separately) - $30 plus $2.50 postage. GEOGRAPHIC 


COMMUNITY 
SERVICE 





Please forward . . . copies of The Moreton Bay Resource Kit at $25 each. 
... sets of Moreton Bay Slide Set at $30 each 


Payment enclosed: $ ................0... Underwater Geographic 


$ __-—s for postage (10% of order) 

$ _________. TOTAL (Cheques payable to Aust. Littoral Society). 
DNB pte 98k occettyealndien a 0detn ERA RIRRIEM soe tse tol uel AB vis RR haesccasc igh aa ON ROMOTR ono ORME aetna ae soitctniarinedies ate deAMBie Ceek 
TRUM SD cos pteeccctaacae sats yng ome sat eiro bts ea eat sateen ica apstcs Pacino eae acct <osoa etb A paecatecterea-sasven a Sfuta etete Hesiniacmcidas sedenscibenaisa 
sas RE tts Mg tle santas ctredeeereteeate nese iene PGOOUCO GE? 2s cect dyhasianesascdincninvecinedede pnadanveenbnsedieveayuniaciabadivindivess 


Return to Aust. Littoral Society, P.O. Box 49, Moorooka, Q, 4105 





FOR ALL WHOLESALE ORDERS 


LISTINGS OF ALL ENVIRONMENTALLY CONCERNED SALES OUTLETS SELLING UNDERWATER 

GEOGRAPHIC AND NEVILLE COLEMAN BOOKS. KEEP DIVERS DIVING! .. . SELL UNDERWATER! 

ees Sete ee Ss Contact: NEVILLE COLEMAN, P.O. BOX 702 SPRINGWOOD 4127 
i UNDERWATER + 4 Z GEOGRAPHIC PH. (07) 341 8931 FAX: (07) 341 8148 





QUEENSLAND 


ADVENTURE SPORTS 
49 Paces St, Woolloongabba 4102 
(07) 391 3766 


ANGLO DIVING SERVICES 
Shop 3, 47A Takalvan St, Bundaberg 4670 
(071) 71 6422 

AUS DIVE 

134 Sheridan St, Cairns 4870 (07) 51 4746 
BARNES REEF OIVING SERVICES 
153 viene re Mackay Qld 4740 

(079) 46 620 

BLUE HORIZON DIVERS 

29 Lake Street, Cairns, Qld 4847 

(070) 31 3805 
BRISBANE DIVE SYSTE 
536 Rode Rd, Chermside 4032 MS 359 3925 
BRISBANE, SCUBA SCHOOL 

eign ve Plains 

‘Ory 34 9FP38 “a7 349 6340 
BUNDABERG DIVE ‘CENTRE 

4B Targo St, Bundaberg 4670 

(071) 72 6707 FAUI Training Facility 
DIVE BOATIQUE 
Shop 1 Noosa Mode Sunshine Beach Rd 
Noosa Junction 4567 (071) 47 4300 
DOLPHIN DIVE CENTRE 

808 Ann St, Fortitude Valley Q. 4006 

07) 252 3159 

he Dolphin Dive Centre is a PADI Teaning | acl 
offering diver education, day, wee and 
overseas travel, equipment sales, Pena, ane 


PTY NORTH QLD REEF CRUISES 
1 
ith 34 0, ey Wharf Cairns, Qld 4807 


HERON ISLAND DIVE SHOP 
eron Is|... . via Gladstone 4680 
(o7) 268 8222 ( Bookings) 


LITTLE AUSSIE DIVE SHOP 
apo a Arcade, Ungerer St, 
be a arg 079) 57 20 
pen He ‘dive courses. 
Extended er ‘one Hae i ouer Barrier 
Reef. NAUI and PAt | cours 


NAUTILUS SCUBA GENTRE 
(07) cary Sas 


MORETO} | ACADEMY OF DIVING 
Shop 9/65 n Rd 
Bracken Ridge 4017 (07) 261 4301 


PRO-DIVE BRISBANE 
Cnr Milton & Baroona Rds 
Milton 4064 (07) 368 3766 


alte DIVE TOWNSVILLE 
oe eg oeuaos Townsville Q. 
33106 (077) 21 


PRO-DIVE WHITSUN 

303 ea: Harbour Rd, IND. eaewd) 4802 
(079) 46 6508 

PRO-DIVING SERVICES | 

Marlin Jetty Wharf, Main St, Cairns 4870 
(070) 51 9915 

SCUBA DOO DIVE & SPORTS 

22 Herbert St. Bowen 4805 (077) 86 2344 


SEA DIVE 
Bree 3 Redland Bay Rd, Capalaba 
Brisbane 4157 (07) 245 1005 


THE DIVE SITE 
Shop fepe Rapewicn Rd, Annerley 4013 
(07) 848 


NEW SOUTH WALES 


ACTION DIVERS 

410 Maitland Rd, Mayfield West 2304 
(049) 67 6122, 67 6435 Air, Dive Travel, 
Equipment Hire, Service and Repair. Your 
Key to the Coasi. 

ACTION DIVERS 


430 Pacific Hwy, Belmont 2280 
(049) 45 3676 


AQUATIQUE 
88 Worrigee St, Nowra 2541 (044) 21 8159 


BLUE WATERS DIVERS 

Fisherman’s Wharf, Forster 2428 (065) 54 7478 
BYRON BAY DIVE CENTRE 

9 Lawson St, Byron Bay 2481 (066) 85 7149 
CHARLIE BIRD’S SCHOOL OF 
SCUBA DIVING 

4 Kuppa Ave, Malua Bay 2536. (044) 71 1858 
DEEP SIX DIVING 

3 Big Sydney Locations. Largest selection of diving 
equipment. PADI 5 Star training facilities. 

West Ryde (02) 858 4299 

Nth Parramatta (02) 630 7422 

Chatswood Village (02) 411 1833 

DIVE 2000 

2 Military Rd, Neutral Bay 2078 (02) 953 7783 


FATHOM DIVING 

174 Sydney Rad, Fairlight 2094 (02) 94 7221 
FROG DIVING 

539 Willoughby Rd, Willoughby, NSW 
2068 (02) 958 5699 

NAUI pro facility, instruction, equipment 
sales, service, air, local dives, club, 
overseas trips, charter. 

FROG DIVE SERVICES 

Shop 1/20 Castlereagh St, Penrith 2750 
(047) 32 3511 

FROG DIVE SERVICES 

479 Anzac Pde, Kingsford, 2032 

(02) 349 6333 

FROG DIVE SERVICES 

7A Miller St, Merrylands 2160 

(02) 637 2144 

G. & F. CYLINDER TESTING 

PO Box 783, Ballina 2478 

HYDRA DIVE CENTRE 

Shop 7, Alice St, Merimbula 2548 (064) 95 1928 
JERVIS BAY SEASPORTS 

47 Owen St, Huskisson 2540 (044) 41 5012 
MIRANDA DIVE 

7 Beach Park Ave, Cronulla 2230 (02) 527 1518 


NORAH HEAD DIVE 


15 Mitchell Ave, Norah Head 2263 (043) 96 365: 


OCEAN DIVERS 

87 Beaumont St, Hamilton 2303 (049) 69 6196 
PRO-DIVE CAMPBELLTOWN 

Shop 1 Dumaresq St, Campbelltown NSW 
2560 (046) 27 2351 

PRO-DIVE COOGEE 

27 Alfreda St, Coogee, NSW 2034 (02) 665 6333 
PRO-DIVE CENTRAL COAST 

411 The Entrance Rd, Long Jetty NSW 2261 
(043) 34 1559 

PRO-DIVE DRUMMOYNE 

227 Victoria Rd, Drummoyne 2047 (02) 819 7639 
PRO-DIVE HORNSBY 

357 Pacific Hwy, Asquith, NSW 2077 

(02) 477 6764 

PRO-DIVE JERVIS BAY 

74 Owen St., Huskisson, NSW 2540 

(044) 41 5255 

PRO-DIVE MANLY 

17 Belgrave St, Manly, NSW 2095 (02) 977 4355 
PRO-DIVE MID-CITY 

478 George St, Sydney NSW 2000 (02) 264 6177 
PRO-DIVE NELSON BAY 

Black Marlin Marina, Nelson Bay NSW 2315 
(049) 81 4331 

SCUBA WAREHOUSE 

Shop 1 Paramall Parramatta 2150 (02) 689 1389 
THE DIVE CENTRE 

38 The Kingsway, Cronulla NSW 2230 
(02) 523 7222 

SUN DIVE DIVE CENTRE 

Cnr Lawson & Fletcher Sts 

Byron Bay, N.S.W. 2481 

(066) 857 755 


A.C.T. 


PRO-DIVE CANBERRA 
9 Lonsdale St, Braddon, ACT 2601 
(062) 47 4911 


SCUBA STORE 
He 2, Churches Centre, Belconnen 








VICTORIA 





A.B. OCEAN DIVERS 
34 Station St, Moorabbin 3189 

(03) 555 9128 
120 Thomas St, Dandenong 3175 (03) 
794 8136 
57 Waverley Rd, East Malvern 3145 
) 211 6215 . 

37 East Boundary Rd, East Bentleigh 
3165 (03) 579 2851 
Specialists in diver training: Basic - Ins. 
Boat charters to Melbourne's Submarines 
and Other World Class Dive Spots in our 
Kayfa 28 Dive Boat. Victoria's largest 
range of diving equipment, hire 
equipment, servicing, testing and air. 


GEELONG DIVE CENTRE 
eee Rd, Geelong East 3129 (052) 
21 334 


GIPPSLAND DIVE & SKI 
a4 jhe Eaplandae Paynesville 3880 (051) 
5 


IN DEPTH DIVE SHOP 
580 Victoria St, Nth Melbourne 3051 
(03) 328 3217 


SOUTHERN CROSS DIVERS 
1368 Toorak Rd, Burwood (03) 299 1111 
A.H. (03) 2339841. 


WESTERN DIVING SERVICES 
227 Nelson Place, Williamstown 3016 (03) 
397 6045 


WESTERN DIVING SERVICES 
559 Mt Alexander Rd, Moonee Ponds 
3039 (03) 370 9258 





TASMANIA 


BICHENO DIVING CENTRE 
Bicheno 7215. (003) 75 1138 


DIVERSIFIED DIVING SERVICES 
139 Main Rd, Sorell Tas 7172 


(002) 65 1148 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


ADELAIDE SKIN DIVING CENTRE 
7 Compton St, Adelaide 5000 (08) 

51 6144, 51 2140 

DIVERS INTERNATIONAL 


510 Goodwood Rd, Daw Park 5041 
(08) 271 7065. 


GENELG MARINE 
Patawalonga Frontage, Nth Glenelg 5045 
(08) 294 7744 5 Star PADI facility 





WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


AUSTRALASIAN DIVING CENTRE 
259 Stirling Hwy, Claremont 6010 (09) 


384 3552 
FAUI/PADI instruction, equipment sales, 
service, gear hire, air, local dives, charter. 





DIVERS EMPORIUM 
33 Canning Hwy, East Fremantle 6158 
(09) 339 5344 


KARRATHA DIVE 

P.O. Box 496, Karratha 6714. (091) 
85 1957 

SEA HOUSE 

316 Charles St, Nth Perth 

W.A. 6006 (09) 227 6966 


PERTH DIVING ACADEMY 

281 Wanneroo Rd, Nolamara 6061 (09) 
344 1562 

527 9211 


Q DIVE EXMOUTH 
P.O. Box 596 Exmouth W.A. 6707 
(099) 49 1662 Bruce Barlow 


SORRENTO QUAY DIVESHOP 
Shops 5 & 6, Sorrento Quay, 
Hillary’s Marina, Sorrento, WA. (09) 448 6343 


NORTHERN TERRITORY 


FANNIE BAY DIVE SHOP 
9/2 Fannie Bay Place, Fannie Bay, Darwin 
5790 (089) 81 3049 





OVERSEAS 


MELANESIAN DIVE CENTRE 
P.O. Box 336, Madang, P.N.G. 


TROPICAL DIVING ADVENTURES 
P.O. Box 1644, Boroko, P.N.G. 

NAUI INSTRUCTION equipment, sales, 
service, gear hire, air dive charter, 
extended dive holidays 


NORFOLK DIVING 
P.O. Box 454, Taylors Rd 
Norfolk Island 2899 (672) 32618 


a ee Se a cre 
AQUA PHOTO DIVE EXPEDITIONS 


TO GREAT BARRIER REEF 
PO BOX 225 EAST BRISBANE 4169 
PHONE: 018 72 1005 


ATLANTIS DIVERS 
Barrenjoey Boat Shed, Governor Phillip 
Park, Palm Beach 2108 (02) 919 4261 


PRO-DIVE Md cg HEADS 
Shop 1, 133 Wharf S 
Tweed Heads 2485 (075) 36 9622 


WOODFREE PAPER SAVES TREES 





Letters — Letters — Letters — Letters 


BECOME A DIVER 


Litchen in Issue 22 entitled “Why So 
Many Dropouts?” 

| agree wholeheartedly with John’s views. 
His observation that the real diving 
envionment has little in common with that 
which the trainee experiences during the 
training sessions is, | believe accurate. 

| came into sport diving as a complete 
novice in 1975, never having had any spear 
fishing or snorkelling experience. | did my 
training in the relative comfort and safety of 
a heated swimming pool. Although |! 
received my certification, an F.A.U.I. “C” 
Card, | believe | was not prepared mentally 
for the actual rigours of open water diving. 
My first encounter with an open water 
shore dive left me exhausted at the 
waterline without even completing the dive. 
My “buddy” on the day was a senior diver 
who was unaware that | was a novice! He 
suggested that | enter the water and wait, 
because he had not finished gearing up. So 
off | went, penguin fashion (fins already 
on). Now it must be almost impossible to 
walk head first into surf wearing fins, 
however | was at this point grossly unaware 
of this very salient point. | persevered, time 
after time | was knocked over by the waves, 
! struggled to my feet only to be knocked 
down again. | don't remember actually how 
many times this happened, all | remember 
is as | lay exhausted at the waters edge, 
having a tiny nagging doubt that perhaps 
there was a point or two that the diving 
course had not covered. 

| learned something that day as | have 
learned virtually on every dive since. My 
early excursions into the ocean were 
tentative, exhilarating, frightening, 
awesome, wonderous. The _ spectacle 
magnificent (sometimes invisible — bad 
viz). Over the years since | have had 
magical moments underwater. | have been 
frightened to death, chilled, thrilled, had 
contact with creatures primitive, basic and 
creatures with, I'm sure as much, if not 
much more, intelligence than us humans. 
The ocean has given me much more than 
she has ever asked from me. 

| don’t dive every second Sunday (or at 
least attempted to) any more. My lifestyle 
has changed. 

At first we were like new friends the 
ocean and |. We spent a lot of time together. 
Now we are like old friends. | don’t have the 
time | used too. Our relationship has 
changed. | know her better. | respect 
(deeply) her moods, her power. She calls to 
me now two or three times a year and | dust 
off my gear, ring up an old buddy and off we 
go. It's a much more relaxed affair now. 

If you've done a diving course recently 
and are having doubts about continuing, 
persevere, but remember to treat the ocean 
with the utmost respect. Be careful, don't 
dive if its against your better judgment. If 
you're not completely comfortable, forget 
it, go home, come back another day. Get 
information from experienced divers. Don’t 


| have just re-read an article by John 
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get too tied up with the technicalities of 
diving, the subcutaneous emphysemas and 
the dysbaric necroses. Find out as much as 
you can about the craft of diving. The effect 
the wind, the waves, the currents, the tides 
have on diving. How to navigate 
underwater. Points of entry and exit on 
shore dives. 

If you do persevere with diving I'mcertain 
that it will be to your ultimate benefit, not 
only will you have some memorable 
adventures, you will become a different 
person through your experiences with the 
ocean. You will, | assure you, experience a 
range of emotions that you are probably 
unaware lurk inside you, and if you 
persevere long enough you will become a 
lifelong friend with a deep respect for the 
ocean and most of the things that dwell in it. 

Referring back to John Litchen’s article 
in Issue 22 “Why So Many Dropouts,” he 
Suggests, and !| again agree with him, that 
people with a background of snorkelling or 
spear fishing seldom drop out of diving. 
May | suggest if you are contemplating a 
scuba course and have not dived before, 
obtain some snorkelling gear and go and 
check out the nearest available reef or 
beach. This way you may Save yourself the 
time and expense of a diving course and its 
related paraphernalia if you find it’s not 
your cup of tea. 

However | hope you find that you are at 
the gateway of a very exciting 
adventureland and proceed with added 
haste to do a dive course. 

Bon adventure. 

R. Boyce, 
4/4 Woods Avenue 
Mordialloc 3195 


APOLOGY 


? 


> 


| would like to apologise to any persons 
inconvenienced by any inconsistency in our Subscrip- 
tion or Dive Shop supply department to maintain 
accurate, up to date marketing information. 

Any misunderstandings will be rectified and records 
amended as of U/W/G 29. 


UNCLAIMED MONEYS, etc. 

We have on file dozens of cheques, letters, M/S which 
have been returned by post due to unknown address 
etc. If there is anybody who has not received payments 
or materials please write and let us know. 

Address for John Batty of Cairns? would be 
appreciated if anybody knows his whereabouts. 


5 CODY Any oO) Oi Bee ie 0 
EKARTHLINGS! 


PROTECT FLINDERS 
REEF 


PO Box 102 
East Brisbane 
Qld 4169 
31 October 1989 
The Editor 
Underwater Geographic 
PO Box 702 
Springwood, Qid 4127 


ATTENTION: Mr NEVILLE COLEMAN 
Dear Neville 


Re: FLINDERS REEF, MORETON 
BAY, QUEENSLAND 


Having dived numerous times on 
and around Heron Island which carries 
National Park and Marine Park status, 
| can’t help but compare the diving on 
Flinders Reef (northern end of 
Moreton Island, Queensland). On 
Flinders Reef | have seen one boat's 
heavy metal anchor and chain crash 
through the coral gardens as many as 
four times in one day; multiply this by 
aS many as a dozen boats on a hot 
summer's day. | have seen live shells 
and hermit crabs taken aboard; | have 
seen unlimited crayfish caught and 
stored. How long will Flinders Reef be 
one of the premium dive sites in 
Brisbane, if this behaviour continues? 


What a contrast to Heron Island 
where permanent moorings protect 
the corals from anchor damage and the 
reefs have a “look, but don’t touch” 
status. Management of Moreton Bay 
is currently under review by the auth- 
orities - however, National Park and 
Marine Park status for Flinders and 
surrounding reefs seems a long way 
off. In the meantime, are there any 
other divers, dive clubs or shops out 
there who share similar concerns? If 
so, | would love to hear from you, 
especially those of you who have 
positive and practical suggestions on 
how we can protect our reefs from 
further destruction. 


Yours sincerely 
Rana E. Jewell 


I & L N D 


GREAT BARRIER REEF AUSTRALIA 
















OPTIONAL EXTRA 


Marine light 1080 a powerful 100 watt 
underwater light using a 12 volt nicad 
battery. 





WEIGHT BALANCE 
jek 


The weight house has been newly 
designed to provide delicate balance 
control underwater and to be light on 
land. It is located at the bottom of the 
housing, can store up to four Ikg div- 
Ae. Ing weights and up to eleven 70g adjust- 
epi Gato a ment weights (both optional} for 
¥ Baal ee a | Gelicate balance control. 
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SAFE, DURABLE, 


Ss RUST-PROOF DESIGN 


The underwater video camera housing 
is designed for use up to a depth of 50m. 
The central cylinder is made of mono- 
block transparent acrylic plastic, the 
front, is of mono-block ABS resin cone. 
The transparent acrylic rear plate pro- 


vides a seal allowing the O ring to be This full-fledged submarine housing for video 
inspected from the outside for safety. : 

cameras enables underwater shooting to a depth 
of 50m, providing vivid video recording of the 
exciting and mysterious depths. Compatible with 
most video camcorders! 
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STABILIZER WING 


Unwanted movement of the video 
camera is minimised by a detachable 
horizontal wing with grips located on 
both sides. In addition, the stabilizer ena- 
bles the camera to ascend and descend 
smoothly in spite of hydraulic pressure. 





.) 
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=] ANGLE SCALE 
ae 


The angle of shooting is shown on the 
horizontal wing, providing a useful 
guide for framing. 


= ONE TOUCH SWITCH FOR 
ret POWER SUPPLY 

The power switch of the video camera 
can be manipulated from outside the 
housing to save energy. (The position of 
the power switch varies depending on 
the video camera | 


ONE-TOUCH RECORDING 
LEVER 








The recording lever, located in the right- 
hand grip of the housing can be 
manipulated by the forefinger when the 
hand is onthe grip. The housing can be 
held firmly in both hands for stable, 
timely shooting. 


oN PAN FOCUSING 

PF f 
Pan-focusing solves focusing problems without 
relying on the video camera's autofocusing 
mechanism. The camera converts to a fixed- 
focus camera. Pan-focus photography can be 


complemented with the use of the wide con- 
verter if sufficient illumination is available. 


AUTO FOCUSING 
ie 
NA 


Auto focusing can be done just as it is on land. 
(Please note that autofocusing does not work 
underwater on some video cameras.} 


| VIEWFINDER 


9-1 Depending on the camera being used, the 
viewfinder can be housed as it is on the camera. 
9-2 The viewfinder can be dismounted from the 
camera and moved to a designated point inside 
the housing. 


COLOUR TV MONITOR 


The small monochrome viewfinders on most 
video cameras are difficult for a masked pho- 
tographer to use. To provide better imaging a 
3" colour LCD monitor can be mounted in the 
rear of the housing. The monitor's power switch 
can be manipulated from outside the housing. 


CLEANING KIT 





B 


A cleaning kit with maintenance supplies Is 
provided for all models. 


+ QUALITY INSPECTION 


All housings are inspected in a high-pressure 
water tank and come with a certificate of in- 
spection. 








A 0.42x semi-fisneye converter lens, 
which more than doubles the angle co- 
vered, iS also provided. (Not available all 
models. } 





VideoMerine 


UNDERWATER HOUSING 


ADEAL °"".'@™: 
d Incorporated in Victoria 


150 BUCKHURST STREET, SOUTH MELBOURNE 3205 TEL: (03) 690 4911 





























Some improvements 
to show you a better time 
on the bottom. 


Tabata’s improved Liberator SCA-55DX 
console gives you more reasons than ever to 
have a terrific time underwater. 

We've added a pressure-activated bot- 
tom timer on top with digital read-outs that 
tell you bottom time, surface interval time, 
number of dives and safe flying time. It’s right 
next to the easy-to-read PSI, depth, tempera- 
ture and compass, and the whole housing Is 
angled to let you see all the gauges at a 
glance. And like all Tabata equipment, it comes 
in lots of hot colors. 

You'll have a good time, too, with the 
Liberator TR-200 regulator. Rated at 4000 PSI 
with a swivel top that rotates a full 360° the 
TR-200 features two high-pressure and four 
low-pressure ports, plus a purge slide-lock to 
»_ relieve pressure on the demand valve during 
» storage. Hypo-allergenic silicone parts 

resist fo Kxe]|mole/siroler=3 
| | Liberators. Take them to the 
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TABATA AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD., P.O. BOX 117, WEST RYDE N.S.W. 2114. PH: (02) 807 4177 FAX: (02) 808 1638. A SUBSIDIARY OF TABATA CO. LTD, JAPAN, 





